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1 Good Reader, 


ble. None being expoſed to ſo m traubles and tribn- 
and expeckation of a better Reſurrection ? Ibis males 
|chriſtiencglory-n tribulation, deſpif.all the glory of 


|Cbreſftian muſtalwaiet hang in {uſpenſe ahout his eternal. 


| by; Diffieilia qua pulchar. Tie not to be obtained with. 
ont i great dea hej lulu and dHigence. : Nis uſually the 
| fruit ef umob prayer, and care, \and bunrilidtion, ad 


Sz Þ7- a true. (aging, that thd aur ante of an eternal 
Ir the life of this temporal life. The Apoſtle 
5s & elle us, that if in this life only we had hope 


2 
Nein Chriſt, we were of all men moſt miſera- 


lations in this life as the beſt chniſtiam ; dud what conld 
ſuſdain and bear ws up under Henn all, but abe certain hope 


* 


tha world, rus n ſwiftly in maigs H duty) oel the. ckari · 
ots of Aminadab 3; ix 4 word, uo enjoꝶ 4 Heaben 2 
earth. They therefore are the greateſt enemies of a Chri- 
ftiaur confort, that teach a do@ring of duubting; thit a | 


fhates: and c an never arriue to any dertuinty, whether: he 
ſhall be ſaved or uo. DER LET EEE COT TITS al 
But as this aſſurance it excellent, ſo it it bard tu comę 


ws $5, 


long-waititg 3 thoſe that come by it ſb eaſily, aral gel it ſo 


|ſoon, have great cauſe to ſuſpect thut thetr aſſurance is not 
[Gr athaired,: but Chriſtianaſſhrance net witbout grout dif- | 


| _— uſed, for obtaining the 3/ſuranee' of our eff ectuul 
cal 


of the right kindt3Carnal ſecurity amel preſumption isa si- 
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"Tis therefore muchtabelamented, that there is ſo liit e 
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'SERMON I. 
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2 Pet. 1. 10. 
your Calling and Election ſure. 


288 250 give you an account why I pitch'd upon Theſe 


& 2699 Ele&, and of the torments of Hell for the Repro- 

8 bate z 1 deem'd it moſt meet to ſhut up thoſe two 
Doctrines in the proſecution of this Subject, of the Aſſurance of 
our Election and Vocation, that ſo if this Doctrine be well im- 


you are freed from the torments of the damned, and may be 

confident you ſhal be ſtated into the Glory. of Heaven, which 
| God hath provided for all his Saints. And to. the end you 
might have aſſurance, that you ſhall be freed from the one, 
and ſhall enjoy the other; you muſt make it your work ac- 
cording to the words of my Text, to make your calling and electi- 
on ſure: Make but that ſure, and you are ſure of heaven. This 
is the reaſon why I pitch d upon this ſubject: And it is my care 
in preaching the Word, not to chuſe thoſe Texts that are moſt 
for my eaſe in ſtudy , but for your profit in hearing; that ſo 
one Subject might back another, and one Subject might 
ſtrengthen another, and being put together, might more ſerve 


for your edification and n 


Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give diligence to make 


words, it is briefly thus: Having ſpent ſeventeen | 
Sermons in treating of the glory of Heaven for the 


proved, 2 may have eſtabliſnment in your own hearts, that 
r 


I: 


8 


1 _——_—_—_—_—_——_— 


* 7 
oy 7 — ww 
„„ ĩͤë 
3 — — — — 
2 oy — 9 = pg = 
. - 
= 
7 
Pre 
- 
- 


- 
n — — Mie |. 
1 — * — ho 
— Y — = 
* ſh on — P 2 
4 22 3 
* 
r 2 
0 4 Os e e 
— 
1 
n : I 


— 


— 


4 


Of vaking ſure our effeFuall Calling Ser. 1] 


. By way of ſalutation. ver. a. Graceand peace be multipled | 


and comforts them by. Then 3. He proceeds by way of ex- | 


q 


A 


| obſerve, Gods people are à ſcattered people. And to them he 


grace: and this he preffeth by a double Argument. Firſt,con- 
\ fdering the benefic ſhall redound to them, in caſe they p_ 


| Il not ſtand long in Prefacing : All that I have to doe 
5 of thoſe words, are theſe three things. 
i. To ſhew you the ſcope and dependance of the words, 
2. The ſenſe and meaniag. | 
3. Te draw out thoſe practical obſervations which fatu- 
rally flow from them: and then apply the obſervations de. | 


ed. 
For the ſcope and dependance of theſe words; you may dif: | 
cern iclyes thus : Peter who is called an Apoftle of the Cir- | 
cumcifion, that is, an Apoſtle whoſe work and office it was to 
Preach to the circumciſed Jewes ( as it was Pauls office to | 
Preach to the uncircumciſtd Gentiles ) he writ his Epiſtle to the | 
diſperſed Jewes that were ſcattered throughout the world, 
through Pontus, Aſia, Cappadocia, Galacia, and Bythizia: whence 


writes that though they were perſons living in different places, 
yet they had the ſame faith : Simon Peter a ſervant and an Apo- 
tie of Jeſs Cbriſt, to them that have obtained like precious faith, 
So that you ſee the ſpirit of God, where it works in men, 
though they live in different places , yer they ſhall all believe 
the ſame Truth, and all receive the ſame Faith: Though diffe- 
rent in language, yet but one God, and one Faith. The ſpirit of 
God wrought the ſame Faith among thoſe ſcattered Chrifti- ; 
anzzand the lewriting to theſe — beginshis Epiſtle | 
t0you. 2. He writes by way of conſolation, ver. 4. telling | 
them that they are Partehers of the Divine Nature, that they are | 
called to Glory; and {hall enjoy all the promiſes of the Goſpel : 
Thefe are the great props with which he bears up.their hearts | 


hortation and direction, ver. 3. and that is, that they ſhould | 
give diligence to adde grace to grace , that they ſhonld make it 
their 745r73%,or their main buſineſſe for which they are ſent in- 
to the world, not only to get grace, but to thrive in grace; and 
begins with Faith, becauſe this is the foundation or mothers 


. 
1 
þ 


. 


this duty to labour to thrive in grace, ver. 8B. If theſe things be 


—_ — 


_ 


—_ 


er. Of waking ſurcour actual Calling 3 
in yon and abound, they ſhall make you that you ſhall neither be bar. 
ren nor unfrniiful in the knowledge of the Lord Jeſus, If you make | 
it your work to grow in grace, you (half never be a barren 
or unfruicful people; but you ſhall be growing in grace, and 
thriving in God ſtill. 2. From the inconvenience that would 
accrue, in caſe they ſhould neglect this work, ver. 9. He that | 
lacks theſe things, it blind and cannot ſee a farre off; that is, he | 
that lacks theſe graces, if you do not grow in grace, you will | 
be ſo dim ſighted, you wil ſo deaden your comfo. ts, and dar- 
ken your evidences, that you can have no aſſurance you ſhal be 
ſaved. And then he comes in with a general exhortation bac- 
king all this, that ſeeing there is this good comes by adding | 
grace to grace, and ſeeing there wil be this evil if you doe it ; 
not; hebrings all home by a practical inference, in the words 
of my Text, Wherefore Brethren, give all diligence to make your 
Calling and Election ſure. | 1 

The words are not difficult, though indeed they are mangled | 1 
by the Papiſts, who bring this Text to Martyrdome by their | 
corrupt gloſſes. I hal only give you a briefe Paraphraftical 
Explication, and ſo come to the Obſervations. | 
Pilerefere] That you may ſee the force of the connexion, 

itis as much as if the e ſhould ſay thus: Seeing there | 

comes ſo great good by growing in grace, and ſeeing the n:g- 
le& of ic doth fo much hurt; not only to deaden your hearts, 
but darken your comforts, that you can have nocleere and 
comfortable evidence for heaven ; Therefore give diligence to 
make your Calling and Election ſure. _ | 
Wherefore the ratber brethren: that is, Brethren, not in the 
| fleſh, but in the faith of Chriſt, imbracing the ſame faith, kee 
| ping to the ſame head; them the Apoſtle calls brethren. _ 

IWherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence: | The word in 3 
the Greek is more emphatical, and fignifies to do a thing e- A per | 
nough, not agere, but ſat egere, not in an overly and careleſſe a- 
way, but rodoa thing with induftry, vigilancy, and unwea- Ard. 
riednefle of ſpirit : it ſhould not be matter of conſtraint, but 
free and voluntary : Give diligence. And the diligence you 
| ould uſe is in matters of the ſoul. Give diligence : In what? 
To makes your Calling —— ſure, Firſt, I muſt ſhew you 
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{ own pleaſur e and will, to bring a certain number of men unto 
| ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. | 


| repentance ? How = muſt we make our Election ſure, when 


ſtand; you muſt know there is a twofold Calling: an external, 


] 


election ſure ?: Doth not the Foundation of God ſtand ſure as the 


what is meant by Calling; then by Election: and then ſhe w 
you why Calling is ſet before Election, when in order of time 
Election is before Calling. 

1. What is meant by Calling; which, that you may un der- 


and. an internal Calling. 
The external Calling is that general invitation, which by 
the Preaching of the Goſpel is made unto men, to invite them 
to coine in to Jeſus Chritt: and moſt in the world are calle 
by this call, both good and bad. 5 

2. The internal Calling, when the ſpirit of God accompa- 
niesthe outward admin iſtration of the word, to call a: man 
from ignorance to knowledge, and from a ſtate of nature to a 
ftate of grace; and of this Calling my Text means. Male -your 
Calling (are; that is, you that live under the Preaching 5 the 
Goſpel, be ſure you be called thereby. 7. | 
Tour Calling aud Election:) Election is an act of God, where- 
by from all eternity he doth purpoſe within himſelt , of hi 


But now, how can it be ſaid, We muſt make our calling and 
Apoſtle ſaith? And are not thegifts and calling of God without| | 
all the Decrees of God ftand ſure ? 


Beloved, when it is ſaid you muſt make theſe ſure, you muſt} 
take it in this ſenſe; not to make them ſure on Gods part, for} 


»| ſurance of the Object, and that isſure enough; for if God hathj 


elected, ſhal be glorified : But make it ſure on your parts;tha 


it cannot be made more ſure then ic is already; whom he hatb 


is, Labour to have a real, bottom'd , and grounded aſſuranc 
that you are effectually called, that you are elected by Gad in 
his eternal Decree, to obtain life and glory by-Jeſus Chrift, | 

Divines therefore give this diſtinction; That there is an a- 


decreed you to glory, that wil hold ſure for ever. But then,, 
there ts a certitude of the Subjeet, an aſſurance to the perſon] - 


* * 


— 


Ser Of making ſure our effe@ual Calling | 


effectually called, and eternally elected: An affurance in your, 
own apprehenfion and knowledge. 

Lafily, Why is Calling here ſet before Election, when in order 
of time Election is before Calling? You are called in time by 
the Preaching of the Goſpel , you are elected before all time, 
before the world : Before the foundation of the world was laid he 
hath elected us in Chriſt, Eph. 1.4. And it ſo, what is the reaſon 
that Calling in my Text is put before Efe&ion ? * | 

Tothis I anſwer, Calling in order of words is placed before 
Election, not as if it were in time before it; but to ſhew that 
we can never be ſure of our Election til God hath effectually 
called us by the Preaching of the Goſpel : and therefore Cal - 
ling is ſet before Election. . 

hus 1 have opened the things moſt material, giving you 
| the ſenſe of the words. The whole Verſe is made up of two 
Irts. : | ' 
: Firſt, Here is a main duty enjoyned in theſe words, Give dili- 
gence to make your calling and election ſure. 


never — | | 
In the duty enjoy ned there are ſeveral things obſervable: 


1. The matter of the duty: To make ſure your election and 
calling. | 

2s The manner how you muſt ſet about this duty; and that 
is with diligence : Give diligence, 
3. The motive to draw you to it, in the word Iherefore. 


duties; Wherefore the rather: do this rather then all other things 
in the world. And 
Laftly, Here is that Toving compellation whereby Peter 
would gain them to ſet upon the ready practice of this duty, 
in that word, Bret bren, I bere fore Breibren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election ſufe. | x 4 
From theſe five Parts there are five points obſervablę. 


As 1. From th e matter of the duty, Make (ure your election | 


and vocation. Hence note. 


| Secondly, Here is a ſtrong inducement to inforce you to this 
duty; and that in the laſt words, If you do theſe things you ſhall | | 


4. Here is the compariſon between this duty and all other | 


| 


— 


I. That it is the main and chiefe duty of a Cbriſtian in this life, | 


s 


to 
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6 ce making ſure our effetiuull Calling Ser. 
$5 1 7 this ſure to his ſunl, that be is effectually called and eternal-) 


ly elected, h | 3 | 
3. From the Manner how you muſt do this duty; willing- | 
| ly, or diligently, Note hence, 

3 2. 2. That Chriſtians ought to ſet about this duty, of making ſure 
| : — Fectual calling and eternal election , with a great de al of di- 

egence. | 

4 From the motive to this duty; Wherefore Brethren. Where- 
fore? why, conlidering the evil that comes by ſlothfulne ſſe, 


and by neglect of improving g race, therefore give diligence. The 
obſervation hence is, HEE | 
Do J. 3. 3. That ſeeing much burt comes by ſlothſulneſſe in not improving | 
grace, this ſhould ftrongly oblige Chriſtians to be the mere diligent 
in all matters of Religion, Ep. 5 
4. From the con pariſon of this duty wich others : Vbere- 
| fore the ra tber, Brethren 3 i.e, rather then do any thing do this, | 
to make your calling and election ſure ; Hence Note; 
Dos 4 | 4. Tbat of all imployments in the world, you ſhould rather imply 
your ſelves with diligence in making ſure of heaven : To make ſure 
that you are effectually called, and eternally elected. 
Laſtly , From the Compellation of Peter; Wherefore , Bre- | 
tbren. Note, Ip | 
Doc. 5. 5. That when we would faſten exbortation npen others to duty, we 
0 ſhould labour to expreſſe to them abundance of affection. Here Peter 
when he would urge the Jewes to a duty, inſinuates into them 
by a loving expreſſion, calling them Brethren ; Wherefore Bre. 
thre , give diligence to make your calling and election ſure, 
But I ſhould both confound your memory, and croſſe my 
uſual Method, fhould I ſpeak of theſe five Doctrines thus drawn | 
forth ; I had rather then thus mangle the Text, give you the 
' ſcope and ſubſtance thereof in fewer Doctrines. You may be 
| | pleaſed therefore in dividing the words, to draw them into 
rwo parts. 5 5 : 
| : — A duty generally pre ſſed, and that in theſe words, Give 
iligence. | | 
2. The particulars wherein our diligence muſt be conver- 
ſant, expreſſed; And that in two things. Firft, In making your 


| calling ſure, Secondly, In making your election ſure. 
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From 


ſo 2 Tim. 2. 5. An alluſion to the Olympick games, and publiek 
¶paſtimes, when men wreſtled before the common multitude, 
| wherein they put forth all their ſtrength and skil to throw | 


4 


concernments you ſhould put forth a great deal of diligence, 


[run with patience the race that is ſet be ſore us. So 1 Cor. 9. 24, 26. 


| and put forth all your ſtrength to attain the en . Why (Belo- 


\dour is to be pat forth. EE „ 


—_ * 
* * 
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= From the words thus divided, wil ariſe two Points of Do» 
tine. „ | 
Firſt, From the duty preſſed, Give diligence, Note, 
I. That in all matters of ſoul concernment, Chriſtians ought to put Docs. 3 
forth a great deal of diligence. | ng 
Secondly , From the particulars wherein this duty of Dili- 
[gence is to be converſant ; that is, in making your Calling and 
Election ſure. Hence obſerve, ,. | 
II. That the great diligence of a Chriſtian ought chiefly to be im- Doc. 2, 
layed about this, te make ſure to his joul , that be is effectually cal- | 
aud eternally elected. Thele are the two points I ſfal draw 
{from theſe words. | : 
l begin with the firſt, That in all matters of ſoul concerument, 
Chriſtians ong bt to put forth a great deal of diligence. In the fifth 
verſe ĩt is ſaid likewiſe, Give all diligence : as if all your chiefe | 
endeavours ſhould be about the concernments of your ſoul, | 
In the managing of this point, Iſhal lay down the demon- 
ſtrations of it; then the reaſons; then apply it; 
Firſt, For the demonſtration of it: It appears that in all ſoul 


— 


— 


by thoſe reſemblances that the work belonging to the ſalvati- 
on of the ſoul is compared to in Scripture. As 4 

1. Sometimes the work of Chriſtianity in ſaving the ſoul is 
compared to a race, Heb.12.2. Let as ley aſide every weight, and 


When you walk in your Gardens or Galleries, you take no 
{ ains; but when you run a race, you labour and ſtrive hard, | 


ved) matters about the ſoul, they are compared to the running 
of a race; to ſhew, what labours andendeavours you muſt put 
forth in all imployments of the ſoul. | 

2. It is compared to wreſtling , Epb. 6.12. We wrefile not a- 
 gainſt fleſh and blood, bus againſt Principalities and Powers, And 


each other down ; To note, that Chriſtianity is no ſſight work, 
dut a wreſtling work, wherein a great deal of diligence and la. 
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. It is expreſſed in Scripeure by fighting a Battel; 2 Tum. 4. | 
7. Ve have fought a good fight. And, As good Souldiers you have 


| theſe together, that the work of Chi iſtianity is reſembled to | 


4in all matters concerning the ſoul. Diligence is required in 
| bread of carefulnefi, and all for the body, toſuftain that. Now 


your calling, you muſt much more work out your ſalvation: 
Af yeu muſt labour or earth, you muſt much more labour for 
heaven: if you labour to lay up treaſure here, youſhould 
much more labour to lay up treaſure for hereafter. If you 


endured bardatſſe, 2 Tim. 2. 3. Now when men are fizhting for 
their lives, what care, and what labour, and what diligence do 
they pur forth to ſave themſelves? And the work ot Chriſtia- 
nity in the-concernments of the ſoul is ſet for th by this reſem- 
-blance. 

4. It is compared to one being in an Agony; Luke 13 23. 
Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; The word in the Greek is 
ey oriteofe,Srivegtill you are in an Agony, as Chriſt was: Chrift 
was in an agony in the Garden, when he ſweat drops of blood; 
ſo ſaith Lute, Strive, and ſtrive til you are in an agony, that | 
you ſweat blood again in the work of your ſouls. Now put | 


Race, to a Fight, to be in an Agony, to Wreſtling, wherein men 
put forth the utmoſt of their ſttength; the refemblance wil 
hold forth this, That y ou muſt put forth a great deal of dilie 
gence in all matters of ſoul · concernment. 

Now for the Reaſons why ou muſt be thus diligent in the 
matters of Chriſtianity. I ſhal lay down ten. 

1. Becauſe diligence is required in all matters concerning 
the body, therefore much more ſhould you put forth diligence 


all matters concerning the body, Eccleſ. 9. 10. Whatever theu 
putteſt thy band uato, do it with all thy might. And weread(Pſal. 
127.) of men that riſe up early, and go to bed late, and eate the 


if you muſt put forth ſo muck? diligerice, and uſe ſo much care 
to thrive in the Body, then much more for the foul: The ſoul 
is a more noble piece then the body; and if you muſt work in 


work, and toil, and all to finde ſubſiſtence for a mortal and 
vile body, you ſhould much more uſe diligence and take pains 
for a glorious immortal ſoul. er N 


Reef: 3 Becauſe many have miſcarried all eternity , forth wan 
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4 of putting forth diligence in the matters of ſalvation, Heb. 12. 
15.Looking diligently,leaft any fall from the grace of God:many men 
did fail of Gods grace, becauſe they did not look after grace 
1 diligently : Why alas, Beloved, how many 5 grace, and loſe 
Chriſt for want of diligence ? the five fooliſh Virgins loft Chriſt 
tor want of diligence, Mat. 25. Litke 13.24. Many have loft 
heaven by uſing ſlight endeavours after heaven; Strive (faith 
Chriſt) to enter in at the ſtrait gate, for many ſuall ſeek to enter in 
and ſhall not be able: Their want of diligence, becauſe they on- 
ly ſought, and did not ſtrive in the wayes of heaven, therefore 


— — 


they fel ſhort and miſſed it. | | 2 
3. Becauſe all you can do for your ſouls is lietle enough 
for to ſave them. I may make uſe of that expreſſion, 2 Per.4q. 
17. Ihe rigbteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved:: ( though Iknow it may 
have reference in ſome ſenſe to outward ſalvation only) yet [ 
may make uſe of it to this purpoſe, that if the righteous ſcarcely 
be ſaved, where ſhall the.ungodiy and ſinner eppear ? all thedili- 
gence andendeavours you can put forth is little enough, and 
too too little to ſave your ſouls : Epb. 6. 13. Put ou the whole 
Armour of God, that yon may be able to ſtand in the euil day, aud 
| when you bave done all, ſtand. A ſtrange expreſſion ! as much as 


tand: When you have done all to ſtand, you can hardly ſtand, 
and when you have done all ro get grace, you can hardly get 
22 And therefore when all the diligence you can put forth 
in the wayes of God, is little enough to fave the ſoul; and all 


grace; when you have done all you can, ſtand: Prov. 4. 24 
Keep thy beart with all diligence, & cc. | 
] 4- You ſhould put forth diligence in all matters of ſoul con- 
pur panel becauſe there is a great deal of labour and diligence 
uſed againſt your fouls, and againſt your ſalvation 3, As firſt, 
|by the Divel, 1 Pet. 5. 8. He goes about like « roaring Lion, ſeeking 

whom be may deveur : And Iab 1. when God asked the Divel, 
Whence be came, he tells him, I come from compaſſing the earth to 
and fra. The Divel is ſtil induſtrious and in defatigable to damn 
ſouls ; he went compaſling the earth to damn ſouſs. Wx (O 


if the 1 ſhould ſay , All you can do is little enough to 


| little enough to keep on a good. profeſſion in the wayes of | 


Reaſ. 3. 
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to damn thee; 
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the earth 
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take ſo great a Journey to dam 
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to deceive 3 they wi 
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ſouls , have not you reaſon in 2 
ment to put forth a great 
| Becauſe wicked men 
to damn their own ſouls, 
in the daies of your unregeneracys 
kard take to fit all day and 
vill a Robber take to indure 
coldneſſe of weather, 
break _ a houſe to get a little 
an Adulterer _ watch for a Ha 
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ſoul? 
both hands greedily: 
damn him; yet they were ſo ea 
Shall wicked men 
thou put a ö 


put fort 
finger to holineſs ,. 
you have a phraſe, Jer. 23. 
therefore it is not rige | 
complain of men: 
were forcibly 1; thiey were 
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force God to damn them, as it were; ſhall wicked men be 
| vigl ent in a way of fig, and wilt not thou with one hand, 
labour to fave thy ſoul ? An old Father ſeeing a Gentlewo- 

man ſpend three hours in beholding her face in a Glaſſe, to 
trim her (elf , when (he came down he fell a weeping ; being 
ask'd why he wept ? anſwered , becauſe this woman hath 
ſpent more hours in a morning todamn her (ſelf, then ever I 


LAS 


are more diligent codamn themſelves, then many of us are 
to ſave our ſouls; which ſhould ſtrongly engage you to put 


: ſpent in Religious duties to ſave my ſoul. Alas! many men | 


forth diligence in all matters of ſoul concernment. 

6. Becauſe the more diligent thou art, che leſſe buſie and 
operative will the motions of ſin and ſuggeſtions of Satan be | 
in thy Spirit. It is the ſpeech of Bernard, By how much the 
more (ſaith he) the Devil findes a man well imployed, by 
ſomuch the leſſe will he be able to faſten a temptation upon 
him. The more diligent the more induſtrious you are in hea- 
vens way, the leſſe force will the temptation of the Devil have 
| upon you. I remember it was the ſpeech of Mr. Greeubam, 


That when the Devil tempted a poor ſoul, ſhe came to him 


| 


{{wer: Never be idle, but bealwaies well imployed; for in 

my on experience I found this, When the Devil came to 
tempt me, I would tell the Devil, I am not at leiſure to har · 
ken to thy temptations: and by this means I did reſiſt his 
aſſaults. Beloved, tell the Devil when he tempts you, you 
are not at leiſure to lend an eare to his temtations, and then 
he will never faſten upon you. The Devil never gets advan- 
tage of us, but either when we are out of Gods way, or idle, 
or have our hands in ſome ſinful inployment; and then the 
Devil gets power over us. If once you ſlack in diligence, in 


— - - 


you : you lay your ſelves open to a world of fin, and a 
world of \nares. As you know it is with water, whileſt the 
ſtream keeps running, it keeps clear; but let it fland fill, it 
breeds frogs and toads, and all manner of filth. So while 
| you keep gaing,, you keep clear; but doe but once flag in 


lent homj- 
nes, ſurgunt 


de nocte la- 


for advice to reſiſt the temptation, and he gave her this An- 


this ſpiritual induſtry , you do even tempt the Devil to tempt | 


Reaſ. 6. 


Vt jugu- | 


teens,. 


| 


| your di » and. ftand 


> fill, and O what a puddle 
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Reaſ. 7. 


hoſe livelihoods are in handycraft trades, alwaicsin moti- 


of filth and ſin will thy heart be! The Keys that you keep in 
your pocket, and uſe every day, are hright; hut keys ſeldom 
uſed; the very ruſt eats them out. So it is with your graces; 
not uſed with diligence, they will foon grow ruſtie, and de- 
cay; the leſſe diligent you are, the more will ſin and Satan 
faſten upon you, Heb. 6. 12. Ve deſrre-30u, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
every one of you to ſhew the ſane diligence: to what? that you be 

not ſloth ſul. As if he ſhould ſay , if once you ſlack in diligence, | 
the fin of ſlothfulneſſe will ſoon grow upon you. Whereas: 
now, the moredeligent you are, the leſſe buſie and opera. 

tive will che ſuggeſtions of Satan, and the opera tions of ſin 


— 


Matth. 13. 25. As you know it is with the body, A man that 
is given to live a Sedentarie life, a life of ſitting, thoſe bo- 


of Schollars is a life expoſed moſt to diſeaſes, ) but thoſe- 


on, and ſtirring; the motion expels the ill -humors, that 
| they cannot ſeize upon the body. It is:ſa in the ſoul, the 
leſſe you Act in matters ofſoul concernment, the more ſpiri- 
tual difeales and ſpiritual infirmities will gro upon you. 


foul... - - | 
7-Becanſethe — 
to the ſoul, the nearer re 


not, ſaith Chrift, I was. about my fathers huſineſi? 
ſhould-ſay; I was not about any evil work, but to glortfic 


drink to do the will efbis father ; Here was a diligent: perſom in- 
deed, Why the more induſtrious you are, andthe more di- 
ligent. ydu are in matters of the ſoul, the more like you are 


to · Jeſus Chriſt. . And where can there be a better pattern 


be in thy ſoul. While men ſleep, ibe enemy came and ſowed tears, 


dies are more expoſed to ill humors, ( And therefore the life | 


Whereas the more active and induſtrious ybu are, the leſſe 
power will ill diſtempers and humors have to ſeize upon che 


ent you ate in matters bn ä 
emblance and conformitic you car- 
to Jeſus Chriſt: you read of Chriſt, that he went about 
alwaies- doing good: And when his father and mother mift }- 

; him, and went three daies ſorrowing to ſeek him, and ha- 
ving found him, askt him, where haſt thon been? Wet ye 


my God, and promote the honour of my father: this was 
my work; And elfewhere he tels us, it was his meat aud 


: for 
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| for you toreſemble, or a better Coppy for you to write by 7 
8. Becauſe the more diligent you are in this imployment, | 
the more peace, and the more profit wil accrue to your own 


are, 2 Pet. 3. 14. Be jou diligent (faith the Apoſtle )) for what? 
that yu may be found of Chriſt in peace without ſpot, and blameleſſe. 


grace, that is peace; but it is the working of it, and being in- 
duſtrious in it, and the acting of it in your lives that brings: 
peace to- your ſouls. And then it wil not only bring 
peace, but it brings profit alſo. I may ſay as Solomon faith, 
Prov. 10. 4. The haud of the diligent maketh rich, ] am ſure 
the hand. of a diligent: Chriſtian, that is induſtrious in 


who are ſpiritual ſluggarde, wil come to ſpiritual poverty. So 
1 Cor.15. laſt; Be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, atwayes abounding in the 
work of the Lord, for as much as you know your Iabour-ſall uot be in 

vine in the Lord. If then you are induſtrious in the work of 
grace, it ſhal not be in vain, but you fhal get by all that you 


do in the Lord. 


— —_— 


can ever regain by all the diligence you can put forth ſhould 
you live never ſo Tong. You had all graces once in Adem, but 
Adam by one morſe] of forbidden fruit loſt all that grace, 


ſigh to the breaking of your Ioyns; ſhould. every word he a 


would never be able to recover that grace which you loſt in 
Adam; You obliterated the beautiful image of God; Yow leſt 

that knowledge by the commiſſion of one fin, which youcan- 
not regain by ten thouſand Sermons, or dving ten thouſand 


Duties. Have not you therefore need of diligence, ſeeing you 


have. loſt ſo much in ſo little time, which by allyour diligence | * 
you wil never fully recover? 1 


10. Recauſe the beſt of you have lived a long time eicher u- 


fouls The more peace wil accrue, the more induſtrious you | 


So Iſa. 3 2. 17. The work of. righteouſneſi is pe ace, and the effect? 
- | thereof quietneſſe for euer. It is not the bare habit, or having of 


Gods wayes, wil make him rich in grace; when thoſe | 


. Becauſe you have Joſt more grace in a little time then you | Reaſ i 


which you cannot now regain by never ſo much diligence. 
Should you pray til you can ſpeab no more; and ſhould yon 


figh, and every figtra tear, and every tear a drop of * . 


fing diligente to damn your ſelves, or elſe taking no care to 
3 | che . 
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pars vita 


male, tota 


aliud agen- 
do elabiturs 
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4 ſave your ſelves, one or both; therefore you had need now to 
| ſet about the work. Beloved, I may ſay as Seneca did of the 


75 vita heathen, That a great part of mans life doth paſſe away in do- 
nihil ager= 
do, max ima 


ing evil, the greateſt part in doing nothing, the whole of a 
mans life in doing other things then he ſhould do. And truly 
ſol may ſay to you, a great part of your lives hath paſt in ſin- 
ning away y our ſalvation, in taking pains to damn your own 
ſouls ; and if not ſo groſſe, I believe a great part hath paſt away 
in doing nothing for your ſ-lvation, in not praying for Jal- | 
vation, in not heating for ſalvation, in not reading for ſalva- 
tion, in not mcurning for ſalvation, in doing nothing for hea- 
ven: and if it be ſo, that you have thus ſpent your time, you 
have great cauſe now to put your hand to the work, and to 
uſe all diligence in matters pertaining to your ſalvation. A 
man going a journey, that hath gone the greateſt part of his | 
time out of his way, he had need mend his pace when he comes 
into the right way again : ſo if we have ſpent the moſt part of 
our time in vain , we had need give the more diligence bor | 
time ta come. | ah | 
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1 Pet. 2. 10. 
Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence to make your Cal- 
ling and Election ſure, 

Aving in the morning finiſhed the doctrinal part of this 
general point, I ſhal now only make a ſhort Uſe, and then 

pals to the particulars wherein you ſhould be diligent. 
1. Now is it true, that in all matters of ſoul Concernment, 
you muſt put forth a great deal of diligence 2 Then firſt in ap- 
lying this Doctrine, I muſt proceed by way of Caution, and 
ſhal lay down four Cautions, that you may not run into any 


miſtakes about this point, 
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Firſt, That though God calls for a great deal of diligence at 
your hands in the matters of your ſouls, yet this doth no way 
preſuppoſe, as if you could draw out, or put forth this dili- 
gence by your own native power; but that God that com- 


what he commands. Pal. 68.28. Thy God hath commanded thy 
_ ſtrength: Whatthen ? can a man therefore put forth his own 
firength ? No, but the prayer followes; Strengthen O God, tbat 
which thou commandeſt us. Implying, that though God did 
command their ſtrength,they could not put it out by their own 


Lord tbou commandeſt us to be ſtrong , Lord, ſtrengthen that which 
| thou commandeſt.. So that though God cal for your diligence, 


by your own power. Auſtine upon this conſideration hath this 
| paſſage ; when ] have a will, ſaith he, to do good, I have not 


in I ſee my own weakneſſe; and that I muſt be beholding to 
Chriſt for ſtrength. You can as wel carry on the work of 
Creation, as the work of Converſion by your own ſtrength. 
You can as wel conquer a world of armed men alone, as con- 
quer one Suggeſtion of the Divel by your own power. Though 


that God mutt tir it up in you. 


matters of your ſoul, unleſſe you do it in a right manner, and 


ceiving Sacraments; that then they diſcharge their duty, and 


that which is materia lly good, unleſſe you do it in a rigac 


' mands your ſtrength, that God muſt give you ſtrength to doe | 


| power : but they would make a prayer to back the command, | 
& cal for your ſtrength; yet cannot you. put forth any firength | 


a power; and when Ihave power, I have not a wil; and here- 


| God doth cal for your obedience, and to put torth your dili- 
gence, yet this ſuppoſeth not, as if you could do this by your 
own ſtrength; but thae God that Commands you diligence, |. 


2. When God calls for your diligence in matters of ſoul· 
concernmeni take this Caution; that you do not diſcharge | 
your duty in expreſſing a great deal of zeal and diligence in |. 


to a tight end. People think, if they can be diligent in hearing, 
and diligent in reading, and diligent in praying, and in re- 


anſwer the command of my Text, tobe diligent. No Beloyed, | 
y ou do not anſwer your duty to God in expreſſing diligenee in | 


manner, and to a right end E You have an inſtance in Jebu 292 | 


Kings 10. He was a marvellous induſtrious man in many good 
a 5 | „ | matters 


Caut.a. 


. 
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the worſhippers of Baal, at another time he pulled downe the- 
houſes where they — and broke the graven Images 
in pieces At another time 


Caut.3. 


Cauſe ſine, 
qui: us non. 


ſuch diligence in reading, and hearing, and in receiving, and the 


ching muſt be done freely notas adebt. Secondly, it muſt bedone 


matters concerning the worſhip of God]; at one time he killed | 


e cals out to Jebonadab, to ſee bis zeat 
for the Lerd of Hoſts, Wonderful diligent ? and yet all this was 
not done in a good manner, nor to a right end. Not in a good 
manner becauſe it was done by halfes, not throughly ; for 
though he d:ftroycd the Images of Baal, yet he wor ſhipt the l- 
dols at Bethel. And then not to a right end, becauſe he did not 
ſnew his zeal and induſtry out of any ſupreame reference to 
Gods glory , but only out of a politick end; toeftabliſhhim- 

ſelf in his. Kingdome, 2 King 10.3 1. So that you may put forch 


like; and yet, if not done in a right manner, and to a right 
end, yon do not performe the duty of my Text. For take this 
as a rule in Divinity, that when God commands a duty, all the 
circumſtances included in che duty muſt be obſerved or elf that 
duty is not done aright. As when you pray, you muſt not leave 
out one circumſtance or quality required in. a prayer; if ſo, God 
wil not accept your prayer. So here, God commands your di- 
ligence, if you are not diligent in a right manner, and to a right 
end, your diligence is not right. | 
3. Though you put forth · never ſo much diligence in the | 
wa'tersof your ſoul, all thoſe acts you do, are none of them 
me. i:orious : you do not get heaven for praying, nor get hea- 
ven for reading, nor get heaven for hearing, though haply you 
get not heaven without it, Good works, they may be cauſes of 
ſalvation in this ſenſe, cauſes without which you cannot be ſa- 
ved; but all your obedience, and all your diligence are no cau- 
ſes for which you are ſaved, or which may any way move God 
to fave you. So that though you are never ſo diligent, this di | 
ligence is not meritorious at all: Why ? Becauſe to make it 
.meritorious, {ay Divines, three things muſt concur ; Firft, The 


with a mans own native and proper firength, and not a borrowed | 
power. Thirdly , It muſt be done perfectly: and therefore | 
Divines ſay, (and that upon good reaſon too) That all our 


| obedience, and all our actings inthe wapes of grace cannot be 
| meritorious : Why ? LS: : | 


Becauſe | 
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Becauſe (Firſt) Wedo them not as a free gift, but asa due 
debt: we owe God this diligence, and owe him this duty; and 
therefore cannot merit, becauſe we only pay God his due. If |. 
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you lend a man money, wil you thank and reward him to pay 
you your own ? Ne: it is your due, he ought to repay you. 
All duties in matters of che ſoul are Gods due, of right belon- 
ging to him, and therefore cannot be meritorious. 

Secondly, This diligence, could you put ic forth by your 


| own ſtrength, you had ſomewhat wherein to boaſt; but all 
| your diligence is put forth by a borrowed ſtrength, by a 


ſtrength derived from Jeſus Chriſt , by a ſtrength from the Co- 

venant of grace; it is thence you fetch power to perform all 

acts of obedience and ſpiritual diligence, | | 
Thirdly , It cannot merit, becauſe it is not perfe&; nay , 


you are ſo far from mericing by your obedience, that you 
merit nothing but hell for che defects in your obedience, and | 


the imperfections that are remaining in your beſt ſervices. 
4. Take this Caution, That though all the diligence you 
can put forth cannot be meritorious for God to ſave you; yet 


take this for truth, that the more you abound in ſpiritual in- 


duſtrie in the matters of the Soul, the more likely you are to 
receive fuller incoms of joy , and fuller increaſe of grace in 


| yonr ſouls: To him that bath ſhall be given, and it ſhall be gi ven 
| him much more abundantly That is, to him that hath im- 
| proved his graces , and uſed them wel], they ſhall be given 


more abundantly : Thou haſt been faithſul in a little , thou 
ſhalt be ruler over much. The more you act, and the more di- 
ligent you are in the matters of your foul, the more. likely 


the moſt eminent of all the Apoſtles; no Apoſtle like Paul, 
none outſtript him. Now Divines ask the reaſon, why Paul 
ſhould be more eminent then the reſt of the Apoſtles, ho ſaw 
Chriſt in the fleſh; whereas Paul ſaw him onely in a viſion, 


{and no where elſe; yet Paul was more eminent then any o- 


ther Apoftle ? and they give this reaſon : Paul was in labours 


| 


gifts and graces, and W induſtry with a ful · 


_ — 


you are to be eminent and increaling in grace above others. it 
is a note that an Au hor hath upon the Apoſtle Paal. Paul was | 


| 


more abundaut; Paul was more induftrious,, putting out his 
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ler increaſe of the graces of Gods ſpirit then others had: So 
| that, though God gives us not heaven for our growth in | 
| grace; yet ordinarily God intails a greater meaſure and in- | 
creaſe of gifts upon the well uſing of them while weare in this | 
| world 1 Open your mouthes wide, and God will fil them. The | 
| {more wide we are in our deſires and expectations, the more | 
: we ſhall be filled. | | 
] Vie 2. 2. For Reprehenſion: Is it ſo, that in all matters of ſoul 
| concernment we ſhuuld put forth a great deal of diligence ? | 
| then this ſhould be 3 great ſcourge to that ſluggiſhneſſe of ſpi- | | 
rit that moſt men in the world are guilty of. What benum- | 
| medneſſe, and what ſluggiſhneſſe of ſpirit do moſt men lie un- 
| der? Many men are as David was, 1 King. 1. 1. who when |. 
he grew old, he wasſo.cold, no clothes could warm him. | 
There are many men, that haply have been hot and zealous | 
in profeſſion z: yet in proceſſe of time they grow ſo cold, that 
all Ordinances cannot warra them. And though ordinarily, 
the words of the wiſe (ſaith Solomon ) are as nails. and goads; 
they are as nails to faſten us in a courſe of profeſſion, they are 
as goads to put us on; every Ordinance is as a goad in our 
| fide, (till putting us on in a courſe of holineſſe: yet O that 
ſluggiſnneſſe, and O that deadneſſe of ſpirit that lies upon 


mens hearts, they go but a ſnails pace in the way to heaven; 
whereas they can run as faſt as a Dromedarie in the waies of | 


fin. ” 

It is the Obſervation of a Rabbi, That the Snail above all | 
other creatures, was by God pronounced unclean, becauſe of | 
its ſlow and eaſie pace: God looks upon thee as an unclean 
man, and an unclean woman, that haſt a ſtaggiſh and a flow 
ſpirit in matters of Chriſtianity. There are many men that 
I ue no life like an idle life; they are never weary ſo much, | 
as they are weary of doing good, and weary of duties; an | 
¶ hour at a Sermon, a day at a Faſt, a little time at a prayer 

K quite tires them; whereas waies of vanitie, and waies of 
: - pleaſure, they. are never weary of. It was the ſpeech of that E- 
Outinem | | picure Marcus Lepidus, who lying under a ſhady tree upon a 
{hoc eſſet la. Sanſhine.day, firetching himſelf; cries our, O would co God 

borare." | this were to take pains to live at cale. . There are many men 
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as fottiſh as he: they could with, I would to God co fit in a 
ve rn were the way to go to heayen; I would to God to walk 
in the fields, to ſit at the door on the Sabbath day, that this 
were the way to heaven; many men would be ſaved more ca- 
fily 1 Why, how ſhould this condemn that great ſJuggiſbne ſſe 
and idlenc ſſe of mens ſpirits, that they do ſo litilein the mat- 
ters of foul concernments 2 


chat have taken pains for heaven, that never came to heaven. 
Many ſhell ſtrive to enter, but ſhal not be able, Luke 13 Had not you 
therefore need to take heed ? Nay, Beloved, ſuppoſe (it is a ſup- 
poſition Ægydius hath,though not true, yet I ſay ſuppoſe it) chat 
all the world ſhould be ſaved, but one man, yet, ſa ith he, you 
have cauſe to take pains to be happy, leſt you ſhould be that 
one man ſhould periſh. If all che world thould be ſaved but 
one man only; it one man ſhould be damned, I have cauſe to 
labour with all my might, that I be not that one man. Here 
then, great cauſe you have not to lye under ſluggiſnneſſe, in all 
matters pertaining to the ſoul. You have a great deal of do, 
and haply but a little time; if you knew the greutneſſe of your 
work and ſuortneſſe of your time, haply you would now (et a- 
bout the buſineſſe of y our ſalvation, It was the ſpeech of young 
King Charles of Sicily lying upon his death bed: I haye 1 
yet begun to live, and now, woe is me, I am compelled to dye. 
Beloved, Many of you may have cauſe to ſay thus, you have 
ſcarce yet done one good action that may give you any evi- 
dence to be happy with Chriſt another day: Happily you have 
not yet begun to be Chriſtians, and yoh may be ſoon called 
to dye: and what an affliction would this he to you, that you 
have hardly begun to live a life of grace, and yet you muftdye 


| things: 1. In getting grace. Here you have a great work to flo, 
to get grace, Above all gettings get 1 And the dif- 
ficulty of getting grace, doth ſhew the goodneſſe of grace. As 
we ſay In nature, the moſt vile things are moſt obvious to the 
eye, and moſt common to be found; you haye ſtones and dirt 


che life of nature. This Diligence is converſant about many 
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Bcloved, you have caule to labour, becauſe you finde many | 
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And then, 3. To watch the heart, that doth conſpire againft 


che earth; if you would have Pearle, you muſt dive into the 

ea: things that are excellent, nature hath made them hard to 
come by. This ſhewes the goodneſſe of thoſe matters which 
concern the ſoul, that they are very hard to be got. Prov, a. 
25 4. Seek for wiſdome as fir filver, and dig fer it as for hidden 
Treaſure, And then, 2. Diligence is required not onely to 
get grace, but to keep it; and it is no leſſe skill to keep grace, 
then to get it, there are ſo many temptations lie in your way. 


your grace, and againſt your ſoul : Prov. 4. 23. Keep thy beart 


Ideal of induſtry and diligence to make this ſure to therr ſouls, that 


{ Ffhal in a few Sermons treat of that. And the Point from 
uke til ſure to their ſouls, that they are effeAually Called. 
to a gulfe of preſumption, wherein many times men take faith 


whether it be true or no z:there may be an external Call, when 


with all diligence, for out of it are the iſſues of life. 4. In exami- 
ning the heart: Pſal 64. 6. The heart is deep; and Pal. 77. 6. 
All theſe conſidered, you have cauſe to take pains in all the 
matters of the ſoul. 

Thus having finiſh'd this Doctrine; 1 now paſs to the Par- 
ticulars, to which this diligence is applied. Give diligence: 
to what ? Why, To make your Calling and Election ſure, From. 
whence, the ſecond Obſervation I ſhal draw, is this: 

That Chriſtians that profeſi the Goſpel, ought to put forth a great 


they are effeiually called, and eternally eleded. Give diligence ta 
make your Calling and Election ſure. 

Noe cannot handle this Doctrine in the bulk of it, but | 
muſt of neceſſity take it into parts, and handle it piece by piece, 
that ſo I may give you the ſtrength of the whole Qbſervation | 
in the Application of it. And ſeeing Calling lies in the front, 
chenee, wil be this: That, rel „ 
Tat Chriſtians ought to put forth « great deal of diligence to 


- Beloved, This is a very material Point Lam now upon, eſ 1 
cially in this deceitful age; wherein men plunge themſelves in- 


upon truſt, and Chriſt upon cruſt. It is meet that yom that 
live under the Goſpel, ſnould trie y our Calling hy the Goſpel, | 


I 


chere is no inward calling by the. aperation of the Spirit upon | 


Jour hearts. 1 7 ed<VeF 2 3 n 
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Ser. 2. Of making ſure or effelfual Calling, 


things. | | 
Firſt, What effectual Calling is. 


of diligence to make your Calling ſure to your ſouls, 
' Thirdly, By what Characters or Diſcoveries y iy be 
aſſured in your own hearts that you are effectually cal. 
Firſt, What Effectual Calling is. You ſay we muſt make 
it ſure, therefore what Is the nature of it? For anſwer, you 
may take this deſcription of it, 
free grace works a wnderful change in the heart of an Eled per- 
ſon, by the iuward operation of the Spirit accompanying the out- 
[ward Miniſtry of the word; by vertue of which," the ſoul is brouzht 
from under the dominion of fin and Satan into a ftate of grace, | 
aud ſo made meet for the enjoyment of God in glory. Now Iſhal 
not take this apart, but commit ic to your memory and judg- 
ment to apprehend : Oaely in this deſctiÞtion there are laid | 
down foure differences to diftinguifh effectual Calling from 
that ordinary or outward Calling that wicked men have by 


7 


the Miniſtry of the word. as : 

1. Effectual Calling in the deſcriptipn, is ſaid to be a fruit 
Gods Election but out ward or general Calling is a fruit on- 

y of common providence. God by an bvertruling provi- 

dence ſends the Goſpel among a people, and thereby calls 

them to an outward compliance and conformity; but effe- 

ctual Calling is a fruit of Gods Election. "0 


tbe heart ;/ but an external Calling no way reacheth the heart, 
onely worketh ſome kind of civil or comm on alteration in 
the life dee ee GE 4 
3. It's ſaid, Eff. ctua] Callin 


12 the heart, whereby God works a wonderful change in 


- Inthe managing of this Point, I ſhal thew you theſe three 


Secondly, Why you are required to put forth a 5 


Efectual Calling is the fruit of Gods Elecliou, whereby God of his | 


2. Itisfaidinthe deſcription, that Effe Aual «Calling, is 2 
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ratian of the Spirir accompanying the outivierd Miviſtry of thi word) | 
whereas an rern! Call is onely by the word, but to ĩmard 
lavillt worke of the Spirit at all. 


acts 


893 an 


. Its faid of Eff tua! Calling, that it is from the Domi- 
5 of lin; bar Externa! Calling is onely from the external þ | 
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acts of fin, Indeed hy an external calling the word may have 
| that power over a man, as to reſtrain and keep in the viſible 
and external aftings of fin, but it no way works upon the in- 
clination to take off che affection from ſin: whereas the effe- 
ual Calling works upon the heart, and works to the ſubdu- 
ng and deſtroying of the power of (in, as well as the actings 
of it. 

Secondly, Why dath God require, that we ſhould put forth | 
ſuch great diligence in making ſure that we are tfetually 
called, by the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel ? There are 
Reef, 1 three Reaſons why this ſhould be ? 8 | 

4% "| Firſt, Becauſe there are many profeſſing the Goſpel, that 
do harbour ungrounded perſwaſions that they are cfteQually 
called, when they are not: Now if any men be deceiyed, why 
may not you? And if any are ye to be deceived about this 

matter, have not you great cauſe to be diligent, leſt you are 
deceived alſo ? The Jewes of old, they boafted of their Cal- 
ling; and ſaid, Ws have Abrabam to our father: but Chriſt 
confuts that; If you were Abrabams chilareu ( ſaith he) you 
would do the works of Abrabam: but you ſeck to kill me, which 
Abraham did not, But then they go higher, Jobs 8. 46. th 
were 4ffectually called, For God is our Father : No c 
Chriſt, Joy are of your father the Devil, Thus many men run 
into theſe grofie miſtakes, to beleive they are eſitugll cal- 
led, when they are not. Many are called outwardly that 
are not called effeQtually, Marth. 22. 14. And therefore it con- 
Reaf 2. Cerns you, not to be deceived in this great buſineſſe. 3 
Reaſ. 2. Secondly, Becauſe there js this natural aptneſſe in all of us, 
in things — of any value concerning the body; you will 
be ſure to make ſure of them, it may he, if you have Braſſe 
and Pewter, or baſer Mettals, your Kitchin ſhall ſerve for 
that; but things of greater value, as Pearls and Diamonds, 
| they muſt be in the Cloſer, and in a Cabinet in that Cloſer, 
| you will be ſureto enſure them. Why how. much more 
| ſhould you enſure this great and precious a ectual 
| | Calling, that ſo much concerns your immortal fouls? When 
| you buy Land, you will he ſure your Title is god; to draw 


up your evidences, ſo as to be fim in Law. You Han r. 
a 153 | 
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chants, if chey venture a great or moſt part of their eſtate at 
ſea, where happily there may be hazard in the Voyage, they 
will run ſpeedily to enſure a g = of their Commodities. 
Beloved, this ſhould you do; dy of yours is the Ship, | 
and the Merchandize and Freight in this Ship is your ſouls; | 
and this Ship is going a great Voyage to Glory, Glory is the 
Port whither this Ship is to come, you (hall meet with many 
dangers in your way, haply with ſtorms and tempeſts of temp- 
tation; yea, haply you may run upon the rocks of preſump- 
tion, or quick-ſands of deſpair. O now, run to the enſuring 
Office: whats that ? why, run to ſeek the Teſtimony of Chriſts 
Spirit in your own ſpirit, by the word, to evidence unto you 
upon good ground, that the Ship ſhall be ſafe, and the Com- 
modities brought ſecure to the Haven ; that Ship, Body, Soul 
and all ſhall come ſafe to Heaven. Beloved, if men will thus 
enſure their Eftates, you have much more reaſon toenſure 
your ſouls. For believe it, if you make not ſure your ſouls, 
if you ſuffer fhipwrack, ye are turned Bankrupts yore ; 
Bankrupt to God, you loſchimfor ever. It is {aid of an old 
Uſurer, That when any man came to borrow money of him, 
he would hardly cruſt one in twenty; and being ask d the rea- 
fon, Why he would do ſo? O ( faith he) it is good to be ſure. | 
Why ( Beloved ) (hall a Uſurer in all his wayes be ſo ſecure, | 
and ſo heedful in all his disburſinents, that he could ſay, It is 
good to be ſure ? and may not much more ſay to you, It is 
good to be ſure of Heaven? it is good to be ſure you are 
effectually called by Jeſus Chriſt; it is good to be ſure that 
| you are Chriſtians in truth, not in name onely ; that you are 
Chriſtians in Deed, not in Profeſſion onely. O it is good to 
make your Calling and Election ſure. . | 988 
+ Thirdly, Chriſtians ſhould labour to affure this, becauſe Reaf. 3. 
the more affured you are of your Effe&ual Calling, the more 
it will heighten and inereaſe your inward peace and comfort, 
1 Pet. 1. 8. In whom believing ye rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and 
fall of glory. It is very obſervable, that in all the Epiſtles of 
the new Teſtament, where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of their effectual 
calling to be Saints, in the very next verſe he ſalutes them with | 
theſe words, Grace aud Peace be towards + you, 1 Cor. 1. 2. Ion 
| are 
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fects or concomitants, which. do ordinarily accompatty 
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are called to be Saints; Gract and Peace be towards - you; Rom. 1. 
65. Calle d to be Saiiiti , Grace and Peace be multiplyed towards 
you; audio in every Epiſtle beſid es; to note that when a man 
is effectually called, che more aſſurance he hath of his calling, 
the more peace he hath in his own conſcience, It wil greaten 
your peace, and greaten your inward comforts; therefore you 
ſhould labour after this aff.irance of your effectual calling. 

Abd thus having ſhewn you what effectual calling is, and 
why you muſt give diligence to make this ſure; I now paſſe 
to a third Querie. 7 

| What are the Characters or diſcoveries, whereby my ſoul 
may be aſſured tha t I a.n eff Aually called by Jeſus Chriſt ? 
And in the diſpatch of this, I ſhall reſolve it onel y by thele 
two general heads. ä 
Firſt, Vou may be aſſured of your effectual calling, if God 


| hath taken that method with your ſouls, which he doth ordi- 


narily take with thoſe whom he doth effectually call. 
Secondly, If the Lord hath wrought in you thoſe laving ef 
thoſe 
chat are thus effectually called: if theſe two things be done, 
you may have a ſeal and aſſurance in your own hearts that you 
alſo are effectually called. Beloved, it is not for Miniſters to 
flatter you: there are among many in the world but fe that 


are called; among many that are called but few that are elect- 
ed; and therefore do not flatter your ſelves. If upon tryal 
you finde you are not in the number of Gods called ones, go 
home and bewail your unregenerate and unconverted eſtate. 
But before I can ſpeak of this method, I muſt ſirſt lay downe 
ſome miſtakes that are held by erroneous mindes about the 
method God takes in calling a ſinner home to himſelf. 

A fiiſt miſtake is of the Pelagians, who hold this, that a man 
is able to call and convert himſelf, Now this opinion doth 
quite exclude and juſtle out God from having any hand there 


in : they ſay a Chriſtian is able to call and convert himſelſe, 
being only a general coneurrence and aſſiſtante from God. 


2. Of the Armini am, and they hold this, ThateffeQual cal- 


Ty 4 


ling confiſts only in moral perſwaſions, and may be refifted by 
the perſon chat is thus called 3\ and that à man being called 
k | 5 = into 
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{into a ſtate of grace; inay fall from his calling and fall from 
his grace, and ſo have no proſit by his calling at all; which is 
a moſt uncomfortable opinion: and ſurely God would never 
cake this method in calling of his people. 

That of the Papiſts ; and they ſay that God calls and or- 
dains a ſinner to glory, but it is upon the foreſight of his good 
works. God foreſaw how good and holy the man would be, | 
and therefore God would chuſe and call him to glory: But 
this hath no ground from Scripture neither. | 

4. That of the Familiſts ; and they hold this, That Gods me- 
thod in calling a ſinner is not by the outward Miniſtry of the | 
Word, but it is by Raptures and Revelations , and by divine 
inſpirations, and extraordinary wayes of working: but this 
is not Gods uſual method, though God ſometimes takes this 
way, as he did by Paul, who was called this way after an extra- 
ordinary manner: Yet this is not Gods ordinary rule, - -- - 

5. There is another miſtake, and that is of thoſe who preſſe 
a necefliry of ſuch meaſures of legal horrour and terrour upon 
the conſciences of men, elſe they can never be ſaved. Some- 
times Miniſters have been ſo harſh now and then, (though in- 
deed no ſuch cauſe to blame them as is pretended) yet ſome- 
times laſhes break out, that men muſt be ſo and ſo humbled, 
in ſuch a meaſure, and ſo long for duration. Now this is not 
Gods method to preſſe for meaſure, but a great miſtake about 
Gods manner of calling a ſinner 3; though I muſt confeſſe, this 
is the neareſt of all the five, to that rule God takes in calling a 
ſinner to glory. Having thus laid down the miſtakes, tis the 
eaſier now to finde out the truth: I come now to ſpeak of that | 
method God takes in calling a finner. And here Tſhall lay 
down a ſixfold method, in which God proceeds with thoſe 
whom he doth effectually call, which if he doth ſo with you; 
you may go home with a ſeal upon your hearts, that you are 
2 ly called to grace, and you ſhall one day come to 
glor z:: 1. e ee eee 
Firſt, When God goes about effectually to cal La poor ſinner 
into a fate of grace, he puts a clear light into his ſou], where- 
by he may ſeethe hainous and aggravated nature of all his | 
| ne; erde Wer be did before, "Row. 71 $19, 13; Tall 
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| you, Before. the commendment came, be was alive, and ſin was 


dead; that is, before the power of the word came upon his 
conſcience to convert him, he was alive; i. e. he thought he 
vas a good man, and a juſt man, and he thought fin was dead, | 
| fin was deſtroĩed; helnever. knew fin ſo ſinful :: but when the| ＋ 
| commandment came, ſin re vive d, and I died: but when the word} 
of God came with power upon my conſcience, and light upon 
my judgement, then I ſaw I was a dead man, fin had kil'd me, 
and I ſaw fin was raigning, and fin was raging in me: and 
what then 7 ver. 13. I ſaw. ſin exceeding ſinful ; he never ſaw. 
fin ſo before converſi on, before his Call, when he was a Pa- 
riſee; but when the word.of God came with power upon his} 
conſcience to call him, then ſaith he, I ſaw ſin to be exceeding 
ſinful, Now O Beloved ) hath ever God done thus with 
your ſouls? may be you look upon fin with a tranſient and 
general view but do you look upon fin ſo as to ſee more evil 
in ſin then ever you ſaw before ? This is the courſe God uſu- 
ally — 32 God 22 with . converted Dn as 
it is ſpoken. in Job 33. 27; 28. He looketh upon men, aud if an 
ſay, have ſinned, and —.— that 8 — and it doth . 
po Four me, he will deliver his ſoul from going. down into the pit, 

ud bis life ſhall ſee the light: that is, God looks upon the maſs| 
of mankind in the world, and ſaith, if any man ſay he hath| 
finned, and it did not prof him, that is, if he look upon fin as 
an evil, and that he never did get good by it: then faith God; 
4 * | Iwill deliver his ſoul from hell, and bring him to heaven. f 
0rd. Yea, but you will ſay, May be tometimes. God may do 
| thus to affright men, and trouble men in minde, make them 
| ſee their ſins: but is this Gods uſual work 0 
Mb. | Yes; it is, ver. 29. Lo, theſe things worketh God oftentimes with 
. mem. Mark, it is not a ſeldom work, but it is Gods work of- 
ten, he will make you ſee your fans, ſee them to be fruitleſſe, 
and ſee them to be 1 Lo, theſe.thmgs God -warketh| 
-- | oftentimes with men. Hence you read, Jobn 16. 8. ben the Spi-| 
r ſball come ( mark-his Office) be ſpall convincethe wirid of fm *| 
Tho firſt act of the Spirit in converting a ſoul,and<calling him, | 
is to convince him of ſin. And I Remember Piſcator thinks 5 
ils accompliſhed in Ads 2. mn. . 
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Beloved, to how many do] ſpeak this. day, with whom God 
hath never taken this Method, ſince they were born into the 
world? How many are there that have been told of their 
drunkenneſſe, and told of their luſts, and of their deceits, and 
of their licencious living from day to day; and yet to this 
day they never ſaw fin to be exceeding ſinful; they never were 
convinced of fin to purpoſe ? If they did indeed ſee their fin, 1. 
it was but a tranſient fight, ſoon come and ſoon gonez or elſe 2. 
it was but 2 general ſight, o ſay we are all finners : or 3. If they | 


[or 4. If they did ſee ſin, it was an unhumbling ſight; the ſight 
{| Beloved, do not lay hold or have hopes of being effectually 
call d, if God hath not ſhewn you the hainous and aggravated : 


exceeded; and then be opens their ears to diſcipline,and commands | 
| them to return from evil, Mark, then the Lord doth it, when he 


| this is Gods firſt work; and happy are you that are brought 


| ſery, by reaſon of that body of death, the finfulneſle of his na - 


takes to be a moſt grievous punifhment. Why Beloved, have 
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cifying of Feſus Chriſt z this is the ficſt work of the Spirit of 
God, in Je Callie he will convince you of ſin. Now, O 


did ſee their fin, it was but a confuſed ſight; no way diftin& : 


of fan did never humble them in Gods fight. I intreat you, 


nature of your fins. There is a ſpeech, Job. 36. 9, 10. He firſt 
ſhews to men their works, and tbem tranſgreſſions, that they haue 


makes them ſee their tranſgreſſions, that they have exceeded; 
Now, have you ſeen that you have exceeded in your Paſſions, 
and in your Pride? have you ſeen fin to be exceeding ſinful? 


— e School, that Chriſt doch take this Method 
wichall. 1 — 
2. After God hath put a light into the ſoul, to make you ſee | 
the ſinſulneſſe of fm; then 2. God faſtens theſe thoughts on 
the ſoul, to make you ſenſible of the great miſery that your 
{ins have brought you into; to cry out with Paul, Rom. 7. 24. 
Wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me: from this budy 
of death ? There Pauleryes out of his wretchedneſſe and mi- 


ture, which he confeſſes did as much trouble him as if a dead 
body ſhould be tied to his living body;alluding to the cuſtome 
of the Romans, in puniſhing notorious Malefactors, which he 


eaten ſeen this? did you ever ſee that miſery that fin 
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Of making ſure our effeFual Calling. Ser. 2. 
brought upon you? that fin did deveſt you of righteouſneſſe, 
did rob y ou of your God, baniſh you from his preſence, intitle 

you to hell, and make you objects of his wrath? Now were 
you ſenſible of this miſery ? this is Gods method, to make y 
ſee your miſery by reaſon of fin. | = 
3. God puts the ſoul into a kind of ſpiritual aftoniſhment, | 
_ the poor finner doth not know where to go, what courſe 
| to take, which way toturn, how he may get pardon for his 
nin, and recovery from his miſerie. This you finde mentioned 
as Gods method, ' As 2. 37. upon 3000 at once, Men and 
Brethren, what ſhall we do to be ſaved ? They were even in amaze, 
the word wrought upon them, and they ſaw Jeſus Chriſt cru- 
|cified to be their fin z and now they crie out in great aftoniſh- 
ment, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do to be ſaved? When 
God effectual ly calls a man, he will leave him a little to him- 
ſelfe, that he kuows not which way in the world to turn him. 
Now when I ſpeak of ſpiritual; Aſtoniſhment, miſtake me not; 
for firſt, I preſſe not ſuch a meaſure of Humiliation, nor ſuch 
a meaſure of trouble of minde, how great it muſt be; Nor | 
Secondly do I preſſe the duration of it, how long it muſt be; - 
- | thiat' you muſt be ſo long and fo long. Nor Thirdly, do 
preſſe an abſolute neceſſitie of this, as if a man could not be 
call'd without ĩt. Indeed we read of Lydia, that her heart was 
opened, and ſhe never troubled nor! aftonifht,z and God ſome- | 
times works thus in an extraordinary way: but preſſe this, 
that ordinarily, its Gods Method in ſome meaſure or other, at 
ſome tĩme or other, to put his People in ſuch a plunge, that 
they thall not know which way in the world to turn them 
iſelves, And ſo were thoſe 3000 Ads 2. They could not tell 
what they ſhould do to be ſaved. |, IN i 
1 And here further, if you ask me, With whom doth God 
moſt of all take this-courſe, to put them into ſuch ſpiritual a- 
mazement; to put them into — and terror abou: their 
everlaſting eſtate? I Anfiver, firſt, Thoſe that have liv'd in 
a courſe — before Converſion 3 let them look | 
to it : if thou haſt been a knottie and ſtout-hearted ſinner a- 
inſt God, God muſt give thee many a blow before he can 
hammer thee to his own will. You that have been guiltie of 
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cunk enneſſe, and guiltie of Adultery, or guiltie of Sabbath- 
breaking in a groſſe and licencious way, that have made this 
world a ſtage to act wickedneſſe upon, look to it; boaſt not of 

our Calling: if God hath not brought you in this way, you 

ave ground to ſuſpect you are not yet cal ld. They that 
before Converſion were looſe in their lives, it they finde not 
this | vo yu amazement, it is not likely they are call'd. And 
therefore I verily ſuſpect your Call, that can Jump out of a 
courſe of Protanenefle, into a courſe of Profeſſion; that can 
jump from a courſe of Malignitie to delight to hear Sermons, 


| [and love Minifters. You that have been oppoſers of godli- 
Ineſſe, if you do not ſhew an eminent work in your Converſion, 
II greatly 1 you are converted or no becauſe 


it is Gods uſual Method, if men have been men of groſſe lives 


before calling, to bring them to great aſhoniſhmenc when they 


* 


ſare called. 


2, You that have often withſtood, and ſtill withſtand Gods 
call; that Sermon after Sermon, and invitation after invita - 
tion would not gain upon you; Do you look about you : 
God will give you many a blow, God will fend yon many a 


ſſad hour, before he brings you to your peace. 


3. Thoſe that have often ſinn d againſt Conſcience, that do 
as It were lay Conſcience waſt; that are prodigall of ſinning, 
not caring for ſinning againſt never ſo much light, and never 
ſo much conviction. Beloved, you ſhall not have ſo eaſie 


[a coming to heaven: God will fuft lay many ſtroaks upon | 


you, and draw heavie groans from you. David ſaith, By reaſon | 
of thy terrors 1 am afraid, and my boxes are dried up: You are 


ſubject to moſt horror and aſtoniſhment, that do ſin againſt 


Conſcience, Again, 
4. When God hath done thus, made you ſee the aggravated 
nature of fin, ſhewn you your miſery by reaſon of fin, and 


brought you into ſuch a condition that you cannot tell how 


to be ſaved; then 4. this is Gods Method, to take you off from 
your own bottom, beat you off from reſting on duties, and 
beat you off from dependance upon graces, and beat you off 
rom every thing in your ſelves. This was Gods work in Paul, 


Pbil. 3.9, 10. I was, ſaith Paul, Circumciſed the eigth day, of wel 
1 | | h : oc 
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\ſtock of Hrael, of the Tribe of Benjamen, an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; 
that is, my father and mother were Hebrews : what then 
and I was, tc/cbing the Law, blamelefſe, Mark, he was ſo ſtan- 
__ upon his own legs, upon his own bottome z that he| - 
thought himſelfe a holy man, a man blameleſſe touching the 
Law. But nom, ſaich he, what things were gain to me, I count loſs 
for Chriſt ; yea doubileſſe, I count all thirgs loſt, that I might be 
found in Chriſt, not having mine own rig bteouſneſſe. Here Paul be- 
fore Converſion depended upon his holy living, and honeft 
dealing; but now Tam converted, and ſee my folly 3 now I 
de ſire to be found in Chriſty not having mine own righteouſneſſe. See 
how God did unbottonie Paul from any goodneſſe in himſelf, 
to make him reſt upon Jeſus Chriſt : and this is Gods work 
with thee ; he will unbottome thee from thy ſelfe, and make 
thee ſee thou canſt not be thine own Saviour. | 

5. After he hath unbottom'd thee from thy ſelfe, he puts 
thee upon earneſt longings and looking after Jeſus Chriſt. 
When the poor ſoul hath canſack'd duties, and gone to this 
Miniſter, and the other Miniſter, to be ſatisfied 3-and he ſees 
duties cannot help him, and prayer wil not help him; now 
he thinks, I ſee none but Chriſt to lay my head upon: and I 
ſee none but a Chriſt J muſt make recourſe unto: And now 
he is ſo longing after Chriſt, t hat if all the ſtones in the ſtreets 
were gold, and all the building of his houſe were diamond, 
and all his garments beſpangled with pearle; none of theſe | 
| ſhould interrupt, or ſtay him from running after Jeſus Chrift ; 
and this, as I may ſay, is Gods ſecond work: The three firſt may | 
be in wicked men, they may ſee their fin and miſery there- 
by, and be in a maze not knowing which way to gce: but 
theſe two are a form beyond the wicked; they never unbor- | 
tom themſelves, nor ever have any longings or breathings 
after Chriſt at all. | . 

6. It is Gods method after all this, to make them finde a- 
bundance of contentment, and acquiefcence — — Chꝛ iſt; 
that they may have occaſion to ſay, I ſee I have laid my help 
. | upon one that is mightie; I ſee Thave pitcht upon him that 
is both able and willing to do me good. 2 Thefſ. 2. 16. Hath 
| gives us everlaſting conjolation, and good hope through pow! 
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And now beloved, having | 2 of theſe things, how many 
in the Congregation have I left behind, that haply the Lord 
hath uſed none of theſe methods with their ſoules ? O Lord, l 
am not able to tell you your miſcrie, but I intreat you take 
heed, and doe not nuzzle up your ſoules in Preſumption and 
ground leſs perſwaſions; for believe it, theſe are Gods ordi- 
nary methods he takes with moſt ſouls in bringing them 1 
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2 Pet. 1. 10. | 


Wherefore the rather, Brethren , give all diligence to make | 


SERMON III. jp. | 


your Calling and Election ſure... 


Her finiſhe the firſt part of the diſcoverie, in relation 
Ito the method God takes with thoſe whom he doth efſe- 
| tually call. Ino proceed to the ſecond way of diſcovery, 
and that is, by thoſe ſaving Concomitants, that do and will 
accompany a ſoul that is effectually call'd : and theſe ſaving 

effects, I ſhal reduce under eight heads. | 


Firſt, A man eff:&ually call'd by Chriſt, he doth unfained- | 


ly love the word of God, and the Minifter that preached that 


word that God did uſe as an inſtrument of hiscall. Firſt, 1 
ſay, he will love the word, Jobs d: 47. He that is of God, 
(that is, he that is calld by God) heareth Gods word, therefore 5 


you are not of God, becauſe you bear not bis word. There the 
Scripture tels us, that they who are of God, effectually called 
by him, they hear his word with abundance of delight, and 
abundance of joy and love. Sot Jobs 4, 5, 6: He that is of 


God heareth us, he that is not of God heareth not un. And there- 
fore David, when he would evidence a work of God upon | 

his heart, Pſal. 119.14. Thy word, ſaith he, is as great riches to 
me. And as if he did not vulue riches omg nes to the word, | 


loved; 


* 


verſ. 72. Llove thy word:abourThoufands of gold aud ſilber. Be- 
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| 


call. Wherefore all you that ſpurn againſt the Goſpel, that 


loved, if you are converted and called by eſus Chriſt, you 
wil love the Word of God, that was an inſtrument of your 


— 


Paul, becauſe Paul was the Minifter that did convert him: 


no more ſavour in an Ordinance of God, then (as Tb ſaith) 


| not goe to hear the word at all? What's the reaſon? One is 


| inſtrument of Timothies converſion, and Timothy being a Mi- 


cannot endure to have the word come with power upon your 
conſciences; all you that are weary of Ordinances, and find 


there is taſte in the white of an egge; this is an argument you 
are not yet called. What's the reaſon one man wil riſe early, 
goe far, take pains, and many times neglect his own lawful 
affairs, and all toenjoy the word : when another man will 
goe by the Church- door, and haply goeto a Tavern, and wil 


call'd by the word, and the other not: one is called by the 
Word, and therefore loves it, another is not called, and that 
makes him negleCt it, = 8 
2. He doth not only love the word, but the Miniſter that 
by preaching the word was an inſtrument of his converſion. 
And therefore it is obſervable, which ſome Divines note, That 
of all men that we read of in Scripture, there was no man did 
love Paul ſo well as Timothy : For I bare no man like minded, 
faith Paul, Phil, 2,22. No mau that did ſo naturally care for bim, 
and for the Church of God, as he; For as a ſon with his father batb 
he ſerved me. And what's the reaſon ? Why, Pan! was the | 


niſter, and come to a great pitch in grace, he thought that of 
all Arguments inthe world, that ſhould indear him to love 


therefore he calls him (i Tim. 1. 2.) Timothy his beloved ſon in 
the Faith. And hence it is, that when the Apoſtle would 
draw love from the Corinthians to himſelf, and the Miniſters 
of Chriſt that were the means of their calling, he urgeth it | 
upon this ground, that they were the means that did beget 

them to Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Cor, 4. ver. 1. compared with ver. 15, 
16. Let a man ſo account of us, as of the Miniſters of Coriſt, and | 
as Stewards of the myſteries of God, Why ſhould men ſo ac- | 
| count of them? For (ver. 15.) though you have ten thouſand In- 


| begotten you through the Goſpel. Hereby he would draw out. 


ſtrufiers, yet have you not many Fathers; fer in Chriſt Jeſu I have | 
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heir love to him, becauſe he was the inſtrument that did firſt 
convert them, Now then, put thefe two together: A man 
that is effectually called, he doth both love the Word of 
Chriſt, that was an inſtrument of his calling; and the Mini- 
ſter that preach'd that word, which was the meanes by which 
he was called: and try ycur ſelves by theſe, Many of you 
haply have ſome good wrought (as you think) upon you, 
and ſome change in you ; but truly let metell you this, if 
| you are perſons that are out of love with the word, if you 
are out of love with thoſe Miniſters God made inſtrumental to 
convert you; you have juſt cauſe to ſuſpect your calling; 
for you ſee throughout the whole courſe of Scripture, their 
hearts did cleave with love to them that called them: And 
therefore they that can flight and contemn choſe Miniſters 
by whoſe Miniſtry they were brought home to Jeſus Chriſt 
they have juſt cauſe of jealouſie to ſuſpect their Call, A- 
Ain, ö 11 47 i 3 5 | ; : | 

x 3. If God hath effe&ually called you, he will by his Spi- 
rit bring you out of a ſtate of ignorance and darkneſs, and give 
you ſome meaſure of knowledge, to be acquainted both with 
the myſteries of God and Chriſt, and the ſinfulneſſe of your, 
ſelves more then ever you were before. This the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter intimates, 1 Pet. 2. ner. 9. Icu are a chiſen generation, 4 
royall Prieſthood, a peculiar people, that you may ſhew forth the 
praiſe of him, who hath called you out of darkneffe into his marvel- 
lous light : i. e. out of e into a great meaſure of know - 
ledge. And it is called a mar vellaus ez 1. Becauſe it ĩs 
marvellous if you compare that knowlec ge you ſhal have un · 
der the Goſpel, with hy Be men had under the Law. 2. It is 
marvellous, becaufe men are aſtoniſſid, that they ſhould, af- 
ter ſo long a night of ignorance, come to ſo great a meaſure | 
{of knowledge. 3. It is called marvellous, becauſe it is ſo 
contrary to that condition they were formerly in: As if a 
man that hath lain long in a dark dungeon, ſhould be ſud- 
denly called into a. glorious. Palace, the Palace would ſeem | 
moreglorious, becauſe it is ſo contrary to the dark Priſon : 
So this work of God when he calls you, it is marvellous light, 
becauſe it is ſo contrary, to me conditi you, were in before 
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your calling. Iſa. 30.26. As 26.18. He bath ſent his word 10 
| [call you from darkneſſe to light, and from the our of Satan to 
God. 4. It is a marvelloxs light, becauſe ſuch as none but the 
Mediator could procure it, I. 42. 6, 7: I will give thee = 2 
light to the Gentiles. 3. It is a marvellous light, becauſe a light. 
that ſhines out of darkneſſe, 2 Cor. 4. 6. God that commanded | : 
[the light to ſhine out of darkneſſe. 6. It is a marvellous light be- 
cauſe it hath more force then any other light: tis called the |. 
light of life, John $412. | | | 
| Now this call from darkneſs to light hath two branches: 

1. A man ſhal have more Light, to have more acquaintance 
with, and more clearneſs in the myſteries of Jeſus Chriſt: And 
2. more Light to know the ſinfulneſs of himſelf. 

Firſt, He ſhal have more Light to know the myſteries of 
Jeſus Chriſt: And hence it is that Paul tels us, Gal. i. 16, It plea- 
ſed God to call me by his grace, and to reveal his Son in me; im- 
plying, that where God by his grace doth call a ſinner, he 

doth reveal his Son unto him. Wherefore, Beloved, if Jeſus | 
| Chriſt be not made known to your ſoules, if y ou have no 
competent meaſure of the knowledge of Chriſt; you may be 
under this conviction, that you are not yet called by Jeſus 
Chrift. Nay further, he doth not only call you unto this 
Light, to manifeſt Jeſus Chriſt to you in fome dim way; but 
you ſhal have a clear light: 2 Cor. 4.6. For Gud bo comman- 
ded. light to ſhine out of darkneſſe, bath ſhined in our hearts (not 
in a dim, bur ſhining light) to give u tb light of the knowledg of | 
| rhe glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chrift : that is, you have a 
8 to know God in the face of Chriſt; you cannot 
know God in himfelf, but in the perſon of Chriſt you ſhall 
have light to know him. This there fore is the firſt Branch, | 
1 =_ = a _ =_ oy ſoul, whereby thou ſhale | 
havea clear know the things appertaining to Jeſus 
havea clear knowledge of the things appeaining to Jeſus 
Again Secondiy, This ſhall not only: reveal Chiriſt to thee; 
but this _ ſhaFalſo reveal thy Selfe to thee, the finfulneſs- 


| of chy ſelf. It is obſervable of Paul, that before his calling, 
{ be was after the law blameleſʒ he thought himſelf to be a fault- | 
let # ic , , * lle him; then he 2 out, ; 
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himlelfe to be a vile and wretched man. And therefore, Be- 
loved, any of you that have not this marvellous light in your 
ſouls, neither to know God, nor to know Jeſus Qurift, nor 
the matters appertaining to him, nor to know the ſinfulneſſe 


ally called: either theſe paſſages in Scripture muſt be raſed 

out, or elſe your calling muſt not be ſound; and therefore 
take heed: I would fain make my Miniſtry ſearching, that 
hypocrites may not lie lurking under it. You would be bet- 


and therefore (I intreat you) look about you: Theugh I. 
would have no godly man diſcouraged by this that is ſpoken; 
but that you that are not yet called, might have your hearts a 
little ſtaggered by What is and wil be ſaid. 

A man effe&ually called is caſt out of himſelf, and cleaves 
to, and cloſeth with Jeſus Chriſt, with more complacencie and 
contentment, then ever he could do in all his life before. Joba 


doe hear the word, but never cloſe in with Chriſt; but alliithe 
that have heard, and by hearing have learut, and are cal- 
led, come nnto me, and cloſe in with me, and cleave to me, 
and take content and delight in me. Beloved, there are ma- 
ny that hear the word, yet never goe out of themſelves, and 
never cloſe in with Chriſt: yea but all they that hear and 
learn, that hear and are called by hearing, they all come in 
to Jeius Chriſt. Wherefore all you, that in hearing cannot 
finde your hearts in love with Chriſt, cannot finde your heats 
to clofe in with Chriſt, and believe in Chriſt; you have juſt 
cauſe to ſuſpett your call, that your calling is not effe qtual. 
1 Cor. 1. 24. The Apoſtle tels you, there were other men 
| counted Chriſt fooliſpueſi ; but to you that are called; Cbriſt is tbe 
| power and wiſdome of God : that is, you do acknowledge, and 
you do conceive of Jeſus Chriſt, that he hath as much power 


6.45. He that hath heard and learned of the father, ſhal come uato | 
meʒhe doth not ſay, all they that hear of the father:many men | 


of your own hearts; take it from Ood, you are not effectu- | | 


ter Chriſtians, if you were better acquainted with all that | 
unſoundneſs, and that wretchedneſs of heart that is in you; 


| 


him ; and you cloſe in with Chrrſt for that end, when other 
| F 2 men 
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as God hath in him, and as much wiſdome as God hath in . 


3 
1 ſee fin to be exceeding ſinfull: chen he ſaw fin to be lin, andy 
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| phraſe, to call upon God: to ſhew, that whoever is effectually 


| what bave I any more to do with Idols? The interogation imports 


men think Chriſt to be fooliſh, and Chriſt weak: men uncall'd,| 
they have low thoughts of Chriſt :; but to you that are called, | 
Chriſt is the power and wiſdome of God: You will have high |. 
thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt if you are effectually called. BE 

4. That man that is effectually called, he ſhall be inabled | 
by the ſpirit of Chriſt to call upon God, 1 Cor. 1. 2. To all in 
Corinth called to be Saints, with all that call upon the name of tbe 
Lord. There the Apoſtie joynes called to be Saints, with this 


called to be a Saint, that man ſhall be inabled by the Spirit of, 
Jeſus, to call upon God. Pſal. 27.8. When thou ſaideſt, Seek 
my face ; my heart ſaid unto thee, thy face Lord will I ſeek. Hence 
ye read, Ads 9. 11. when Auanias doubted whether Paul was 
truly call'd or no, and Jeſus Chrift would convince Ananias | 
that he was truly call'd : what means doth he uſe ? verſe 11. 
do not ſuſpect him, - but ariſe ſaith Chriſt, and go to bim into the 
ſtreet, ealed ſtraigbt, and inquire at the hoaſe of: Fudas for one 
| Seul of Tarſus, for behold he prayeth. If he were not called, he 
would never go to God in ſuch a cordial way, and humble his ; 
ſoul before God for his by paſt failings : and beg ſtrength for 
time to come, and labour to have his peace made with me. Go 
to him, for bebold be prayeth: and therefore all you that have not 
a ſpirit in any meaſure to call upon God, and to pour forth 
=» requeſts in a ſolemn prayer; you have juſt cauſe of jea- 
ouſie to-ſufpe& your Call. . 

5. If you are effectually called, God hath wrought in your 
fouls, an utter deteſtatiom and loathing of all the evils that in 
the former part of your lives before your calling you have 
committed and were guilty of. Hoſ. 14. 8. Ephraim ſhall ſay, 


a vehement deteſtation of them, and indignation againſt them. 
2 Cor. 7. 11. the Apoſtle ſpeaks there of repentance, (the ſame 
with calling) when men come to have the work of grace in 
their hearts: and this is a branch of it: that godly ſorrow cau- 
ſetb care, and cauſetb ſeare, and cauſetb indignation : that is, if 
any man be a repenting man, and a converted man: this con- 
'verfion wilt cauſe indignation ; that is, he will be even mad 


with hitnfelfe; and angry with himſelfe, that. be ſhould: be ſo 
re * 


vile] 
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it is, when God ſpeaks of Iſraels converſion, Iſa. 2. 20. tis ſaid, 


wonted covetouſneſſe: if you cannot look with indignation 
againſt theſe, you have great cauſe to ſuſpect your call: For if 
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[vile a wretch before converſion, as he hath been. Thus was 
Paul, he ſpeakes wich indignation againſt the fins he was 


guilty of before his calling. 1have been a perſecutor, I have 


gainſt the Church, Beloved, you will count your ſins to be 
madneſſe, and count them to be greatly aggravated, that were 
committed before God call'd you. Axſelnz ſaid to his body, 
Fle tame thee, O unruly beaft, with fafting and prayer. We 
read of one that bit off his tongue in indignation, that there- 
with he had denied Jeſus Chriſt. Another Martyr put that 
hand firſt into the fire, with which he had ſubſcribed a recan- 
tation: ſaying, Burn thou, O hand, that didſt ſubſcribe to 
that which might have made me burn both body and ſoul in 
hell. And therefore you that have no loathing thoughts a- 
gainſt paſt deceit, and paſt drunkenneſſe, and paſt ſwearing, 
and paſt evils: ſuſpe& your calling: You that do not abhor 
the thoughts of your former evils, your wonted pride, and 


God have called you, he will make you even angry wich your 
ſelves, that ever you have been ſo vile as you have been. Hence 


hald the Saints into priſon : Nay, ſaich he, Twas even mad as | 


they ſhall caft away their Idols from them: they ſhall caſt away 
their {ins as with indignation againſt themſelves, becauſe they 
have ſinned. And hence in the Propheſie of Ezek. 20. 43. the 
Prophet tels them, that for the evils they had done, they ſhonld 


ſo great againſt themſelves, that ever they ſhould be fo vile a- 
gainſt God before their call. So David with indignation ſaith, 
after he had recovered himſelfe, and brought his heart into a 
repentant frame, ſo fooliſh was I and T:;awant, Pſal. 73. 22, Now 
Beloved, I would hear appeale unto you, Iwill judge no man; 
let your own conſciences paſſe ſentence upon you; But let me 
appeale to your ſelves: Have not many of you before theſe: 
times been oppoſers of Religion; men walking in ungodly, 
lewd, and profane courſes of living? haply naw you are 


moul ded into a form of Profeſſion z now you hear the Word, 


peak wel of Miniſters; now you cry up Government, many 
= your 
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loath themſelves in their own eyes: their indignation ſhould be |. 
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Of making ſure our effectual Calling. ger. 3. 
plauſtble way es and actions you can carry on; but what is in 
your hearts? Have you indignation againſt your paſt perſecu- 
tion, and evils? If not, believe it, though you go far, I fear 
| you may come ſhort of heaven: your calling is not real, if you 
have not indignation and wrath aga inſt your former ſins com- 
mitted. Ard therefore, O what a ſad word is this to all'n- 
lenſible ſinners ! that are men that never had their hearts 
couch'd with remorſe for any evil: What a ſad word is this to 
you that have been drunk week atcer week; and ſworn day 
after day; and dcceived hour after hour, and been unclean 
time after time: and yet all theſe evils never touch'd the heart? 
Truly, you have great cauſe to fear, that God hath not yer 
eff.ctually called you by Jeſus Chriſt. 
6. The man that is «ff: &ually called, his ſpirit is brought 
into an obedicntial frame, to yield obedience to the commands 
of ſeſus Chriſt : if God call you by his Spirit, he will not 
leave you to the exorbitancies of your own wayes and will, 
but he will bring you to a yeeldingneſſe of heart to all his 
commands. Rom, 15. 6. We have recti ved grace and Apoſtle» 
ſhip for obedience to the faith among all Nations, among whom you 
are alſo the called of Feſus Chriſt, The Apoſtle did not alone 
receive grace tor obedience; but the ſame was among — 
alſo: Jou receive grace for the obedience of faith. So that now, 
if you are the called of Jeſas Chriſt, the Lord hath this work? 
upon you, he doth bring you to the obedience ot faith ; that 
is, he doth work in your ſouls a yeelding frame to obey all 
the commands of Jeſus Chriſt : and therefore any of you that 
ſtand out with ſtoutneſſe of heart againſt Jeſus Chriſt; let 
Chrift ſay what he will, yon will do whar you lift; let him 
command what he will, you will do what you pleaſe: you 
that ſtand out thus with gainſaying of ſpirit againft Jeſus 
| Chriſt, you have great cauſe to ſuſpect your Call. Again, 
A man effectually called by Jeſus Chriſt, he will be miſ- 

called and reproach'd by the men of the world : 70h 15. 19. 1f 
yon were of the world, the world would love his own ; but becauſe 
vou are not of the worid, but I have choſen you out of the world, there- 
fore the world hates you. Yet do not miſtake me; I do not ſay 
in this Concomitant, That every man that is IS 

mil- 


„ 
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miſ- called is a called man: but I ſay, A man that is truly cal- 
led, will be miſ· called by wicked men. Now miſ-· calling, or 
the reproaches of wicked men, is a pledge of ”= effeGaal 
calling, if you take in theſe qualifications : Firlt, if they miſ- 
{call you meerely becauſe you are godly, and hate you becauſe 
of your holineſſe, then it is an argument, as Jeſus Chriſt 
ſaid, Becauſe T have called you out of. the world, therefore the world 


occaſion of offence wherefore they may juſtly miſ-call you: If 
you can ſay with David, Pial. 59. They miſ-call me; but it is 

neither for my wickednef, nor for my ſins : if they miſ-cal! you 
wichour any ground, then it is a probable argument of your 

Effectual Calling. | 
8. A man effectually called, he makes it his endeavour to walk 

worthy of his calling: 2 Tbeſſ. 2. 13, 14. So Ey beſ. 4. 1. Walk 
worthy of the calling wherewith you are called. And thus I have 
briefly gone over theſe Eight Particulars : I intreat you, delude 
not your own hearts, but bring the Word and your hearts to- 
gether, and trie by theſe Notes, whether you can evidence to 
your own ſouls, That you are effectually called by Jeſus 
Chriſt, or no. 

Nov is this true, That with all thoſe whom God hath effe - 
Rually called, he doth take thoſe Methods before ſpoken of; & 


way of Uſe, This ſhould be aſtoniſhment to all thoſe that ne- 
| |ver had thoſe Methods of God upon their ſouls ; that never 


6 EET 


( Beloved ) I with 1 cou faſten the naile of Terror deep into 
their hearts, that never had any of theſe wrought in their ſouls; 
that never loved the word, nor the Miniſters of it; chat never 
were brought by God out of a ſtate of ignorance into a flate 
of knowledge; that never did cloſe in effe&ually with Jeſus 
Chrift; that never had indignation againſt the evils they did 
before Converſion ; that never had their hearts brought into 
an obediential frame, to take impreſſion of any command that 
{God ſhould laje upon them; how ſadly ſhould this Conſidera- 
tion lie upon your hearts | | 

tho Are you effectually calted'? Labour to reſemble him in 


n 


hateth you. Secondly, If they miſ-· call you when you give no 


he doth work theſe Concomitants now named? Then 1. By 


had theſe effects within them to aceompanie their Call. 0 
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your converſation that hath called you. This Uſe the Apoſtle | 
makes of this Doctrine, 1. Pet. 1, 15. As he that hath called | 

ou is holy, I be yau holy: Reſemble him that hath called you in 

holineſſe. An excellent phraſe you have, 1 Pet. a. 9. Shew| 

Oer g {0116 (faith the Apoſtle) the pratſes of him that hath called you | 
1 ee from dar kucſi into his marvellous light. The word is more full 
*£2a1ſe/- in the Greek; Shew forth, or manifeſt (not the praiſes, as we 

Are gc. {read it, bur ) the vertues or the graces of him that hath called | 

you. If God hath called you, and Chriſt hath called you, you 

{ſhould ſhew forth Chriſts graces in your Converſation ; that is, 

live as Chrift lived, and walk as Chriſt walked. If you ſay, | 

you have fellowſhip with Chriſt, you ought alſo to wal as be walked, 


Vſe I Joh. 1 . | 
| P17 3. Do nothing that may any way blemiſh this holy calling 
of yours; this the Apoſtle preſſeth, 2 Tbeſſ. 1. 11. Ve pray al- 
waies for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling. 
So Ephſ. 4. 1. I as a priſoner of the Lord Jeſus befeech you, that you 
walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith you are called. Beloved, 
{If you are called, take heed of any way blemiſhing your Call : 
All the ſcandals and failings you commit, laies a ſpot upon 
that holy calling of yours: though indeed their is no reaſon 
to blemiſh a mans Profeſſion, although ſome ſhould errein their | 
practice. The Apoſtle takes off this, Gal. 5. 8. This perſwa | 
ion, Taith Paul, comes not from bim that hath called you. As if he 
ſhould ſay ; many nien ſeeing the Galathians turn Apoſtates, 
| they may blame Religion, and blame God that call'd them; 
but ſaith the Apoſtle, do not blame them; for this perſwaſion 
of their failings, comes not from him that called them : 2 | 
calling is not in fault, but your corruptions are in fault. 
Therefore it is an unjuſt accuſation, becauſe ſome men fail, to 

3 blame God, and blame Profeſſion, and Religion for it. 
Fje 4. 4. f God hath effectually call'd you, and you can evince it to 
| your own ſouls upon the diſcovery before heard; my laſt Uſe 
is this, that yon would live in exalting and magnifying of the 
1 Tim. Srace of God in your calling: eu are called, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
9. according to the p in poſe of bis graceʒnot according to your own works, 
Olive live in maęnify ing that grace that hath called you. 
And here ] might preſſe upon you 7. or 8. W 
0 hy 
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2. You are called from a courſe of fin to a courſe of holi- 


neſſe: Before your calling you were the Divels Drudges, and 
did his work at wil; the Divel (in Pauls language to Timothy) 


had you Capt. ve at his pleaſure; but when God calls you, he 
takes you from under the dominion and raign of ſin; and 
brings you into a courſe of holineſſe, 1 Theſc4. 7. Tou ere called, 
not unto uncleanneſie, but unto holineſſe, 2 Pet. 1. 3+ He hath called 
us to glory and vertue. Before calling, thou wert the receptacle 
or common ſhore of all filth and uncleanneſſe; when called, 
thou art ſwept with the heſome of ſanctification; yea beauti- 
fied and adorned as a pl. ſant palace for thy God to delight 


in. And this ſhould cauſe you much to magnifie grace, that 


you are brought from being the Devils drudges, to be Gods 
freemen; from being the Devils ſlaves, to be Gods ſervants; 
from being the Devils taskeman, to pay thee thy wages in hel, 
to - Gods workman, for which he will givg thee thy reward 
in heaven. 


3. God calls thee from bondage to En In the time 


are 


chat chou art uncalled, thou — —— 2 Pet a. 19. they 
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q are the ſervants of Corruption, Cc. in bondage to thy luſts, and 
bondage to thy Paſſion, and a ſlave to the world; thou art in 
bondage under the Law, under the curſe and rigour, and con- 
demnation of it; but now Jeſus Chriſt, if he have called thee, 
he hath called thee to liberty. Gal 5. 13. Ton are called to liberty, 
only uſe not liberty as a Cloak to wichedneſſ. Before calling, 2 Tim. \ 
2. 28. you are in Sathaus ſnares; but after calling, you are ſer 
at liberty, you are freed from the guilt, and freed from the 
bondage of your ſin. | 
4. You are called from a condition of eſtrangedneſſe, into an 
intimate familiaritie and fellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt. Before | 
calling, you are Strangers from the life of grace, Epheſ. 4. 18. 
You are without God in the world, (rangers tothe Commonwealth | 
of Iſrael, Epheſ. 2. 12. But when God calls you, he cals you | 
from the condition of a ſtranger, and brings you into friend- 
fhip and fellowſhip with Jeſus Chrift, 1 Cor. x. 9. God is fanh- 
ful, by whom you are called into the fellowſhip of his Son: You who 
were withont Chriſt before-callag , being called, you enjoy | 
neer familiaritie with his Son. EST 2 
3. Jou are called from Sathan unto God. Ads 26.18 He 
hath ſent forth his word among you, to bring you from darkweſſe| 


to light, and from the power of Sathan io God. 'Sathan who was 
| thy lord, and was thy maſter, and ruler, thou art now from [ 
under his clutches, and broughtunder the dominion and ſub- 
An f thy GSO ütl. 5 oc ms 23 f 
| 6. When God effectually calls thee, thou art brought from 
a ſtate of enmitie againft God, to a ſtate of amitie and reconci- 
Hation towards him, and Jeſus Chriſt, and all' the — ings of 
God. Col. 3. 15. Let the peace of God rule in your bearts., for to 
this ye are call:d.; and of thankful, God hath called you to 
peace, he hath not called you to wrath. Before Calling, God | 
and thy foul were the moſt inveterate enemies in all the 
world: After Calling, God and thou are of enemies become 
4 greateſt friends: Tou are called to peace, therefore be thank- 


7. You are called from ftate of ſhame to a flare offlory Be- 


1 fore you ate called, you are vile ł ſham ares in Gods | 
; | Gght 5 when Gon eals you; tie eals you i condition glo- 
N —— 3 1 ry 
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ry. i Pet. 5. to. M bo hath called us to his eternall glory ;and 1. Theſ .. 
2. 12. Since tben waſt pre ccus iu my ſig bt, aud] bave loved thee, thou 

becameſt honou able, Iſa 43. 1 Per. 2. 6. To you that beleive, Chriſt 

is precious or as it is in the Greek, be is an honour to you. Jeſus 1s. 
Chriſt, when once you are galled to à believeing ſtatꝭ, he is not | 
| to you. This then you are to conſider, that ##called, you are 
| in a {ſhameful condition, no badg ot honour lies upon you; 
but when once you are called by Chriſt, he becomes an honour 


E vou. 


ſhall be called from earth to heaven, and from the grave to 
flosy-3 this (hall be your call after death, Nox put all theſe 
Eight together: To be called from ignorance to knowledge; 
from fin to grace; from bondage to liberty; from eſtrange- 
ment to fellowthip with jeſus Chriſt: from a ſtate of enmitie 
to a ſtate of amitie and reconciliation with God and man; 
from thame to glory; and from earth to heaven: and ſhould 
not this mightily highten your joy, and greaten your praiſes 
in magnifying the grace of God in your hearts? i 
Secondly, Again, The conſideration of this, As, From what, 
and To what; fo, For what you are called, ſhould greaten your 
praiſes. Now for what are you called ? You are called meer- 
ly according to the parpoſe of bis an grace; neither foreſeen 
works, nor good education, ner grace in you, none of all-theſe 
were motives in Gods breſt to call you. And bence you may 
{ce it was nothing in you, becauſe there were many things in 
us might move God not to call us: We have often withſtood. 
his call; we have often ſtrangled the motions of his Spiric in | 
| our hearts: we have often carried gain-ſaying hearts to the 
wooings of the Miniſters of Chriſt: So that it is nothing in us, 
but meerly his own grace that conquers our unholineſſe, and 
conquers our unwillingneſſe, and overcomes that ſtoutneſſe of 
that is in us; meerly the grace and goodneſſe of Jeſus Chriſt. } 
| Now ſumm up all theſe together, and revolve them in your 
hearts, and you will, ſee what great cauſe you have to live in 
magnifying of Jeſus Chriſt, 5 
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onely precious to you, and priz ed of you, but he is an honour 


8. And laſtly, Cwhich ſhall be accompliſhed in the end) you | 
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; 2. Pet. 1. 10. 


MPereſore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence to make your 
Calling aud Election ſure. | , | 


Ze e N the proſecution of theſe words, the Doctrine 1 
5 * drew from the firſt particular dutic injoyned, was 


thisz | 

SIE? That Chriſtians ought to put forth a great deal of di- 
N Fe 20 ligence to make this ſure 2 their ſ. — 4 that they are 
effeually called by Feſus Chriſt. 
In the handling of which, I have gone over ſeveral particu- 
lars: Inow come to lay down ſome Propoſitions or Conclu- 
fions about Effeduall Calling, and I ſhall name twenty in all. 
Firſt, Ten ſad: Concluſions to all thoſe men who-are not | 
effectully called. | 
| Secondly, Ten conſolatory concluſions to all thoſe men that 
are effectually called by Jeſus Chriſt; and mixing conclufions 
procuring terror to the wicked, and ſuch as procure comfort 
to the godly; one tempered with tlie other may be good to 
both. Ibegin with the firſt. | 
1. The. firſt ſad Concluſion T ſhall lay down is this: That 
there are many men in the world, that are called outwardly | 
by the word unto a profeſſion of Chrift, that are not called effe- 
| Qually by the ſpirit to a poſſ:ſſion of Chriſt. My meaning is 
this: There are many men have the word of God working 
much upon them, to the changing of their lives, altering there 
courſe, and new moulding of them into an external profeſſion, 
that yet notwithſtanding: all this never had: ſaving grace 
wrought upon their hearts, which is effectual calling: Mary 
| are called, but few are eboſen, ſaith Chriſt, Mattb. 20. 16. * 

| this 
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this is a dreadful Concluſion to all you that are profeſſors, that 
ave not a ſaving work upon your hearts : - to you that flock 
unto the miniftry of the word, yet are not called thereby. | 
2. That they who are called outwardly by the preaching 
of the word to a profeſſion Chriſt, and yet not called inwardly 
y the ſpirit, they ſhall endure greater damnation, and greater 
corments in hell, then thoſe that never heard a word of Jeſus 
hriſt. Matth. 8. 12. Many ſhall come ſaith Chiiſt, from the 
Eaft and from the Weſt, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaaks: 
and Jacob, in the Kingdome of Heaven: and what then ? but the 
alen of the King dome ſhall be caſt out into utter darkneſs, where 
Pall be weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, Now, who 
are meant here by the children of the kingdome ? not thoſe 
that have heaven prepared for them; but the profeſſing Jewes, 
who are called the children of the kingdome, becauſe they en- 
joyed a greater, and clearer, and fuller meaſure of the things 
of God, which ſhewed them the way to the kingdome of hea- 
ven, then other men did. And when Chriſt calls them the 
children of the k ingdome, he calls the heathen the children of 
the world, Now, many of the children of the kingdome fhal 
be caſt into utter darkneſſe: If there be any more diſmal place 
then other, it ſhall be for the children of the kingdome; thoſe 
that have been as it were nurſed up under Gods elbow by or- 
dinances; the children of the kingdome, they mall have | 
more diſmal portion, and diſmal room in hell then other men 
ſhall have, that never enjoyed the ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And O what a fad word is this to you that live where ordinan- 
ces do moſt abound, that you may be called the children of the 
kingdome, and yet you to be thruſt into utter darkneſic ! | 
3. That there are many men, who are onely called out- 
wardly into a bare profeſſion, that do harbour and nouriſh | 
promo in their own hearts, that they are effectually cal- 
ed by Jeſus Chriſt 53 when they never had any ſaving work of |. 
— upon their hearts. This I ſpake of ſome weeks agoe, 
from Jobn, 8. 41. The Jewes had ſtrong perſwaſions, they had | 
— for their father; and when Chriſt beats them off from 
that, they went higher and ſaid, we have God to our father: 
* verſe 44. Chriſt tels them, they were of their Father 5 | 
| | Divel. 
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Divel. Aud Beloved, you may alſo be deceived, in harbour» 
ing grong perſwaſions that you are called effectually, when 
you are on<ly called outwardly, 3 8 

| 4. That they that are conceited in the opinion of their own 
| | [goodnefſe, without ſeeing their want and neceſſitie of Jeſus 
Chrilt, are of all forts of people in the world moſt unlikely to 
be effect ually called by Jeſus Chriſt, This I urge from Matt. 
9. 13. Icæme not, ſu ich Chrill, to call the righteous , &c. Mark, 
who are they ? that is, Chriſt came not to call the Phariſees, 
who were rightecus in their own eyes, and who had a ſelfe 
conceĩtedneſſe that things went well with them; aud ſaw no 
need of a Mediator, and Interceffor, and Redeemet; I came 
not to call the righteous ; Jeſus Chriſt excludes that ſort of men 
from being called by him: men that are ſelf. opinionated,and 
| have a conccit of their own goodneſſe, wichout any want of 

| 


Jeſus Chriſt. Wherefore all you that think you have a ſtrong 
taith towards God ever ſince you were born, that think you 
live honeſtly among your neighbours, pay every man his due, 
and therefore ſee no need of Chriſt all your dajes: the Lord} 
ſhewycu mercy z you are more unlikely to be called then any 
men in the world, Matth. 21. 31. There is a parableof a 
man that had two ſons, be bid both work in the vineyard; one ſon 
ſaid he would not work: he was obſtinate: the other ſon ſaid b 
would work, but did not, and ſo was worſe then his word. Now 
theſe two ſons, they are the emblem of two ſorts of men with- 
in the pale of the Church;ſome are profane and obſtinate men, 
| and they anſwer as the firſt ſon, and ſay, they will not work : 
the ſecond are profeſſing men, men that make a good profeſ- 
fon,but do not anſwer their profeſſion in their practice. Now. 
mark; Whether of theſe twain will the father accept? and they 
[aid into him, the firft, the moſt obſtinate; that ſaid, he would 
no: go, but went. Verily, ſaith Chriſt, ſo I ſay unto you, Publi- 
cans and Harlots ſhall ec into heaven before you. Mark, how Chriſt 
applies the parable from their own months ; you that are Pha- 
r1t<es, that are righteous and honeſt in your own eyes, I wil 
ſooner call whores, and harlots, and the worſt of men, then! 
will call you. Publicans and Harlots; Publicans, they were 
the worſt ſort of men that were, they were fitting at the receit 
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of cuſtome, their calling expoſing them co a great deal of ex- 
tortion and briberie: yet theſe men ſhould go to heaven be- 
| _ others that made a glorious profeſſion ot Jeſus Chriſt, 
gain, 
5. A fifth ſad Concluſion, is this, That when others are effe- | 
ctually called before your faces, and yet you remain uncalled, | 
]chis ſhould greatly aggravate your fir and condemnation; 
when (I ſay) you ſhall ſee others that live {haply ) in the ſame 
houſe with you, that hear in the ſame congregation, that ſit in 
the ſame ſeat with you; when you ſhall hear theſe effectually 
called, and you remain uncalled; this ſhall greatly increafe 
your fin and damnation. Matt. 21. 32. Jobn came to you in the 
way of rigbteouſneſſe, and you believed him not; ( that is, they 
were not called by his Miniſtry ) what then? bat the Publicans 
and Harlots believed : hat chen ? and jou, when you had ſeen 
it, repented not afterwards that you mirht believe: Mark how 
Chriſt argues; he urges that thoſe men that heard the ſame 
Sermons that the other men did hear, they were converted 
. [faith he, you fee whores and harlots converted, ( alluding to | 
Mary Magdalen, and others ) you fee theſe, and yet you repent 
not, and yet you believe not: now you ſee one, then another; 
and yet when you {-e this, you repent not that you might be- 
lieve. Brloved, This is a fad concluſion to you, that ſhall ſee ; 
t others converted, when yeu that haply lie in the ſame bed, fit 
 {ettheſfume board, and hear the fame Sermons in the fame | | 
Congregation ; yet they ſhall be converted and called, and you | 
not: chis wil greatly inci eaſe your fin and condemnation. . | 
| 6. That whoever God intends effectually to call, it is Gods 
ordinary way to call them by the Miniſtry of his word. a Theſ. 
2. 135 14. Its ſaid there, that they were called through the Sand i- 
[fication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, to obtain eternal glory 
% Jeſus Chriſt: they were called by belief of the truth, that is, 
by believing the word preacht, and loving the word preacht; | 
faith comes by hearing : faith'is the firſt grace of a Chriftians 
Call, andæhat comes by hearing. Rom. 10.17; ſo 4&5 26.17, | 2 
18. When Chriſt would call and convert the Gentil es, he doth | 
it not immediatly, but lie uſeth the Miniſtry of Raul: Go thou, 
8 inviles,nd bring them fromderiaeſt to light,aud from the} 
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por er of Satan ants God. God doth it ſlill by the preaching of 


— 


his word. Now this is a ſad word to three ſorts of men. 


preaching of the word, they are out of Gods ordinary way 


ot being ſaved. 


2. It is a ſad word to thoſe that may enjoy the word, and 
yet ſlight it; they alſo are not likely to be called. 
Its a ſad word to thoſe that leave the ordinary way of 


& 


rures, revelations, inſpirations, and extraordniary means for 
God to call them by : alas, they alſo are out of Gods ordina- 
ry way of calling; for God ordinarily takes this way to call a 
cul by the preaching of his word. Luke 15. 22. When the 
Prodigal was effectually called home to his father, his father 


did not preſently comfort him himſelfe, but he ſends his ſer- 


vants, and ſaid, Go, tale the beſt robe, and put it upon my Sonne; 
This ſon is a ſinner, the father is God Almighty, the ſervants 
are the miniſters : now God doth not his work by himſelfe, 
but he leaves it to his Miniſters; and they ſhal put on the ring 
and the garment ; they ſhal be che inſtruments by the Mini- 
ftry ofthe word to work grace in the heart. Hence tis that 
1 Cor. 1. 12. ſome are blamed that ſhould ſay, I amof Paul, 
and 1 of Apolo, and I of Chriſt; Why, are men blamed for ſaying 
they are for Chriſt ? Is that blame-worthy, to cry up Chriſt ? 
No: the fault is not ſimply in advancing Chriſt, but the fault 
was this, ſo to cry up Chriſt, as to cry down duties, and cry 
down the uſe of Miniſters,and the uſe of Ordinances, and there- 
in they were too blame; becauſe Chrift would not immediatly 
by revelations and raptures cal any, but leaves the converſion 
and cal of a finner,to the ordinary way of preaching the word: 
and therefore a ſad word it is to all out of Gods way of cal- 
ling,that either have not the word, or if they have it, never care 
to enjoy it. — | 
7. That if men continue long under the enjoyment of the 
word, and are not effectually called by it, they are likely ne- 
ver to be called. I would commend to you that place to prove 
this, in Luke 13; 6,7. where Chriſt tels you of & fig- tree, be 
| ſeaped three years looking for fruit, and be found none; the busbaud. 
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Firſt, irs a ſad word to them that never ſat under the powerful | 


Gods calling by the preaching of the word, and truſt to rap- 
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ner qed to ſpare it one year linger, and if it did nit beare 


fruit then, be ſhould cut it down, and caft it into the fire, Now, 


word; if after allithis they are not converted, the cur ſe of the 


doe that man good more, and never let grace grow in that 
mans heart more; let never fruit grow more upon that tree ; this 
the Parable holds forth, that if you live under the enjoyment 
of che word long, and are not converted, it is an argument 
you ſhal not be called. And this is a heartcutting conſidera- 
tion to all ancient men, that have out- lived many Minifters, 


ſters have ſpent their ſtrength, and waſted their lungs in preach - 


3 

never to be called by Jeſus Chriſt. 
8. That God in the diſpenſations 

ordinarilie let effe&ual calling run to the richer ſort of men 


that are. I remember that Auſtin in one of his books hath this 
ſay ing, Unlearned men they ſnatch away heaven from us 
that are great Scholars: and truly, as it was in his time, ſo 
it isnow ; Men chat are great Scholars, that underſtand Scri- 
re, know Languages , they areturned into hel, when un- 
earned and poor men, they get heaven. God hath choſen the 


4 poor of this: world to be rich in faith. In all the diſpeiifations 


fig-tree is like to fal upon that mans heart; never let the word | 


in the world; but rather to the pooreſt ſorts and ranks of men 


this Fig · tree were the profeſſing Jewes, who lay ſome compe- 
tent time under the Miniſtrie of Chrift, and of his Apoſtles; 
and this Fig- tree, if it were ſpared but one year, and broua ht 
| not forth fruit, then ic ſhould be cut down: and Chriſt did 
ſo; it ſeems he cui ſt it, and ſaid, never fruit grow more upen 
{ this tree. Now, you would ask what the meaning of all this 
ſis ? Why, Beloved, a fig tree, if ic beareth not fruit within | 
four years after it is planted, it is likely never to bring forth 
fruit: And here the Parable comes home thus far, that if af- 
ter ſome comperencie of time, in which in all likelihood men 
have ſome . ſparks wrought in them by the miniſlrie of the | 


| id 
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and have ſeen their Miniſters la id in the grave; their Mini- 


—— 


| ing to them, and yet they are as profane as ever, and as Ioofe | 
las ever, and as regardleſs of God and grace as ever; —— 
you are in a very fad caſe if it be thus with you, you are likely 


of his grace, doth not 
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of his grace (though he cals — men, it is true, to 
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| | ris on the work, and countenance. his people; yet Gods effe· | 
&ualcalling doth nat ſo commonly come among rich men, 
as the poor of the world: the poor, ſaith Chriſt, receive the 
Goſpel; the Learned Scribes, and Doctors among the Jewes, 
and; the rich Phariſees, they did all, ſpurn at Jeſus las, 


when the poor and.ignorant people that knew: not the Law, 
they followed him, 1 Cor. 1.26. Not-many; wiſe, not many no- 
ble, not many mighty. are called; but God hath choſen the poore |- 
things of this world, and things that are deſpiſed, yea 'and things | 
that axe not, to bring to nought things that are. Here you ſee. | 
lainly this concluſion proved, that Gods effactual calling | 
oth not ordinarilie and commonly run among the gneater 
fort of men in the world, but it runs among the poarer ſorr 
of men, they ordinarilie give beſt entertainment to dhe Goſ- 
pel. And the reaſon of this is, 1. To magnifie the riches of 
his grace: if Chriſt ſnould cal rich men onely and chiefly, | 
many would think, it was onely mens riches and mens ho- 
nour did move Chriſt to call them: Now, Chriſt co vindica ta 
and magnifie his grace, he wil call. poor deſpicable wretch - 
es, that one would think there ſhould be nothing in the eye 
of. reaſon or ſenſe, why God ſhould caſt an eye of-favour up- 
oo them. 1 f itte E 
25, To magnifie and manifeſt his powerthat he wil preſerve. 
a companie of poor contempt ible people among ſo many e- 
nemies, fo potent, and . ſo wealthy; that they ſnal never. ba a»: 
ble to overthrow them, 5 | | 
3. Becauſe rich men lic under more temptations againſt ef- 
ſectual calling, then poor men do. Rich men think;ſhould Ibe 
called to bę a Profeffar, I maydoſe my richtest endanger my e |: 
ſtate, and eclipie my honour; and theſe aregreat tempta tions 
to rich men to hinder their calling. Therefore you. read 
INark 10. 2 2. of the young man, that when Cbriftcalltd him; it 
- - | is ſaid, be went may ſorromful, for he hadi great poſpſtens; and 
_ | wonldnatfollaw Chriſt, ha had; nota houſe wherein toput 
is head Many, men far fear of Ioſing their eſtates, then lier 
nder this ſore temꝑtation: to hindes them from heing called: | 
And chen alte for heir honaury men may china ſhal- e- . 
clipſe heir honqux:. ſhauld ceymprofeſſera. counſe af. Religte | 
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<rifte of your hearts, and the unſpundneſs of your rail. There 
are many men who no are called; a man cannot Afſcerne 
Whether they be eff⸗ctually called or nb; bit in liked 
before you die, you wil dHHCDVer ſomewhat 6? öther thut muy 

ive juſt ground of ſuſpition You are not ſavingly called, ei- 
by falling into ſome errour in judgement, or running tito 
La, ir God tathi not, or HHthdv not effteally to ea. 
| thee, thok stel take this for an whdeDidble ckückh. GA ne 
cher itrtends to juſtiſſe thee, nor to five Qhee't Vom bt balls; | 


4 


idem be jufliſtes, and none elſe; and whom be juſtifies, tbem be | 
glorifies, and none elſe: So that Juſtification and Glorificxti- 
Aae upob calling; Rom, 9, 30. And thus have'dbite|| 
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"Yſhat bor chivge ray" diſcourſe , and twin ry fpeeth'to 4 
ſteon ſort of men, and to them I fhal Fay doth ten E8tifol-" 
tory conclaffons, for the comfort of you that are the called of] 
eſus Chriſt. . And here, before I lay theſe down, I ſhal firſt} 
Thew y b what need chere is thut Miniftets ſhould preach com- 
fortably to you chat are effe d ly called. Becauſe ir af. 
ter youare alled effectually, du are choveexpoſtd to meet 
with perfecations from men. Secondly, Tethprations from 
the Devil. Thirdly, The We of cerraprions' 
iro an then ever o w re before; tliefeforeFou Had 
td? ere „ Le 


* * 4 - — ” 1 ? 
42239343 SO ere 19303; bi: a7 


14. I'fa "Arettallth u more &pdſed᷑ to der wien 
; peril from men e 1566 wer ſe: Hob 4+} 


9 Ha 8 2.0 


— cu 1 = 


— run ̃̃ ee ol 


— ns 
— — —  — 


— — 
—_ — — 


| 33» Call to remembrance the former dayes, in which after you were 
\elluminated, you endured à ſore fight of an perils fp being re- 
proached, and made a gazing-ftock, c. They endured no- 


la great fight of Affliction: had not you.therefore need of 
comfort ? 

{ 2. After calling, you are more expoſed to temptations from 
the Devil, then ever y ou were before. The Devil, when he finds 
[all things at peace, he lets menalonez but when he finds a 
man comming out of his clutches to be called, then Satan. 
troubles and aſſiults him. 1 Pet. 5. 8. 10. Tour Adverſary the 


ching before, but after they were enlightned, they endured | 


Of making ſure our eff ectual Calling. """Ser.4. 


Devil goes about like a roaring lyon, ſeeking whom he may devoure.. 
Theſe were they-that the God of grace hath called to eternal glory. 
Yert.theſe.were they thay that the Devil rageth ſo againſt. Had 
not you therefore need of comfort, becauſe you are expoſed: 
to more temptations from the Devil? | 

And. 3ly. You are to meet with. more flrong and vigorous 
workings of inward corruptions in your own hearts; as Paul, 
before his calling was not troubled with his corruptions, fi ! 
never troubled him, the powerful & vigorous ear 


E 


upon. his conſcience, then he ſaw fin to.revive and get ſtrength. 


fan 
FUL K . | nk 1 
luſts never wearied him; but when. the command came, then ſin 
revived: When the power of the word came with Authoritie. 


upon him. Beloved, .L would appeal to any of you,. hom 
God hath called to grace and ne. 2, WOO: : 


called, you ever found ſin ſo ſtrong as after, and ever fund the 
workings — inward corruptions ſo violent as acer? and 


fort ſnould be preached unto you. a 
I. now paſs to the Concluſions, which I hal lay down for 


1. That Jeſus. Chriſt, dath effectually cal a poor 
entail heaven upon this condition, that you that had been. fit 


ſhould never have the difference ended betwixt God and $5. 


therefore upon theſe three grounds, you: have need that com- 


the comfort of all them chat are effectually called. _ |. 
| ual ſinner, be- 

fore that ſinner doth look after Jeſus Chriſt, Should God. 

in che tranſgreflian, ſhould be firſt in ſeeking reconciliation, we 


fort, chat though we are ths firſt in the tr 
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but behold, here e be 4 Ah, of com- 
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the firſt in ſuing out Reconciliation. : Jelin (oiled effe | 
Rually cal poor finners, before they either cal or look after | 
Jeſus Chriſtat all. Iſa. 65. 1. 1am fought of them that asd nor 
for me, I am found of them that ſought me not ; I ſaid, Bebold — 
Behold me, to a Nation that was not called by my name. Here you 
ee, Jeſus Chriſt goeth out firſt to cal thee, before thougocſt 
ut io cal him. And O what e »mfort is this? Chriſt doth not 
ſlay til chou look after a Chriſt, but Chriſt caſts an eye upon 
ce before thou look after him. We read of Matthew the Pub- 
can, that while he was looking after his money at the receĩt 
of cuſtome, at that time you Chriſt was looking after his 
ſoul.. Weread of the Diſciples. of Chriſt, whilſt they were 
_ {meuding their nezs, and —— their fiſh, Jeſus C hriſt 
takes this occaſion with the hook of the Goſpel to catch them. 
We read of Fan, that whilſt he was breathing out perſecuti- 
on againſt the Church of God, and raging with malice a- 
gainſt the Saints of God, at that time he was even called to be 
a Saint? S9 that this. is very comfortable. God doth firſt | 
look aften a, ſinneg in his ,effefualicalling}; before. a ſinher 
looks out ave riß. God. dotti>erti look after thee, en- 
lightning thee by: a Sermon, and ſeiaing upon chy conſcience | 
by a command, before thou look aſter hm. * 
2. That Jeſus Chriſt hath effectually called thee, when he 
hath lefumany thouſands inſthe world, of better parts, and 
better diſpoſitions „more e „ nd leſſe evil in. 
chem then: thay; e in thy ſelte 3 and yer be hath: 
rejected them and called ther... Jeſus Chriſt hath many 
times rejected a patient heathen, when he hath called chee,who | | 
art of a rigid and paſſionate diſpoſition. . Chriſt hach 
left many à curious wit, and pregnant Scholar, and many of 
finguJar. parts, that had they grace to manage them, they 
e God much glory and it may be he hath called | 
thee, a poor ignorant ſottiſn creature. Jeſus Chriſt. (it: may | 
be) hath rejected many that have had leſs ſin then thou haſt 
in thee.” Jeſus Chriſt did reject many an honeſt heathen, when f 
he would cal Mary Magdalen, that had ſeven Devils in her: | 
Chriſt rejected Simon Magus, and rejected Agrippa: a half tur- | 
ned Chriſtian, and: rejected Herod, who, heard, Fobn 101% 
88 | gladly, !. 
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3. God in callivg ty ſoul, and bringing. thee into a ſtate 
| of grace; he doth i it freely for his dwn names ſake; when there 
was notfling in thee to move him. to cal thee ; wei chere was 
much ĩn thee to provoke him never to ca] thee 2 yer his bwn/ 
grace compelled him, and his own-mercie eng aged him to cal 


hat they whorare moſt fei ble of: their otyn vileneſſe 
aud 1 want ant neceſſitie of. Jeſus 7 the 
| all people aremott likely to be called by him, When Chen 
rejedds civil honeſt men, and ſelf-· coneeĩted men, and moral 
good men, and they are n way likely wary called, et tho 
men that are ſenſible of their —— —— 


ners to rcpentanoe. All menlare a; "But lie e means ſu 
ſee 2 fi In, and lee 1 nted of Criſto p ardon 4 


el 40 0 tale by 
för table t. 
all you that . ics mo 
heads under the ſoſe of: that fee fin to be exceedi e 
ful; this is the end for which Chriſt came into che wo! Id, to 
cal you to glovie., +27 15 51568 1 


J. That a man muy be ddee bey God flom alt 


1 lay' down my life for my ſbeeyx and vrbtr ten 


voice, and bbs ſhalt be ony fold ber, Ge. 

The- meanings this; Chr ift 27 them bis Lon verrecl oc 
0 ſhoeks -andicholls? 
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chimbled: his foute before God ; when it 
may be be hurt eu le ci cee uthat · heꝝ er- hadf} fuch working 
fin chy heart article menhad+ And 0 what ground of com- 
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Rn 
and yet he may livt's long tifife inc ceurfe of fin, 8 be 
cal him, and yet before he dies he ſha] be called. 2 10. 16. 


I bete, biet 
are _ of this fold, them alſo F' mnt bring, aud 2 rhe ſhal ＋ 5 | 
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are ne all, büt I Have therb that 


chat hang .down For | 


are 
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| are not convertedʒ yet Ewil:eanvert thei, an bring them:to! | | 
the ſame fold alſo; :So/thas Chriſt hach his ſheep among them I 
chat are not yet cohvertet-and called > and though: many 
times you may go a long time in a courſe; of ſin, yet before | 
vou eee home to ö 
| the ſheep old of Jeſus:Chrifh 6 * 127 2 5 200 jovi: ml | 
|- 6. Aman may be eſſectually called; when in his on ap- 
prehenſion he cannot finde any real and found evidence of his 
vocations Ih is. chat phraſe in Peter imports, Pet. 1 11. 
Iboſo doth not theſe thing s, is blind and cannot ſet aſar eff. It is 
ſpoken of ag odſy man, of à min tliat hatli his election ſure, 
but dot not add grace to grace to make his call ing ſure that 
man. a purblinc and cannot ſee afar off; that is, cammot ſec as 
far asHeaven, that his name is weitten thereʒ cannot have cleer 
and ſtrong conifort of His belonging to God. Miny ægodlie ; 
man may be effectually called; and yet that mah a purblind & 
man, not able to behold as with open face rhevevidence of hi- | 
effectual calling. 7.50 62" ONS TO JC ah 244i MU ft ; 
i Aman may have a grounded aſſurante that hei ib effectu | 
allie called, and yet neither Know the! tine when, nur che 
manner how, nor the inſtrument by whom was called: And | 
this is a very comfortable concluſion. There: are ſome: that |. 
preſſe converſion ſo high; thab if > man cennod tel the time £ 
when, or tho manner ho on theigermun bil uicht h was | | 
called, they ſay he is hot yet converter ; rhis-ibtoo:tt gid-ca | 
Doctrine, and the Scripture males more for the confirm ation | 
| of this, that a man may have a grounded aſſaranoe of & his ef- 
fectual calling, when he neither: knous the time, nor the 3 
manner, nar the inſtrument by:whick tre wawcalied. Mar | 
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27. And be. ala ſds the: Ningulon. of Cod gas i a man ſyinili chi 
ſeed into thepround, and ſymuldſteepʒ i aud riſe nigii and days and 
the. ſeed ſhould ſpring up and grow hr knows not ww The ſced 
here ſown is the work of graces, for ſdi is the Ki. gdome of God; 
ſaith Ctiiiſt: and hetecthis ſeed ſprings! upp the man cannot 
tel Maply the deæy he M wetl it, nor hoe ſoarerodãtʒ yet his 
feed ſprings up ie kudws not howiSda hu maythete theſeed 
of grace ſõ un im lie heart. Mick is effecuab calling. And | 
yet--it grows up he knows not how, nor when. ber n 
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| So Joby 9:( Lonely atludetoit) 19, 201 It is ſpoken th nes”, 
che man that was healed by Jeſus Chriſtzothe blind Son, that 


| 


; 


lf a man have been a profane liver; then it is impoſſible in ard 
he muſt know the time when he is called: but ſor el 


| cherschat from their childhood have been brought up in a gods i 
ly family, and from their childhood to their dying day, did ne- 


| Gon; for God hath different wayes and degrees of working, | 


fion: you are not called by Chriſt, and ſo left to your ſelves 
land the wide world, as Adam was. Adam was calle 


had his eyes opened by Jeſus Chriſt: What ſay bis Parents? 
We know this is our ſon, aud that he wes born blind; but by what | 
means he now.ſceth we kum nat, an who opened-his gyes. Beloved; 
So I may ſay of a poor finner ; a poor finner is like this blin 
fon, we know we art born blind) - neither knowing God nor 
our ſelves, We know, it we are converted, we now ſee, but 
how this was done, or by whom this was done, mãn cannot ſo 
exaQly determine, "EL Rot OI 
But now; this Concluſion doth not hold true in all cauſes; 


ordinary way, that that man ſhould be «ff-Fually-called,. bur 


ver break out into any ſcandalous fin , theſe men cannot give 
an account either when, or by whom they were called, and yet 
their calling may beeffectual: and therefore that is too rigid 
a Doctrine, to preſſe; ſuch high qualifications before conver- 


though al are not obvious to our eye. 

8. That chey who are called by Chrift, they ſhal be kept 
by Chriſt, that they do not fal from their Cal, but be brought 
to the ſtate of glory; and that's another comfortable conclu- 


d by God 
to a ſtate of bleſſedneſſe: but he was left to ſtand by his own 
ſtrength, but you are not ſo: You are not onely called by 
Chriſt, but you are kept by Chriſt, that you ſhal not fal from 
grace, being once called to it. Jude ver. 1. Jude the ſeruant of 
Ebriſt, to them that are ſandiſied by God the Father, preſerved in 
Chriſt and called. Here then is your comfort, that you are not | 
called by Chriſt, and left to your ſelves: but you are preferyed 


by Chriſt, and called and kept in a: ſtate f grace, til you ſhal 
come to glory. So 1 Tbeſ. 5. 24. Faithful is be that called you, | 
who alſo will do it: that is, bring you to that glory which you 
areicalled unto. | FUR FE 
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Chriſt. Not your Povertie; God bath choſen the poor of this world 


impiety; poor Chriſtians chink, Oh, I am fo vile, and ſo ſin- 
tu), and profane, that I fear Chriſt wil not cal me: Why, this 
ſnal not hinder : Mary Magdalen a Harlot, poſſeſſed with ſe - 
| ven-Divels, yet called: Manaſſeb a blood · ſucker, that made 
the ſtreets of Jeruſalem run down wich blood, yet called: Paul 


Church of God, yet be obtained mercy ; and why ? that be might 


neicher-your Poverty, nor your Impietie ſhal wickſtand his cal, 
nor turn the thoughts of his mercy from you. f 
10. That though no man can pry into the Decrees of God 
about Election, and Reprobation, yet if you can make good 


and of your gloriications Tho 
into the boſome of God to know his ſecret decrees, yet if you 
can finde upon good and Scripture grounds, that you are «ff»: 
ctually called, you may be ſure you are ecernally elected, and 


them be-willglorifie... And therefore comfort your hearts in 
theſe conſolatorie Concluſions about effeſtual calling. 
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2 Pet. 1. 10. 


Jour Calling and Election ſure, © 


to be rich in faith, and heires of a king dome, Jam. 2. Not your 


9. When Chriſt hath an intent to cal a poor ſinu er, ntithe 
their Povertie, nor their i npĩetie ſhal hiuder the call of Jeſus | 


a peſecutor, a blaſphemer, a man mad with rage againſt the | 


| be an example to them that after. ſhould be called. So that here 
is your comfort, when Jeſus Chriſt hath an intent to cal you, | 


your Effectual Vocation, you may be ſure of your election 
cms man, | (ay, can enter | 


ſhal hereafter live in glory. Rowe 8. 28. Whom he predeſtinates,: | 
them he calls, whom be calls, them be juſtifies, and whom: he juſtifies, | 


2 
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Wherefore the rathær, Brethren, give all diligence to male | 


[FS Doctrine I am yet upon in the proſecution of theſe |. 
. words, is this, That C — fhenld put forth @ germ 
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of making ſure our efſeFuall Calling. 5 Ser. 5. 


| 


F. Firſt, a Significative calling, which is ſuch a cal ing where 


deal of diligence to make tbis ſure to their ſouls, that the) 


of his effectual calling 2 Ibegin wich the firſt, about wicked N 


are effefiually called by. Feſus Chriſt, In the managing of 
wi Jaid down the laſt Lords day twenty — 31. 
ten in relation to wicked men not called, and ten Cons | 
cluſions for the comfort of them that are effectually cal | 
led by Jeſus Chriſt. I am now to proceed in the diſpatch 
of fix caſes of conſcience, which I (hal handle about effectual 
calling. Three of which concern men not effectually called, 
and three touching Believers, who are called by Chrift to 
grace here, and to hopes of glory in the world to come. R 
The three firſt caſes touching wicked men are th eſe: 
Firſt, Whether a wicked man be able to reſiſt his own call? | 
Becondly, What temptations doth the Devil ſuggeſt, to keep 
a wicked man from entertaining and embracing the cal of Je- | 
ſus Chriſt?” 2 
Thirdly, What deluſions doth the Devil uſe to deceive Hy- 
pocrites, to make them preſumptuouſly believe that they are 
effetually called, when they are not * 
There are three caſes more touching godly men: Ay F. 
Firſt, Whether may a man that is effectually called, be any 
way aſſured that he is ſo7 : | 
Secondly, If a man may beaffared, then what is the reaſon 
many a godly man is not affared of his effectual calling? 
And then Thirdly, How may he come to get the affurance |. 


—— 


men that are not called; and the caſe is this. 

Firſt, Whether may a wicked man, a man as yet not called, 

be able to reſiſt and keep off his own cal? jy” 

And that you may underſtand the anfwer hereto, I muſt lay 

_ this diſtin8io inttion; That there is a twofold callng of 
zhriſt : . Sf 1 — 

A Sipnificativecalling,andan Operati 


. 
=y 


by Chriſt in the Miniſtry of the word; fignifies and deelares | 
what he would have men to do: Now this kind of cal, wicked 
men may reſiftz this cal, I ſay, and this revealed will of God, | 


in declaring what grace be would have men act, and w 


| 


he would have men forbear : Therefore we read, At 77 5. T 
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2 Of making jure our effedual Calliag. 59 
flif-necked people, and uncncum iſed in heart and cares, you. | 
have are nie we tbe Holy Ghoft ; meaning the Preaching of 
the word, by the Miniſtry of his Apoſtles. So Prov. 1. 24. 7 
have called, and ye bave refuſed, &c. 

But then ſecondly, There is an Operative calling, and that 
is ſuch a call, whereby God doth not onely ſigniſie to a man 
what he muſt do, but wich the ſignification of his wil, gives 
a man a power to do what he cals him to do, accompanying 
the word with his Spirit, making the heart ſtoop and yeild to 
Jeſus Chriſt. i 

Now this cal no man can reſiſt; Grace is irreſiſtible; and 
this effectual calling by the operation of the Spirit, a man | 
cannot reſiſt. Al the gain-ſayings of the heart, and al the | 
ſtoutneſſe of the will it muſt ſtoop, and muſt be brought under 
ſubjection to Jeſus Chriſt, Tobn's' 37. All that the Father hath. 
given me, ſaith Chriſt, ſhall come unto me. They ſhal not be a- 
ble to withſtand Jeſus'C hrift, but they ſhal come in unto him. 
So Iſa. 55. 10. As the rain comes down, and the ſnow from hea» 
ven, aud returns not thither again, but waters the earth, to make | 
it bring forth, ſo ſhall my word be that goes ont of my mouth, it ſhal | 
| wot return in vain 3 bur ſball accompliſh that which I intended, and 
it ſhall proſper in the thing whereto 1 ſent it. As al the world 
cannot kinder the rain from coming down on the earth, no 
more can any man in the world, if God hath an intent to 
— cal him, hinder the benefit of the word from re- 
dounding upon his ſoul. | 

Now the anſwering of this caſe thus briefly, wil admit of a 
double Ute. | | 92 

Firſt, an Uſe of Condemnation to wicked men, that have Uſe 1. 
often reſiſted the fignicative call of Jeſus Chriſt. — 
hath ſignified, this is my wil, I would have you leave theſe 
courſes, and 1 would have you walk in theſe waiesz Chriſt 
ſignifies his will in the Miniftry of the Goſpel; yet let Chriſt | 
fignifie what he wil, you wil do what you lift; this is for thy 
great condemnation, - 3-4 een 1 
| - Secondly, The anſwering this Query, is for conſolation to Uſe 2; 
ele& men, who are not yet converted. Doft thou belong to | * * 
| Gods Election? Why, before thou art converted, thou haft a | 
: 5 ERR | ſtubborn 


; 


— am 
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{what he calls thee to. Did not Jeſus Chriſt uſe an —_— 
| call, as wel as a fignificative cal, no man in the world 
ever be called. And this is the reaſon, that in hearing tke 


| of jeſus Chriſt; the Devil 'wonld-fill tel him in bis heart, 
thou art too young so leave thy Drunkenneſſe, and too you 


ſpirit againſt God, thy heart is as hard as an Adamant, 
as hard as the Rocks; yet here is thy comfort, all the gain- 
ſayings of thy ſpirit, and all the flubbornneſſe of thy wil, it 
ſha} not be able to keep off converting mercy, and ſhall not be 
able to keep off calling grace from thee: When God hath an 
intent to call thee, he wil come with Power by his call, and 
make thee do what he commands thee, and make thee embrace 


would 


| 

ſame Sermon, and following the ſame Preacher, one man is. 
converted, the other is not. The reaſon is this, The cal of. 
the Miniflry is onely a tienificative cal of a Reprobate z onely. 
fignifying what God would have him do: But there is no. 
power conveyed with the invitation to make the man able to 
do what Chriſt cals him to; and therefore one is called, the; 
other is not. Thus much in in Anſwer to the ficſt caſe. 
' Secondly, What temptations doth the Devil ſuggeſt to men, 
who are uncalled, that they ſhould not give entertainment to, 


And in anſwer to this, I ſha] lay down onely four ſuggeſtions 
of the Devil, wherewith he entangles a man , that he. ſhould. 
not yeild to the cal of Jeſus Chriſt. And as I lay them down, 
Iſhal labour to take them away. As ; 


you are two young now to be abridg'd of your pleaſure, and 


member: Auſtize ſaith, that this temptation of the Devil made 
him keep off for ſeven years together, from-embracing the cal 


or embrace the call of. Jeſus Chriſt unto grace and glory ? 


1. The firſt temptation the Devil wil ſuggeſt, is to you that 
ate young men; and to you he wil ſuggeſt, that you are yet |. 
too young to embrace the call of Jeſus Chrift: twil be time e- 
- \noughrhereafter, and you may do it ſoon enough hereafter ;|. 


co mortifie your luſts, and to betake your ſelves unto ſo ſer i- 
ous a courſe as Chriſt cals you to: and by this temptation, the | 
Devil prevails with young men more eſpecially. And I re- 
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to leave thy Harlois ; til at laſthe cry ed out, ' How * 5 " 
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q ſtubborn wil, thou haſt a gainſaying heart, thou haſt a ſlout 
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ay itis too ſoon? Why may I not repent to day? This 
tempration I ſay, .it hath faſtened upon many before you, that 
they were too young to come in to Jeſus Chriſt; and to this 
end, the Devil wil ſuggeſt to you that old and. falſe Proverb, 
A young Saint, and an old Devil: Whereas: indeed, if you are 
2 Devils, you wil be old Beelgebubs. And therefore this 
xing a ſuggeſtion, prevailing with many hearts, I ſhal lay 


| may not prevail with you. 

| Firſt, If the Devil tempt you, that you are too young to 

hearken to Chriſts ca', conſider, That the Devil cannot give 
you a Leaſe of your lives; if the Devil could give you a Leaſe 

jof your lives, and telly ou, you ſhould live til old age, you 

might then wich more ſafety harken to his temptation; but 

your lives are not at the Devils diſpoſal: God is the Author of 
our life; the iſſues of life, and death are in his hands; you- 


to hearken to his temptation, 


Secondly,.Suppoſe the Devil could affure you, you ſhould }- 
livecil old age yet take this conſideration, that in putting off |. 


your calling, and the work of converſion from your youth, 


your old daies, that you ſhal have no heart to think of, and 


ſnould never receive or embrace the cal of Jeſus Chriſt. So 
Iſa. 6. 9, 10. Seeing the Jewes from their youth were gbſii- 


heavy, and their hearts fat, and their eyes blind, ibat, the) 
ould not be called, aud converted, and I ſhould ſave them... let 


— a A 


| 


down fix conſiderations, to take off this temptation, that it 


may. die-in youth uncalled, you may be damned, as wel as | 
| [dead. You may be as theſe men, Fob. 36. 14- that ſhall die in. 
their youth, and their lives ſhall be among the unclean. And theres | 
fore though the Devil tempt you, that you are too young, | 
ſeeing he cannot aſſure you of your lives, you have no reaſon 


this may ſo provoke God, that he may harden your hearts in 


embrace the call and invitation of Jeſus Chriſt: Fer. 22. 21. 
I ſpake to thee in thy proſperity. but thou wonldſt, not hear, and this 
bath been thy manner fem · thy youth; Thou would not chey ] 
voce. God ſpake but they would not hear, and it was 
from their youth that they did thus; therefore God would 
never ſpeak more: God hardened their hearts, that they |- 


[nate againſt the word of God, Go, (faith God) make their.gars | 
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this therefore be a ſecond conſideration, that the putting off 
your cal til your old age, mey ſo provoke God, as never to 
give you hearts to embrace his cal. 
| Thirdly, Suppoſe al this, that you could havea Leaſe of 
| your liver, and you cculd be aſſured, that when you come to 
| old age, your hearts ſhould not be hardened ; yet conſider this, 
| that the more finful and evil the dajes of your youth have 
| been, the more diſquietneſſe of minde, and horror of conſci- 
| ſence will this breed in you when yeu are old, though you 
ſhal be called, and converted by Jeſus Chriſt. Job. 13. 24. 25,26. 
Thon / ideſt thy face, thou holdeſt me as thy Enemy. Thou doft 
drive me 464 leaf to and fro, and thou doſt purſue me like dry ſtub- 
e. Now why doth Fob complain thus? Mark the next words, 
For th.u writeſt bitter things againſt me, and makeſt me to poſſeſſe 
the in1quities of my yeuth. Fob, when he was a young man, it 
| ſeem's he was a wicked man, and had many fins in his youth, 
and this in his old age made him cry out, and fay, that God 
| took him for his Enemy, and that God brake him like a leafe | 
driven with the wind. O beloved, the fins of your youth, though | 
you ſhould od ys converted, yet they wil bring great diſ- 
quicrneffe, and great horror, when you come to age; the 
luſts of youth, and the vanities of youth, and the ſenfual plea- 
ſures of your youthful daies, they wil lay a foundation © 
ſorrow, when you come to gray hairs, to be neare your graves; 
| _ 20. 1. And therefore, put the caſe you fhould'-repent, 
and ſhould be called when you are 01d, you haveno cauſe to 
| put off the cal of Jefus Chriſt, ſceing fins of youth wil fill you 
with horror and diſquietneſſe of minde. Hence it is, that Da: 
vid; after he was calf by the power of the word, cries out, 
Pſal. 25. Lord, remember not the fins of my youth; that gravel- 
Que fue- | led and gall'd his confcience, the fins of his youth before his 
runt inania cal. It ĩs the ſpeech of an Author, that to Iook on the plea · 
Jevenurrs | ſurable vanities and contents of youth, this wil become an 
| py heavy burden, and bitter vexation to old age. Beloved, the 
[{cnef3: | more evil you run out into in your youthful dates, the greater 
gravamina,| and deeper foundation of diſquietneſſe and ſorrow you lay in 
your ſouls in your latter daies, though you ſhould be called 
by Jeſus Chriſt. FT | 
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that was but a Moral man from his youth; and if Chriſt love 


Ser. 3. Of making ſure our eſfectuall Calling. 

4. If che Devil ſuggeſt, that you are too young to embrace 
the invitation of Chriſt : conſider, That Jeſus Chrift wll take | 
it moſt kindly at your hands, if while you are young you wil 
give entertainment to his cal, Fer. 2.2. I remember thee, ſaith 
the Lord, and the Rindneſſt of thy youth, that thon wouldſt follow 
me in the Wilderneſſe, in a land that was not ſown. Mark how 
— Lord ſpeaks, and how kindly he takes it, that they would 
in their youth follow God; the Lord wil remember it, and 
take it acceptable from you, if while you are young, 
while the Marrow is in your bones, and ſtrength in your 
joynte, you wil embrace the waies of Jeſus Chriſt, It is an ob- 
lervation that ſome have, concerning the Beloved Diſciple 
Jobn, John 20. He is called the Diſciple whom Cbriſt loved, and 
that leaned upon his breſt; of al the other eleven Diſciples, 
Chriſt did love Fob above the reſt ; and Divines give this rea- 
ſon of it, Jobn was the youngeſt of al the Diſciples; he was 
converted and called by Chriſt, when he was a young manzand. 
Chriſt ſeeing a young man follow him, took this very kindly at 
his hands, and cals him his beloved Diſciple. As you that 
are Parents, you let your little Children ſit in your lap, when 
your great ones ſhall not; ſo lob, he being a young man, 
Chrift would let him lean upon his breſt,and:lic in his boſome, 
expreſling his kindneſſe to him. 5 „ 

Now, O how ſhould this beat off this temptation that you | 
are too young to follow Chriſt, becau ſe Chriſt takes it ſo kind- | 
ly at your hands, if you imbrace this call in time ? nay, Chriſt. 
doth take it fo kindly, that he doth love bare Morality and 
Civility in young men; and therefore it is ſaid in Mattbem, 
Jay ye Chriſt ſaw the young man, and he —— I have _ 
| eſe things from my youth, Cbriſt loo d upon bim, an Jt 
loved bim: Chrift ſhewed a general love — — man, Matt. 19. Þ 


1 


— 


Morality, he wil much more love Piety, and true Syncerity. 
Itis obſerved of Timothy, that of one particular man, Paul ex- 
fled more love to T:yr2thy then to any other: Read over al 
lie book of God, you ſhal never finde Paul expreſſe ſo much 
love to any as to Temothy ; he cals him Timothy my ſor, II- 
hy wbo ferveth me as @ cbilde, and Timothy my dearly ang | 
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and why was al! this? Why the reaſon is, becauſe Timothy from 
| achi?d was conver: ed, and knew the Scriptures, 2 Tim. 3. 6. He 
wwas from a child converted and called by the Miniſtry of the 
word in.P.u/, mouth, and this did indear the heart of Paul 
unto him. You read in th: book of Leviticus, that when God 
did require a Sacrifice, he would not havc an old Sheep, bur 
a young Lamb, a Lamb of a year old, and a K'd of the young- 
eſt ct the Flock: Aad ic was ſignificative in this, not only to 
| ſhe w that Chritt our Sacrifice ſnould die and ſuffer for our fins 
in -e flower of his age, bur alſo co ſhew that Jeſus Chriſt 
lovss upcn that as an abuminable Saciifice, when you wil = 
be of his Fold while you are as young lambt. O Belored,Chriſt 
takes it wonderful kin ily, if in your youth you do embrace 
his call. ; | =o GI} 
| | Fifchly, Yield not to the Devils temptation, conſidering} 
this, that though you ſhould be converted in your old age, 
yet Chriſt cannot but take this very unkindly at your hands, | 
that you ſhould put him off until your laſt end, that you re- 
ſerve (if any part, yet) the worſt part for his ſervice. - You} 
know when Chriſt Rood all the night for his Spouſe, 1:4! bis 
kead was full of dew, and bis locks were wet with the drops of the 
night, he got him gone becauſe ſhe came not, and would ſtay 
no longer. O how unkindly (think you) wil Chriſt take 
this, when he ſhal wait year after year, and yet you wil not 
embrace his cal!  : - el r 101 
It is ſaid in Iſaiab, Al the day long have I ſtretebed out my band 
to a rebellious people, jet tl ey w:uld not bear: and Mal. 1. Offer the 
| lame and the blind to thy Governour, will be accept of it? 
'| -Chrift muſt needs take this unkindly, that you ſhould give 
the Devil the flower of your age, and give to Chriſt but the 
decrepit and infirm parts of your lives, that the Devil ſhould | 
ſuck out the Marrow. of your youth, and onely give God 
the dry bones, a palſie head, a dim eye, a weak body, and 
ſo all ycur ſervices muſt needs be weak alſo : and think but 
— unkindly Chriſt wil take your ſervices thus perfor- 
med. 5 


Sixthly, conſider this, That from your Birth · day, to * | 
dying day, you have time little enough to carry on the = 
4 | 5 nefle | 


I 


ſchis Gin: Old men wil ſay, this concerns not me, I am 
| [not taken with this temptation , therefore now the De- 
vil comes upon them with this ſuggeſtion : Saith the Devil to 


|Chrift, for you have callings in the world to follow; you 
have a particular calling, and you muſt provide for Wife, | 
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neſs of your ſalvation, ſhould you live never ſo long; and 
therefore you have no cauſe to put off the cal of Ieſus Chriſt. 
And thus much be ſpoken by way of ſatisfaction, to take 
off the fiiſt temptation, that you are too young to give en- 
rertainment to the cal of leſus Chriſt : and this I doe for the 
ſake of young men, that they may take heed of being inſnar'd 
y this deluſi on of the Devil, | 

2. Sug. 2, Here it may be, the Devil cannot inſnare you in 


them, You cannot now give entertainment to the cal of Jeſus | 


and Children, and Familie , and lay up for future times, 
againſt old age and ſickneſſe, and therefore you cannot be 
at leaſure now to give entertainment to the cal of je- 


[ſus Chriſt; when I am more at leaſure, I may look after | 


my effectual calling: And this alſo ſticks very cloſe to a great 
many. 
And to take off this ſuggeſtion of the Devil, I ſhal lay down 
ſix particulars alſo, by way of Anſwer. As 

Firſt, God never intended that our outward calling ſhould 
any way hinder us in the work of our converſion. God ne» 
ver intended that our imployments upon earth, ſhould juſtle 
out the neceſſarie proviſion for heaven. But God hath ſo gi- 
ven out our callings here in the world, that he hath made 
and ordained them to be ſubordinate to our general and ef- 
fectual calling, to the great bufineſs of Gods glorie and our 
own ſalvation. 7 
It is ſaid of Noah, that he walked with God, and was perfect 
in his generation. And yet Nb was imployed by God for 
ſome time, to wit, for 120 years in a Handicraft-calling, to 
build an Hrk, to ſhew that God did never intend that Noab's 
making an Ark ſhould any way hinder his walking with God, 


or 2 on the work of his ſoul. Though you have cal- 
lings to follow, and families to provide for, yet God did ne- 
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ver intend your outward calling ſhould juſtle out your in- 
ward and effectual calling. EP 
Secondly, Conſider you that make this plea, whether you 


new not imbezel away much time from your outward calling, | 
which you do not imploy in the concernments of your ſouls, 

bur in the works of {in and Satan. There is many a man that 
can plead he hath no leaſure to pray, nor no leaſure to hear a 
Sermon, he muſt follow his calling; yet this man can follow 
a Whore, and follow a Tavern , and theſe men can ſpend a 
whole dayupon recreation,and yet can ſpare no time,finde no 
leaſure to hearken to Jeſus Chriſt. This now ſhould be a 


1 


calling, that you can negle& your calling, to follow your ſen- 
ſouls happie. 


world, to be an excuſe why you cannot hearken to your ef- 
fectual calling by Jeſus Chrift ; conſider this, that this plea. 
hath damned many a foul before you, and wil damn you al- 
ſo, if you look not to it. 
Luk. 14. 18, 19, 20. When Chriſt called a companie of men 


ſual and vain courſes, and yet can ſpare no time to make your 


great conviction io you that pretend you muſt follow your | 
Thirdly, You that plead your outward calling in the | 


This hath been an ancient plea, | 


there to come to him, what excuſe have they? Saith one, 1 
a Farm, ſaith another, and I muſt manage that. I have marri- 


lawful callings, and yet theſe callings kept them from Hea- 
ven, and kept them from Jeſus Chriſt. You read 4s 24. 25. 
When Pau! did ſtartle Felix's conſeience by a powerful Sermon 
of judgement to come, Felix's heart trembled; but mark now, 
how did Fel;x put off the power of the word? Why, Now, 
faith he, Fam not at leaſure, but go thy waies, and in convenient 


ſay, Fam now to go about ſome other buſineſs, about the af- 
fairs of my.Kingdome, and cannot have leaſure to hear thee 


power of the word from his heart, and had not convenient. 
time to imbrace Feſus Chriſt, | 


| Fourthly, Conſider this, That this plea of yours (in ma- 


king 
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bave bought a yoke of oxen, and I muſt prove them. TI have bought | 


now: and ſo by. ſome outward imployment, he juftled the | 


4 wife, and therefore cannot come, ſaith a third. All theſe were | 


time I will ſend for thee-to ſpeak, of this matter. As if he ſhould | 
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king your callings an excuſe to neglect your effectual calling) 
it is the only way to provoke God to curſe and blaſt all your 
outward callings to you, and to engage him to curle all you | 
put your hands unto. Hagg. 1. 6 g. Becauſe they neglected 
Gods Worſhip, and Gods Ordinances, Therefore, ſaith God, 
| you ſhall ba ve much, but it ſhall come 10 nothing ; and what you get, 
you ſhall put into a bag with holes: You hal loſe all you get, 
and all you ſow, and all you labour for, becauſe you would 
not look after Gods worſhip. So Micah 6, 13,14. 1 will mike 
thee ſick in ſmiting thee,and deſolate becauſe of thy fins. Thou ſhalt 
eat, and not be ſatisfied : thon ſhalt ſow, and not reap: thou ſhalt 
tread Olives, and not anvint 1hy ſelfe with ozle ; and make ſweet | 
wine, but ſhalt not drink it, For the ſtatutes of Omri are kept, 
and all the manners of the houſe of Ahab, and you walk in their 
counſels, As much as if the Lord ſhould ſay, You wil not 
hearken to my Statutes, and to my Counſels, but Onmi's ſta- 
rates, and Ababs counſel you wil hearken to, Therefore now, 
you ſhall eat, and not be ſatisfied; ſow, and not reap : Thar is, 
God wil curſe what you have, and what you doe, becauſe you 
wil not hearken to Gods cal and counſel. So Deut. 28. 38. 
to 46. Thou ſhalt carry much ſeed into the field, and gather but 
little, the Locuſts ſhall conſume it; ther's one curſe: And ſhalt 
plant Vineyards, but ſhalt not drink the wine, nor gather the grapes, 
the worm ſhall eat them ; another curſe. Thou ſhalt have Olive- 
trees thronghout all thy coaſts, but ſhalt not anoint thy ſelfe with 
Ol, for thy Olives ſhall fall; there's a third curſe; Thor ſhalt be- 
J / 
get ſons and daughters, but ſhalt not enjoy them; all the trees aud 
fruit of the Land ſhall be conſumed, Now what's the reaſon of 
all this, that God ſhould thus blaſt their callings and their 
comforts to them ? Verſe 45. Tea all theſe curſes ſhall come upon 
thee, and purſue thee, and overtake thee, becauſe thou hearkxedſt 
not to the voice of thy God, to keep his commandements, and his ſta- 
tutes which he commanded thee. Here is the reaſon, they would 
not hearken to God, nor obey God, and therefore God would 
blaſt their comforts to them. Now then, Beloved, think of this, 
you that make your callings a plea why you cannot heark en 
to the call of Chriſt; this plea is a great provocation to en- 
gage God to blaſt, and to curſe your very callings to you. 
1 -— 3 Fifthly 
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Of making ſure our effectual Calling. | ver: 3. 


Fifthly, Take this conſideration, that God will the more 
| bleſſe you in your callings and proſper you in the work of 
your hands, the more conſciencious you are in hearkning to 
the call and invitation of Jeſus Chriſt. And the reaſon is, 
becauſe Godlineſſe hath not onely a promije of the life to come, but of 
this life alſo. 1. Tim. 4. 8. And Mal. 3. 10, 11, 12. Bring yea all 
the tythes into the Store=bouſe, that there may be meat in my houſe ; 
that is, ſaith God, Uſe all means, and take al) care, that there 
may be meat in my houſe, that Ordinances may be on foot, 
| that my woiſhip may be maintained; and what then? And it 
you will take care of his Ordinances, God bids you prove him, 
and try him, if be will not take care of you. ver. 11. Mark the words, 
Let there be meat in my houſe,. and prove me now, ſaith the Lord; 
if I will not open the windows of heaven, aud poure forth a bleſſing 
pon you, and there ſhalluot be room enough to receive it. A ſtrange 
bleſling: that if men wil take care to have meat in Gods houſe, & 
1 have a care of Gods ordinances, God would open the very win- 
| dos of heaven, and make the earth ſo fruitful, they ſhould not 
| have room to receive Gods bleſſings, And 1 will rebuke the de- 
| | uourer for your ſakes, and all Nations ſhall call you bleſſed, and call 
| | | you a delightſome land, Here now you ſee if you will take care 
| .of Gods Ordinances, and imbrace his cal, God wil blefle your 
| 1 outward calling the more; and give you in a more abundant 
| { increaſe, if you imbrace the cal of Jeſus Chriſt. : 
| | { 6. You that urge your outward callings as a reaſon why 
you cannot hearken to the cal of Chriſt : take this for anſwer, 
hat if truth were known, itis not ghe urgencie of your cal- 
| | 1 lings, but the obſtinacie of your wils, and the ſlugiſhneſſe of 
1 1 J your ſpirits is the cauſe, you do not give entertainment to the | 
i 3 cal of Jeſus Chriſt. If it were mens cal lings urged them, they 
| | would not take pleaſure in fin ; therefore, it is not their cal- | 
ſ | lings, but the badneſſe of their hearts: they do. not love 
; Chriſt, and love his waies, but think it too induſtrious a work 
1 to labour for converſion; and therefore they make this plea, 
ö | | Jobn 5. 40. Ie will uot come to me that ye might have life: When 


will is wanting, faith Do&or Preſton, any. vain excuſe wil be | 
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1 pretended. When wil is wanting to walk in the waies of God, 
any groundleſſe pretence wil be made to excuſe their negli- 
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Exugland had; ( and indeed the firſt Chriſtian King that ever any 
us) And this King though he was turned to Chriſtianity; yet 


chriſtians were poorer then the Romans, that did not embrace 


Ser. 5. Of making ſure our effe@ual Calling, 


gence. And thus much co take off the ſecond ſuggeſtion, that 
men have callings to follow in the world, and therefore they 
2 = leiſure to look after their effectual calling by Jeſus 
Chritt, | 

3. Szg.Thirdly, The Devil ſuggeſts, if you give entertainment 
co the cal of Jeſus Chriſt, this wil expoſe you to a great deal 
of povertie, and perſecution in this world; and therefore you 
muſt not hearken to his cal: And he wil urge Scripture for 


this. Firſt, for poverty, the Devil wil urge Matth. 8. 19, 20. 
Chriſt ſaid, the Foxes bave holes, the Birds of the air have neſts 3 


urge this Scripture, and tel you, you are expoſed to poverty, 


but the Son of man hath no where to lay his bead: The Devil wil 


want, and'beggery, if you follow Chriſt. And this we read in 
hiftory likewite of Lucius, the fiiſt Chriſtian King that ever 


Nation had, to the glory of Exgland; ſo Gildas in his life tels 
for many years he had this temptation upon him, that che 


Jeſus Chriſt; and this temptation he could hardly ſhake off: 


1 


poor men in poor clothes walking in the Palace; and deman- 
ding of the Emperor who thoſe poor men were, the Emperor 

told him they are the followers of Jeſus Chriſt; are they ſo, 
faick he? If Chriſt keep his followers in ſuch a low condition, 
wil never follow Jeſus Chriſt. The poorneſſe of Chriſts fol- 
lowers, made him ſtumble at Chriſtianity. There are many 
| men, eſpecially the gallants of the times, they ſee a company 
of poor filly women come with a Bible under their armes; 


geſtion, Agolentus a heathen Prince, being taken priſoner by 
the Emperor and being in his Court, he ſaw thirty or forty 


and they embrace the faith, and they love it; and this is a mar- 
yellous great offence to them, chat chey wil not follow Jeſus 
Chriſt, becauſe of the poverty they are expoſed to in the wayes 
of Jeſus Chriſt : And then for perſecution alſo, that they are 
not onely expoſed to want, but to loſſe of liberty, and good 


dere Romans were more wealthy, and the Romans were more 
warlick, and ſo had like to have been overcome wich this ſug- | ; 
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| name, and life alſo; Marth 10. 38. You muſt take up the croſs: 
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no conſtrained act, but Moſes cheice rather, it was an act of his 
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theſe are tedious termes to fleſh and blood, and this doth won- 
derfally grave] and keep back men from entertaining ofChriſt. 
Now to take off this temptation of the Devil, that it might 


not ſeize upon your hearts, I {hal lay down fix paticulars by | 


way of anſwer. 

Firſt, That the ſervants of God of 01d time, they had rather 
chuſæ poverty and perſecution with the people ot God, then 
to en joy the vanities and profits of this world with wicked 
men. And this was Moſes's Choice, Heb. 11. 24 25. Moſes when 
he came to years, refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaohs Daughter; 
chufirg rather to ſuffer aflidlion with the people of God, then to enjoy 
the pleaſures of ſn for a ſeaſon; eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt 
tetter then all the riches of Æg ypt. Moſes, when he came to years ; 
it was no childiſh act, but an act of deliberation; and it was 


own choice, rather to have affliction with the people of God, 
then to enjoy the pleaſure of ſin fora ſeaſon. It was ſpoken 
of Mr. Philpot his being in the Cole-houſe at Windſor, a diſmal 
and dark place. Saith one, I had rather be with Philpot in the 


Cole-houte, then be with Boxwer in his Palace. And being as- 


| 


ked, why ? the one being ſo diſmal, the other ſo beautiful? 
ſaith he, the reaſon is, becauſe Banners conſcience makes his 
Palace a cole-houſe ; but Philpots God, and Philpots Chriſt 


makes his cole-houſe a Palace. And Beloved, this is a truth 


though a man ſhould be a beggar, if he be rich in faith, he is 
the happicſt man in the world. Though a man ſhould beg his 
bread from door to door, if he can beg Chriſt and have it, and 
beg grace and have it; he is the richeſt man upon earth. This 
therefore is my firſt anſwer, that the ſervants of God, had ra- 


ther chuſe afflictions with the people of God, then have plea- 


ſures with wicked men. 
Secondly, Suppoſe you meet with poverty and perſecution 
in following Chrift, yet conſider, Jeſus Chriſt doth make you 


abundant recompence with that inward peace, and inward joy | 


he fils your hearts withal, for all the outward troubles you 
meet with in the world. Jabs 16. 33. In the world peu ſhall 
have tribulation ; but mark the Cordial, In me ye ſpall have peace, 
therefore be of good cheer, Thave overcome the world, Though 


you 
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peace in me; and therefore why ſhould you be offendedꝰ 
| 3: Conſider, Though you want many things in the world, 
yet you ſhal want nothing that is good for you; Pſal. 84. 11. 
He will give grace and glory, and no good thing will be with-bold 
from them that live a godly life. If riches be good for thee, thou 
(hal: not want it; if wealth be good for you, you ſhal not want 
it; if eftate be good for you, you ſhal not want that; for he 
will wich- hold nothing from them that live a godly life. 
4. A gracious heart, if he hath or can finde that he hath a 
real intereſt in Chriſt, though he wants much in the world, he 
thinks he wants nothing : but he hath all things in having a 
Chriſt ; nor wil he complain of poverty, when endowed with 
riches of heaven. Luke 23. 25. And Chriſt ſaid unto them, when 
I ſent you without purſe, and without ſcripe, and ſhoves, lacked you 
any thing ? Mark the queſtion. Now, if a carnal man had been 
to anſwer this, what wonld he have ſaid ? What ? ſend a man 
without a purſe, then he wants money; ſend him without a 
ſcrip, he wants meat; ſend him without ſhoves, a man is a 
poor man indeed, that hath no ſhooes to his feet; a carnal 
man would have ſaid, Yes Lord, we want mony, and we want 
meat, and we want ſhooes ; but ask the Diſciples, wanted you 
any thing ? They ſaid Nothing, And why was this? Becauſe 
the Diſciples knew they had a grounded intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, 
anda right 22 Chriſt, and though they wanted theſe poor 
outward comforts, they did not want Chriſts comfort, and 
Chriſts graces; and therefore when they had neither purſe, 
ſcrip, nor ſhooes, they wanted nothing. Why, O Beloved, if 
you were of the temper of theſe gracious Diſciples, you would 
lay ſo too; that if you can ſinde a grounded and real intereft in 
Chriſt, though you want many of the comforts of chis world, 
you will ay you want nothing. Vauted yon any thing ? and 
they ſaid Notbing. | | 

5. You that make poverty and perſecution a plea, Conſider: | 
this, that the poor are ordinarily. the moft people that Jeſus 
Chriſtdoth call to embrace his Goſpel. The poor receive the 
Goſpel, ſaith Chriſt, aud bleſſed are yon that are not offended at 


it 3 Not many wiſe, not many noble are called, bus the poor things of | 
| | the 


you have troubles in the world, yet you have joy in me, and 
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choſe the poor of this world to be rich in faith, Doe not therefore 
{Beloved make this a plea to keep off from Chriſt, becauſe ordi- 


| } weary ſhal be at reſt, and there the troubled ſhal be at eaſe. 


be expoſed to much povertie, and perſecution here in the 


of making ſure our effeiual Calling, Ser. i 
the world ha tb God choſen, 1 Cor. 1. 26. And in James, God hath\ 


narily they are the people Chriſt pitcheth moſt love upon, and 
1 to make then rich in grace, who are poore in | 
oods. ä 
6. Conſider, That if upon this ground you refuſe the cal | 
f Jeſus Chriſt, you are expoſed to moxe povertie, and to 
{worſe perſecution then ever you could be expoſed to in the 
entertaining of Chriſt. In the following of Chriſt you are 
only expoſed to an outward povertie; but in neglecting the 
cal of Chriſt, you are expoſed to be poor in faith, and to be 
ſuch a beggar, as not to be endowed with one dram of grace, 
and then you are beggars indeed. As we ſay, he is à poore 
man that God hates: He that hath not Chriſt, and hath not 
che treaſures of heaven in him, he is expoſed to worſe poverty 
a thouſand times then he can be for imbracing the cal of Jeſus; 
Chriſt, Rev. 3.17, Yea, and he is expoſed to worſe perſecuti- 
on alſo, that for. fear of perſecution neglects Jeſus Chriſt. 
Pſal. $3.5. The Lord will perſecute them, ſaith David, with fury] 
and wrath, ſpeaking of wicked men. All perſecution from | 
— 8 but to the body, but this from God reaches to 
che ſoul. | . 
7. And then laſtly, This ſhould not hinder you from fol- 
lowing Jeſus Chriſt, conſidering, that though you ſhould be 
poor, and ſhould be perfecuted, yet heaven wil make you a- 
mends for all, Heb. 11.35. Heaven wil make amends for po- 
vertie, when you are endowed with all the riches of Chriſt, 
and Heaven wil make amends for perſecution, when there the 


And thus much be ſpoken of the third 2 of the 
Devil, that if you entertain the cal of Jeſus Chriſt, you ſha] | 


world. 
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Therefore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence to make your 
Calling aud Election ſure. | 


| 


That Chriſtians ought to put forth agreat deal of di- 
& © A ligence to _ — A 70 — ſouls N - y are 
effeiually called by Jeſus Chriſt, In the proſecuti- 
| N — of hd I have reſolved one cls of con- 
ſcience, and am yet upon the ſecond caſe; namely, what 
ſuggeſtions the Devil doth uſe to keep men off from imbra- 
cing the cal of Jeſus Chriſt: I have laid down and anſwered 
three already, : 
4. Now there is one ſuggeftion more, When the Devil 
ſees either of theſe wil take place, then he comes in with a 
fourth, to difſwade men from imbracing the call of Chriſt, 
and that is this: Why, ſaith the Devil, if you wil entertain 
the call of Chrift, you wil abridge your ſelves of all the joy 
and comfort of your lives z you wil never have merry daies 
while you live upon earth. You fee men that pretend to be 


e e H E Doctrine I am yet upon is this. 
T 


converted, and doe hear Sermons, what lumpiſls and melan- 
choly men they are, not ſo jocund and jolly-as others 2 
that walk not ſo preciſely; if you follow Chriſt, and his 
Goſpel, this wil caſheer all your merry daies , and this wil 
ut you into a ſad temper; all your jovial daies are gone. 
Therefore to take off this aſperſion, that the waies of Chriſt 
are fad and melancholy waies , which hath been an aſperſion 
that from age to age, and generation to generation, hath been 
as a Gin the Devil hath uſed to keep men from Chriſtianity. 
And J remember it is one of the greateſt Engines Antichr 
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uſeth to ſupport and uphold his Kingdom. The Papifts, to : 
deter men from Chriſtianity,and the Proteſtant Religion, hey 
would hold their Diſciples in hand with this, that the ſpi- 
rit of a Calviniſt is a ſad and lumpiſh ſpirit, and therefore they 
would diſſwade all Nations from turning to their Religion; 
and this the Prieſts were to tel in all the — of Rome, how 
ſad and melancholy they were that turned to the Calviniſts re- 
ligion ; and this did mightily ſtay the people from imbracing 
| the truth. And chis aſpe:{ion hath paſſed from hand to hand, 
| and is many times prevalent upon the ſpirits of men that are | 
1 | of the true Religion, that they muſt not be too forward in the 
| | practice of Religion, fearing leſt this ſhould work melancho- 
1 ly and ſad thoughts in them. | 

Wl Now, to take offthis, Iſbal onely urge four or five heads 
| | | briefly. 


Firſt, Whereas you ſay, they are melancholy & Tad that are 
called by Chri ſt to a profeſſion of his waies, I would anſwer 
thus, That they of all people in the world have moſt cauſe of 

| 7 mirth & gladnesſ, and they are the moſt truly joyful people in 
F | | [the world. That they have moſt cauſe of rejoycing is apparent. 
[ | When the Diſciples came triumphing that they co uld caſt out 
1 Devils, heal the diſeaſed, and work Miracles: O but ſaith 
| | Chriſt, Rejoyce not in this, but rejeyce that your names are writ= 
'iF | ten in the book of life, Luke 10.20. As much as if Chriſt ſhould 
$ . ſay, All the endowments and extraordinary gifts of the ſpi- 
| rit, they are no ſuch grounds of joy, if you had them all; but 
here is your joy, and caufe of rejoycing, that your names are | 
written in the book. of Life ; that you are in Chriſt, and your | 
ſouls hal be ſaved. And ſo Paul tels us, Phil. 4.4. Rejoyce m | - 
the Lord alwayery, again I ſay rejoyce. The Apoſtle would not | 
ſpeak it to them with a fingle command, bar oubtleſs his ex- | 
preflion,to ſhew,that they that are people that have their fins |. 
pardoned; that have their ſouls reconciled ; that have a title 
to glory, whoſe names are written in the book of Life; theſe 
of all men in the world have moſt cauſe of joy and gladneſs. 
And they have not onely moſt cauſe, but they doe moſt truly | 
rejoyce, and have more real joy in their hearts in one day, 
then the wicked can have all their lives, xPet.1.8.. They rejozce |- 
with | 
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2 


hwith jy unſpeakgble and full of glory, What joy you have in the 


world, the tongue is able to ſpeak of it, but the tongue is not 
able to ſpeak of that inward joy that godly men have in their 
hearts, upon the apprehenſion of the intereſt they have in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Pſal. 4. 6. Lord lift thou up the light of thy countenance. 
And Thu ſhalt put more gladneſi in mine heart, &c. Prov. 14. 13. 
A good conſcience is a continual feat, Men are never more mer- 
ry, then when they are at a feaſt ; godly men, they carry clear 
(con ſciences about them, and that makes them as joyous and 

pleaſant, as if they were alwayes at a great and ſumptuous 
ſfeaſt. Indeed this is true, they do not rejoyce with ſuch exor- 
ſbitancies of joy as wicked men do. Wicked men rejoyce in 
fin , that they cannot do; wicked men rejoyce in their luſts, 
in their drunkeneſſe, and their adulteries, and wayes of fin, 
that godly men dare not do. Such a rejoycing as this, is the 
foundation of ſorrow : This rejoycing (like the Prodigal) 
in a riotous courſe of living, is the foundation of ſorrow, and 
will meet with you, when you are to die. 


ſorrow that godly people have, it is ſuch a ſorrow, that they 
ſhal have no cauſe to repent thereof, but it is a foundation of 
future joy to them, 2 Cor. 7. 9, 10. Irejeyce(ſaith the Apoſtle) in 

that I bave made you ſorrom ful. What, rejoyce to ſee them a ſad 

people ? Yes, for the ſorrow I made you ſorrowful with, was 
8 ſorrow ne ver to be 3 of, you wil never repent of that 

ſorrow ; and therefore Paul would do it, becauſe it was a 
forrow, never to be ſorrowed for; nay, it is not ſuch a ſor- 
[row as is not tobe repented of, bur it is a ſorrow that laies a 
foundation to a great deal of future joy, They that ſow in tears, 
ſhall reap in joy. But now al the joy of wicked men, is a joy 


and repent of all their merry paſtimes, this wil be ſadneſſe to 
their remembrance; whereas the ſorrow of the godly is never 
to be ſorrowed for. 

Thirdly, It is true, it may be they are ſorrowful, but they 
are ſorrowful for fin, which you have cauſe to be that are un- 
called, as wel as they, and more: Now if a godly man be ſor- 
r owful for fin, this wil never prejudice him. Indeed, Worldty 

5 ov | ſorrow 


Secondly, Grant this ſhould be true; yet confider, that this | 


to be repented of. They muſt repent of all their jovial bouts, | 


— 
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other, doth moſt invite to joy and gladneſſe in the Lord. Re- | 


orrow brings forth death, ſaith the Apoſtle, but godly ſorrow brings 
forth ſalvation never to be repented of. 

Fourthly, It may be they are ſorrowful, but how is ãt | 
They are not ſorrowful becauſe they are good, but they are 
ſorrowful becauſe they are ſo bad. It is not profeſſion makes 
them ſorrowful, but it is becauſe they can profeſſe Ch riſt no 
better, and profeſſe him no more zealouſly, this is their ſorrow; 
and this ſorrow ſhould be in all of us, that we can ſerve God 
no better, and bring God no more Glory. 3 | 

Fifchly, They are ſorrowful, but it not for themſelves, but 
for thee; they are not ſorry becauſe they are good, but be- 
cauſe thou art ſo bad ; they are ſorry becauſe of thy fins, 
becauſe they ſee thee an uncalled man til, and they ſee thee 
drunk, and ſee thee profane, and fee thee diſhonour God, and 
damn thy ſoul ; and this makes them more ſad then they 
would be. Lot, bis righteous ſoul was vext within. him, for the 
wickedneſſe of the Sodamites 3,2 Pet. 2. 8. And Jeremiah, bis eyes 
run down with tears, for the iniquity of the people he lived amongſt. 
And ſo Paul, I told yon before, aud now tell you weeping; there 
are wicked livers among you, that walk not according to the 
truth. Phil. 3. 17, 18. Paul did not weep becauſe he was mi- 
ſerable; but becauſe he ſaw ſo many ns ry and abominable |_ 
in. their lives. So David, Pſal. 119. 136. Mine eyes run-down with | 
water, becu uſe men keep not thy Law. Rack. 4 | 
And laſtly, Though you ſee ſome men Ga and melancholy, | 
yet think not ill of the wayes of God; becauſe, this way of all | 
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joyce evermore, and again I ſay, rejoyce, Phil. 4. 4. And fob: 16. 
Theſe things I ſpeak, ſaith Chr, that your — 47 full. In 
the profeſſion and following ofChriſt, it is the intendment of 
Chriſt to give you more joy, then ever you had before; there is 
no ſuch cauſe therefore to entertain a prejudice by the Devils 
temptation againſt che wayes of Jeſus Chriſt, when he cals you 
to profeſſe his Goſpel, And thus much be. ſpoken to the ſe- 
cond caſe of conſcience in reference to wicked men. 

There is a third caſe touching men uncalled, and that is, 
What deluſions doth the Devil deceive hypocrites by, to make 


them nouriſh preſumptuous perſwaſions chat they are effectu- | 


— 
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ally called when they are not ? And I intreat you, give me 


deceives many. | 
1. The Devil may delude men by this, becauſe they do de- 
light tohear the word preacht, therefore the Devil would 
egg on this perſwaſion, ſurely your delighting to hear the 
word, and your following of Sermons, this mult needs be 
an evidence of your effectual calling. And here the Devil 


my words, ſaith Chriſt, is not of God; he that is of God, heareth 
my words. Now, here the Devil would miſapply this Scrip- 
ture, and tel you, you that hear Gods word, and delight to 


hear Sermons, this can be no other then an infallible evidence 


of your effectual calling. 

Now, l beſeech you to follow me in the taking off this.delu- 
ſion, and ſhewing you wherein, & in what caſes, this will prove 
but a broken reed unto you. And I ſhall ſhew you that in five 


effectual calling, but may be a meer deluſion of Satan. As 


33. 31. They come before thee as my people cometh, thou art unto 
them as a very lovely ſong of one that hath a pleaſant voice, as 
one that can play well upon an inſtrument of myfick, Here the Lord 
{ets forth with what delight they heard Ezekiel preach 3 they 


heard him as a man that played upon an Inſtrument of Muck 


delight in hearing a Sermon, as to hear the moſt melodious 
muſick a cunning hand can make; yet if you barely hear wich 


delight, not joy ning practice with your hearing; this is no 


evidence of effectual calling. Hence it is James ſaith, James 
7. 21. Be not bearers of the word onely, but doers alſo, leſt you de- 


your attention a little in the diſpatch of this material queſti- 
on. Ifſhal onely lay down four Deluſions, whereby the Devil 


would miſapply Scripture, as 754: 8. 47. He that heareth not 


caſes, hearing the word of God with delight, is no evidence of 


I. If your hearing the word, be but a bare hearing, and 
not a hearing with practice; if you have not practice joyned 

with what you hear; and know, your thus hearing the word. 
with delight, is no evidence of your effectual calling. Ezek. | 


heard him as a man that had a very lovely voice, and they 


much delight they took in hearing. Yet, ſaith God, they bear 
thy words, but do them not. Beloved, though you take as much 


ceive your-own ſouls. Imply ing, that you will deceive your _ 
L about 
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{was the fault of the ſtony ground, Matth. 13. 20. 


bout eff. ctual calling, if you onely hear, and do not do. This 
2. If your hearing be a partial hearing: I mean thus; if 


part of your ſins by hearing; will pick, and chuſe both whom 
you will hear, and what you will hear in that caſe, your 
hearing with delight can be no evidence of your effectual cal - 
ling. it it be a partial hearing, as firſt, that you will hear. 
iome part, and will not hear the other; to hear the promiſing 


1 


you hear, and will hear but part of the word, or leave but ſome | 


part, and not the commanding part; to hear with delight the 


commanding part, and not hear the threatning part of the 


word : in this caſe, thus hearing will be no evidence of your 


call. Mark 6. 20. Herod it is ſaid of him, he heard Joby B ap- 


1ift gladly, and did many things: There was his partial hearing: 


he heard him with joy in many things, but he would not do 
all. Now, if you ask, wherein was Herods failing? Herod 
heard the word with gladneſſe; yet this was no evidence of 
his cffectual calling. Wherein did he fail? Why mark, com · 
pare this Scripture with Luke 3. 18, 19, 20. Herod, it is true, 
he heard Jobz Baptiſt gladly, while he preached of ordinary 
matter; but when Jobn came to reprove him of his fins, and 
cold him he was an Adulterer, then he could not endure to 
hear John preach, ver. 18. Many things in his exhortation did 
John preach to the people, but Herod the Tetrarch being reproved| 


by Jobn, for Herodias bis brother Philips wife, and for all the evils 
Herod had done, he added yet this above all, to ſhut up John in, 
priſen. He would hear yen no more then: Mark how the 


when he preached of comfortable and general matter; but 
when John came to reproving matter, and convincing matter, 


then he would hear him no more ; but added this fin to the: 
reſt, to ſhut up Iobn in priſon. So that to be a partial hearer, 
gladly to hear ſome part of the word, but not all, can be no 


evidence of effectual calling. So thoſe in Iſaiah diſcovered | 


this temper, Iſa. 30. 10, Propheſie to us ſmooth things, propheſie 


deceits. There were many men could delight to hear ſmooth | 


and comfortable preaching, but they could not endure to 


hear a true denunciation of Gods judgements againſt them 


for 


— 


Scriptures points out a wicked man; Hered heard Jchn gladly, 
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{for their ſins. They love to hear ſome part of Gods wil, not 
all; the promiſing part, not the reproving part: this is no 
evidence of effectual calling. Exel. 13. 17, 18. There were 
ſome ly ing Propheteſſes that did preach , but what did they 
doe? They ſowed Pillows under mens elbows ; and the Lord char- 
ges them for it, that they did hunt after their ſeuls, To preach 
{ſmooth Doctrines, and plauſible comfortable Doctrines, is 
but to ſow pillows, and hunt after mens ſoules. Now, ma- 
men love 60 be ſmoothed up, and flattered in their ſinnes; 
— to be a partial hearer, is no figne of your effectual 
calling. = 

3. Hearing the word with delight, is no evidence of your 
effectual calling, in caſe this be a fickle and unconſtant hear- 
ing. To delight to hear the word, becauſe the word comes 
In requeſt, becauſe there is no danger in hearing; this wick» | 


ed men may delight to do, when yet if times of perſecution 


ſhould ariſe, they would be fick le, and leave off their hearing. 
Mattb. 13.20,21. It is ſaid of the ſtony ground, that the ſeed 
that fell among ſtones,are they that receive the word with joy (there | 
is their delight to hear) but not having deep root, in times of 
perſecution fell away. Here the Scripture Anatomizeth a man, 
ſchat he may hear the word with joy ſometimes, when the cur- 
rent of the times run for Religion, when the word comes in 
faſhion among a people; but if perſecution ſhould attend the 
word, and a priſon attend hearing, you would then ſee how |. 
auß their delights would be in hearing the word : and in this 
caſe you may delight to hear the word, yet be no evidence of 
your effectual calling... 

4. Imcaſe your hearing be a ſelfiſh hearing: As now, ma- 
ny men may hear the word with delight: why ? Becauſe | 
they may get profit by hearing, and praiſe and vain-glory by | . 
hearing the word, and this may make them wonderfully de- 
Light to hear. Luke 12. 1. There was an innumerable company | 
went to hear Jeſus Chriſt, inſomuch the croud was ſogreat, that | 
one trod upon another to hear bim: yet Chriſt ſaith of them, | 
Jobn 6:26, They come to bear me preach , but not for the word 


o 


| Teach, or the miracles I doe, but for the loaves they eat of. It was | 


not love to Chriſts perſon, or his Miniſtry, but onely — 7 
Th | | | — Þ 
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thus, Aman may delight to hear, yet if that man divide 


took delight in drawing neer to God, yet in the day of their 


they ſaw Chriſt with a few fiſhes to feed ſo many men, they 
|-fecing of this miracle, this made them frequent the Miniſtry 
and word of :Jefus Chriſt. Many men may hear the word, 
when ſelfiſh advantage accompanies hearing, to get more tra- 
ding, to be better thought of among their neighbours ; this 
is a ſelfiſn hearing, and in this caſe you may hear, yet not 
be effectually called. There is a phraſe in-Hoſea 7. 14. They 
2 unto me, and they howled upou their beds, and they aſſem- 
led them;{elwes: for corn and wine. Here was a people, that 
aſſen bled together at the Ordinances of God; but what was 
their end ? there was a dearth and famine likely to come, 
and here they would uſe duties to be « meanes to prevent a 


| 


famine, and get corn and wine together. Here was a ſelfiſh 


end, and thus men may hear, yet have no evidence of their ef- 
fectual calling. | 

5. It your hearing be a divided hearing, and your delight 
a divided delight, this can be no Argument of your call. As 


and ſhare his delights, partly to fin, and partly to the Word, 
this can be no evidence of his effectual calling. In the place 
before quoted, Heſ. 7. They aſſembled together, aud howled upon 
their beds, yet they ſn againſt me, ſaith the Lord. There they 
divided their delight, they would ſerve God in his worſhip, 
yet they would fin againſt him. So thoſe I/ 58. 3,6,7. They 


faſt, found pleaſure in ſin. Now, to have a divided love, to 
delight in fin, as wel as in-Ordinances, this-can be no Arꝑu- 
ment of effectual calling; and your hearing the word in theſe 
five caſes, is but a meer deluſion. But on the contrary, if your 
hearing be not a bare hearing, but with your delight in hear- 
ing you joyn practice: If it be not a partial hearing, but the 
commanding and reproving part as welcome as any other: If 
it be ſuch a hearing as is not ſelfiſn, ſuch a hearing in which 
'you aim more at Gods glory then your own advantage : If 
theſe be the qualifications, then your delight in hearing the 
Word is an evidence of your effectual calling. 1 
Yea, but you wil urge further , Though this be not an Ar- 


gument of our effcualcalling, yet we can goe one ſtep high- 
: er} 


. — — EY 


1 — 


— — — a Se 


"8 


er; We doe not onely delight to hear the word, but we love: 
the godly who are effectually called to grace and glory; and 
if we love them, we hope it is argument that we alſo are 
called: and they urge that Scripture for it, Ve krow that we are 
tranſlated from death to Life , if we love the Brethren, 1 Joh. 
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„14. 2 
: Now, to ſpeak to this: 1 anſwer, It is clear in Scripture, 
that every kind of love to the 1 of God, is no Argument | 
of effectual calling, but there may be a feigned and a counter- 
feit love, as wel as any other grace. Hence the Apoſtle preſ- 
ſes, Rom. 12.9. Let your love be without diſſimulation ; jmport- 
ing, that men may diſſemble their love as wel as any grace | 
elſe, 1 Jobn 3. 18. Let us not love in word and in tongue onely, | 
but in deed and in truth, So 1 Pet: 1. 22: Letthere be unfeigned 


| ove to the Brethren : intimating that there may be a feigned 


and falſe love. So that every kind of love is no evidence of 
effectual calling. And this I ſhal make out by this demon- 
ſtration; becauſe there are ſeveral acts or expreſſions of love, 
that men who are not effectually called, may ſhew to be godly 
men. Now if a man uncalled, may ſhew many expreſſions and 
as of love to a man converted, then meer ſhewing love to a 
godly man, is no Argument of your effectuat calling. I ſhal 
reduce what I have to ſay unto ſix heads. As, 

1. A man may be frequently in the company of godly men, 
yet not be effectually called; and ſo Demas was a companion 
with Paul in the Goſpel, yet he not called, but imbraced the 
world, and fel away. 

2. They may ſpeak wel of the people of God. And this Fobx 
tels us, 1 Jobn 3. 18. Let us not love in rord, or in tongue. This lo- 
ving in word and tongue, was to ſpeak wel of a godly man 1] 
this a wicked man may do. | 4 

3. They may write Letters of commendation in the behalf 
| of a godly man. And ſo you read of Pilar*s Wife, which the 
Scripture gives as no evidence of her converfion, Mat. 27.19. 


She wrote a Letter to her Husband in the morning before he 
was to arraign Chriſt, and told him, Have nothing to do with 
the blood of this juſt man. Here you ſee ſhe wrote in the behalf 
of a good man, of Jeſus _ And ſo we read of Claudius! 


_ Tyfias, 4 


— — — 
——— - 


! 
S * 
1 


f making ſure our effe@Fual Calling. Ser. 6 


| Lyſias, chat he wrote a Letter in che behalfe of Paul to Felix 
the Governour: Here were great a&s of love, yet theſe no e- 
vidence of their effectual calling. Nay, | 

4. They may think nothing too much to give to good 
men, yet not be called. And ſo did the Galathians, whoſe 
calling Paul queſtions, Gal 4.15. They.would pull out their own 
| eyes, and not think then tco dear for Paul: Yet at length how 
cold they did grow, and count Paul their enemy, for telling them 
the truth. | 

5. They may expreſſe ſuch Tove, that in times of danger 
they. may take care of the ſafety of godly men. So Ads 23. 
27. Claudias Liſias, when he heard Paul was in danger of this 
life, he came with an Army of men to reſcue him, that they 
ſhould not take away his life from him; and yer Claadius 

Lyfias lived and died a Heathen, for ought the Scripture men- 
tions. „ ns OF, | 
{ Laftly, They may relieve the neceſſities of the godly, yet 
not be effectually called. Now here are high expreſſions 
of love, yet it is evident, all theſe may be, where calling is 
nor. 

But now its true, in ſome caſes love to the _ of God, | 
may prove a good evidence of ones effectual call; to wit, if it 
have theſe four qualifications, s 
1. If you love the people of God under this notion, becauſe 
godly, it is an evidence of your effectual call, becauſe there 
is good in them, more then becauſe 20 receive good from 
them. Hence it is ohn tels us wicked men may love a godly 
man, becauſe they have good from him. 2 Jobn 1. Jo the elet| 


| Laqy, whom I lors in the math, for the truths ſake dwelling in ker. | 
C 


Thx did not love the Lady; becauſe ſhe was a Lady, of becauſe 
ſbe, was a goodly woman, but for the riutbs ſake that dwelt in 
ber. Whereas wicked men they love a godly man, but not as 
godly, under that notion. Therefore you hal ſee the diffe- 
rence between Tobas love to a godly perſon, and Claudius Ly- 
figs a man unconverted. Ads 23. 27. Claudius Lyſias tels you 
there, that Paul was in danger of 51 life, and with an Army 1 
reſcued him. Now why was it he did ſo ? did he love Paul 

becauſe a godly man? no, for mark the next words: With| 
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n Army I reſcued him, becauſe it was told me he was a Roman. He 
loved Paul for his Nation, not for his converſion : had he lo- 
ved Paul as Paul, Paul as a Chriſtian, this were an Argument | 
of grace; but to love Paul as a Roman, becauſe of Country 
and Nation ſake, this was no evidence of his call. So Matth. 
5. 46,47. If ye love them that love you , what reward have 
yon ? doe not even the Publicans ſo 5 So that you ſee a wide 
difference between the love of a godly man, and of a wicked 
man. 
2. Tomeaſure your love to them by their graces, that you 
love that man moſt that hath moſt grace, that's an Argument 
of effectual calling, becauſe it is grace in the man, and no- 
[thing elfe you love. „ OS 
3. If your love be univerſal to all that are godly, of what 

ſort or condition ſoever they be, this is an evidence of your 

effectualcalling; for then "cis evident, that grace, as grace, is 


| 5 _ of your love, | 


Laſtly, to love a man fo, as to carry compaſlion in your 
breſts towards him, to have a ſympathizing heart with him 
in his ſufferings, 1 Pet. 3. 8. Suffer one with another, love' as" Bre- 
thren. This ſhews your love to be true, when ic hath pity and 


compaſſion to attend it. 
I paſſe now to a third delufion, which indeed is a main de- Deluſ. 3. 
luſion, and hath deceĩ ved many, ſpecially thoſe that profeſſe | 
the Goſpel, to make them believe they are effectually cal led, 
when they are not. And that is, becauſe they diſcern a change 
in their converſation, that they are not the ſame men they 
were in dayes paſt; and hereby the Devil props up this 
perſwaſion, that ſurely they muſt needs be effectually called, 
and he alledges Scripture for it, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10, 11. Such were 
ſome of you, but ye are waſhed; &c. Now this being ſo univer- 
ſala deluſion amongſt moſt men in the world, that if they 
have hopes of heaven, it is upon this ground, that they are 
not the ſame now they were in times paſt. I ſhall therefore 
a little enlarge my felf in ſpeaking of this particular, and 
| ſhall lay down fix or ſeren particulars wherein I (hall ſhew, 
chat this ground taken in general, is no infallible evidence of 
a mans effectual calling. 247173 e e | 
| | De __ Firſt 
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led. Thirdly, There is a change from prophaneneſſe to pro- 


| wherein they live: the times are changed, therefore they are 
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Firſt, Becauſe there are many gradual changes, which do 
not come up, or amount to a ſaving change or alteration of 
the heart of man. As there as a change from a Pagan to a 
Chriſtian, ſo was Julian chang'd, yet a man never called by 
Feſus Chriſt. Then there is a change from a perſecuter to be 


a countenancer of Religion, ſo we read Valerius Maxi minus 
was changed, who was the vileſt perſecuter of all men in his 
time, and the hand of God ly ing ſo ſore upon him for that 
ſin, that his very bowels rotted within him, and the very 
worms crept out of them, and in horrour of conſcience he 
cryed out to his Nobles ah out him, perſwading them by his 
example, to take heed never to perſecute the Chriſtians more. 
Now hk theſe were great changes, and yet they are but gra- 
dual changes, that leave men abundantly ſhort of thoſe ſa- 
ving changes that God works in them that are effectually cal- 


feſſion, and yet this is a _ below a ſaving change. Fourthly, 
there is a ſtep from profeſſion into fincerity, into a real poſſeſ- 
fion of Jeſus Chriſt. Now thoſe three ſteps they fall ſhort of a 
ſaving change, and therefore every change of life doth not 
not argue a man to be effectually called becauſe there are ma- 
ny gradual changes that do not amount to ſo high a pitch as | 
this, to be ſavingly ranged. | 

Secondly, There may be a change in the life, when there is 
no change in the nature, or in the heart, Matth. 23. they may 
waſh the eutſide of the cup, when within it is full of polution. The 
life may be changed, the external acts and courſe may be 
changed, when che heart may not be changed, and the nature 
the ſame ſtill. 
Thirdly, There may be a great change in a mans life, pro- 
ceeding,not from a change in their nature, but from the times 


changed; the times do not favour ſuperſtition, therefore they 
will rot ſhew their ſuaperſtitious hearts; the times counte- 
nance not profaneneſſe, therefore they will not be profane. 
Beloved, a change in a mans life may flow many times from 
a change of the times wherein they live, and yet this change 


no Argument of a heart change, or of effectual calling by Je- 


ſus Chrift. ourth= g 
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Fourthly, A change in your life may proceed from a 
change in your ſin, not from a change in your heart: As 
thus. A man may be a Drunkard, may be an Adultery, may 
be a profane liver in times paſt, and may change theſe ſinnes 
{for other fins. He may change his Drunkenneſſe into Cove- 
touſne ſſe, and be a covetous Worldling. He may change his 
Adultery for Idolatry, and be a ſuperſtitious man. He may 
change Profaneneſſe into Hypocrifte, and be an hypocritical 
man. He may change his loofe practice into a looſe judge- 
ment, and be an erroneous man. Now this is no change of 
the heart, but onely a change of the ſin; you have not the 
ſame ſins you had, but you have other fins in place of them; 
and men may thus have a change in their life, lowing from a 
change in their fin, yet no Argument of effectual calling. Ter. 
2.36. Why gaddeſt thon ſo much to change thy way ? The peo- 
le of Iſrael! they would be alwayes changing, now they 
would be for God, anon for Baal; now for Gods true wor- 
ſhip, anon for falſe worſbip; they would be ever changing 
their fin, but never leaving it, onely change their old fins for 
other ſort of fins. And ſo there are many men now adayes 
changed, they are turned from Malignity,and are come to be 
Profeſſors; it may be they have not ſo groſs ſins now, as in 
times paſt; in times paſt they would * Religion, and 
now they profeſſe it; though they have left their oppoſition, 
they have ſome ſin more eminent then that. Many nien have 
been looſe in praiſe, they have changed that to be looſe in 
judgment; this is no change of heart all this while: ſo that 
take this for a truth, there may bea change in the life, when 
the heart remains unchanged ftil]. | 3/49 
Fifthly, There may be a change in mens lives,arifing from 
a change in the occaſions to fin, and not from a change in 
{the heart: As now, A Lion that will go ramping and roar- 
ing up and down, devouring his prey when he is at large, 
yet put this Lion in a Den, there he is quiet, and will offer 
no hurt: now the Lion is a Lion ſtill, and hath his rave- 
nous diſpoſttion ftill, only he hath not ſo fair an occaſion 
to ſhew his rage. It is thus with men; many men want ae- 
fions and opportunities to ſhew their wickedneſs, and the evil 
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\ | of their natures, and therefore doe not diſcover them: 
Whar's the reaſon many a man was a drunkard before, and 
is not ſo now? It may be drunkenneſs hath brought begge- 
| ry, and now he hath not money to fit upon an Ale-bench. 
What's che reaſon a man was an Adulterer before, and is not 
ſoncw? It may be he hath ſpent his ſtock, and ſpent his 
ſtrength upon Whores, and now he hath neither ftrength nor 
purſe to follow after them. Itisno thanks to you, if God 
take away your occafions of ſinning: men may be thus 
changed, yet have no change in the heart at all. 
Sixtly, Many men may change their lives, becauſe they come 
into better company, haply their company is better then in 
times paſt, and this may work in them a change in their lives. 
2 Kin. 12.2 As we read of Joaſhs all the while he was in Hebeiades com- 
panys he was a well ordered man in his life; but when he 
was dead, and he came to have wicked men about him, then 
he ſhewed the wickedneſs of his heart. 

7. Laſtly, Every change is not an evidence of effectual cal- 
ling, becauſe there may be a change in the life, proceeding 
from a wrong principle, and tending to a wrong end: As 
thus, a man may change bis life from a wrong rinciple 
| what's that ? I will nametwo wrong principles of a change | 
in unconverted men, As | 

Firſt, Men may change their lives, becauſe of ſome pre- 
ſent outward afflition that lies __ them in this life, their 
afflictions may inforce them to change their wayes, and not 
be ſo bad as in former dayes, Jonab 1. 5. when they were in a 
ſtorm in the ſhip, every man went and prayed to bis God, What 
a change was here ? yet the change was only becauſe of the 

anger „they were in danger of death, and therefore 
they grew religious: Every man when a danger and afflicti- 
| on lies upon him, that will make him betake himſelf to God, 

| and be a better minded man. And ſo Pbaraob, when God 
ſent ten ſore plagues upon him, the plagues did inforce Pha- 
ravb to confeſſe his, fin, and beg of Moſes to pray for him; 
and yet this change in Pharaoh was only becauſe of the pre- 
{ſent affliction that lay upon him which wrought this change 
| ler. 22.23. Oh Inhabitants of Lebanon, . bow gracious wilt thou 
* | | 


be 
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be when thy pangs come upon tber When pangs and afflictions 
were upon them, then they would be a gracious people. 

There is many a man will change his life, when God 
brings pangs, and death, and fickneſſe upon him; theſe 
are forc'd wayes that God takes, co make a wicked and 
ſtout- hearted Wretch change his life, 1/2. 18. 12. Its ſaid 
there, When Moab is wear, Moab will con: to my Eantinzty and 
pray. What a change was here in Moab ?* Moab, an Idola- 
trous company, that hated Gods people, and were enemies 
to all goodneſs; yet when they were weary, and Gods hand 
lay heavy upon. them then they would pray, Ezek. 24. 12, 
So that you fee clearly, though mem d change their lives, 
yet if this change flow only from a preſent affliction thiey lie 
under, that Gods hand upon them doth even force them to 
change their courſe; this is no Argument of a ſaving 
change, and ſo by conſequence no e vidence of your effectual 


calling. e ES | 
_ Secondly, Men may change their courſe from this Princi- 
ple alſo, becauſe of that horrour of conſcience that feizet 


on them, in the apprehenſion of hell, and the wrath of God; 
and from this principle a Heathen may change his courſe. It 
is noted by one upon that place Peter, It happens unto them, as 
the Dog that turns to his vomit , &c, Upon thoſe words 
he hath this note, That the Dog in vomiting, carries reſem- 
blance to a wicked man leaving his fin. Now, ſaith the Au- 
thor, the Dog when he vomits, it is by reaſon of ſome qualm 
and pang that is in his ſtomack, and when he hath that pang, 
he will diſgorge himſelf, and eaſe himſelf by vomit ; not 
as if he loathed his meat, but if he could free himſelf from 
thoſe pangs, he would fain have the meat in his body to nou- 
riſh him. Thus a wicked man, he may diſgorge and vomit 
up his fins, and leave his fins, but why? it is not becauſe 
he hates his fins, no, he would keep them as 4 ſweet morſel 
under his tongue; but ic is becauſe thoſe fins cauſe horrour 
and trouble of conſcience, he cannot deceive, nor he cannot 
follow his Iuſts, but coniciente will follow him. Now if thou 
change thy fin, only to ſtop conſciences mouth, and muzzle 


conſcience, this is no Argument of effectual calling. 
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Deluf. 4. 3 — Men are tempted by the Devil to nouriſh pre- 


mptuous perſwaſions, that they are effectually called when 
they are not, becauſe they are miſcalled and reproached by 
the men of this world. Now think they, I ſhould never be 
miſcalled and reproached by wicked men, if I were not cal · 
led by my God. | | 

Now totake off this briefly, I anſwer : Every reproach 
from wicked men, can be no argument of an ecAual call 
from God, becauſe men may be miſcalled upon a twofold 
ground : There are ſome men ſuffer as Chriſtians, and ſme 
as evil-doers 3 we may ſuffer either for Chriſts ſake, or for 
| our own ſakes : The diffinction is laid down 1 Pet. 4. 15,16, 
17. Let none of you ſuffer as a murtherer, & an evil doer, as 
Thief, #s 4 Buſie- body in other mens matters; but if any man ſuf- 
fer as a Chriſtian, let bim not be aſhamed. So that ſome men 
ay be puniſhed for their own evils they have done, and ſo 
ſuffer no more then they have deſerved ; but other men ſuf- 
fer for their profeſſion , becauſe they profeſſe Jeſus Chrift. 
Now to ſuffer becauſe of your evil doings, this can be no 
evidence; but to ſuffer for Chriſt, meerly for profeſling his 
name, this is an _— of effectual calling. Therefore 
Chriſt pronounceth thoſe bleſſed, Matth. 5. 11. Bleſſed are 
yon ben men ſhall revile you , 2 evil of you for my 
ſake: This is an evidence of your effectual calling by Jeſus 


* 


. "of mn mans ſore our Fed Cling 
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His Per, 1. 10. 
ele the 3 Brethron give « all * to er your 
Calling ad Eleftion ſure. Y | | 
TERS Doctrine I am yet upon, drawn from theſe | © 
words, is this, That Cbriſtians ſhould put forth | 
4 great deal o diligence to make this fure ro their | - 
8 ſoules, that they. are effeIually called by Feſus Chr iſt. 
In the proſecution of which, I have gone os. 
ver many tne, and reſolved ſome caſes of conſcience | 
in id to — men. Iam now at chis time to diſ . 
patch ſome caſes of conſcience more, touching them that are | 
nay called by Jeſus Chriſt : As bl 
Whether men that ane Ai called by Chriſt into 
«Hats of grace, and hope of glory, may in this life attain 
2 an infallible and firm a Irance. of their on effectual 
ing? - 
: 2. If it be found that it is andy in this life, then what 
is the reaſon that many Chriſtians who are effectually cal-;| 
led, doe fo much ſuſpe& and doubt their on calling} and 
walk ſo ſadly for want of their aſſurance? 

3 What muſt be done that ſo 2 may make it ſane. 10 | 
your own ſoules, that you are ually called by Jeſus| 
Chriſt. 

Firſt, whether itbe attainable i in this life, that men who 

are effectually called by Chriſt, may have a firm and in- 
fallible aſſurance of their own call? And i in reſolution .of, 
| chis I ſhall briefly free it from two eee both of which 
are untrue about this: 9 Or 613 | \ 
5 The | 
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Si quis di 


xerit hemi- 
nem rena - 
tum teneri 
ex fide ad 
credendum 


ſe certs eſe 
"ex numero 
} Predeſti- 
natorum, a- 
nat hema ſit.. 
Seſſ. 6. 
Can. 15. 


A ghe firft is that of the Papilts, who utterly deny any fach 
\te&ion by Gad,and.they'holdall their 


| or juſtified ones, or eleF ones, let him, be Anatheme, let 


that afſerance ts of the nature ot flick, and whoſoever hath, 


thing as aſſurance about a mans Calling, Juſtification, or E- 
et Auel biene is (ufpenes 
affii ming that the moſt a man can Havè is a &nfefural faith, 
an hope or eon jecture that he thall-be ſaved. And hence it 
is, that in that Popiſh Counceh d Tirut they made this Ca- 
non, that if any mar doth fay, that he ĩs bound of faith to be- 


lieve that he is certainly in the number of Gods called ones, 


him be accurſed. That man that would ſo much as take this 
aſſurance to himſelfe, they would hold that man accurſed. 
And the reaſon why they doe it, ls, bocauſt they hold ano- 
ther errour, to wit, falling from grace; which they could 
not maintain, did they/nochold this allo: This is. the firſt 
extreas | r Et | 5 tea 5 + Der; | 
| 2. Anotker extream is of the Entheraxs ; theybeing op- 

poſite to the Papifts in\this paint of aſſurance, to conſute them 
who davy all aſſarance, they vun into this entream tohokd. 


— — : but this is. another eutreand and an 
uncomfortabſe Doctrine. for doubting Chriftians,, were it. 
true. Therefore to keep this truck im the middle betwixt tw | 


extreams, T IHA dn this poſiti om hy way: of ; Ariſwer : | 
That cheugtt fmetimes perſons effar aalied;; maybe 
(without a particulae affurance of thein mn call, yer this a 


ſurance is attainable by Chriflians in this life; and Chrifti- | 
ans may be affured of their own effactual calling. And this 
I ſhall prove by four Mediums... . E 
Frrſt, Reeauſe the Apoſtie injoyngit here in my Text, Ci 
'dilig:rce to make your Calling. am Lieniam fire. 


— 


5 Now this is, 42 
rule in Divinity,” No man is boundito doe a thing impoſ- 


— 


ſiblez. and there for in that we. ara comman ded and bound 
to doe it, it is clear that it is poſlible, and may de made 


ſure 


to work thisparticuldr aſſurance in the hearts 
are efſectually called, that they are in the ſtate of grace, and 


Seecyndly, decauſe it is the officeof the Spirit. ane 
thoſe chat 


ſhall be brought to glory. x Cor. 2.1 2. Ve baus received not 


th 
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might know the things tbat are freely given us. of God. x John 


the Spirit is called a Seal ; jou are ſealed by the Spirit of pro- 


Now a ſeal, and earneſt, is to rms aſſurahce to a pro- 
* and here the Spitit of God is given to Believers as 


raves. they chall have their harveſt in glory. 1 Tobn 4. 13. 


—— 


— 


rit it ſelfe bearetb witxeſi with our ſpirits, that we are the chil 


dreu of God, 


ranee af their e ffectual calling, 
in Paul, and the Scripture dels us of him, that he had a clear 
evidence of hiseffetual calling, Gal. 2.20. I he, yet not I, 


Lwe.: There he had a particular aſſurance that Chriſt loved 


—— — 


— 
=y 


| — was his Redeemer.” And fo Drvid alſo faith,Thou 


"| dayes of my Life. So that pur theſe together: God commands 
1530 is the Spirits office to work aſſurance in the heart, and 


— —_ — 


the: Spirit of this. world, bus the Spirit which is of God, that we | 


15-10. He that believeth, be hath æ witneſſe in himſelf z a witneſs 
to his own foul that he doth believe. - Eph. 1. 13,14. There 


a ſealyand earneſt· penny, that as they have the firſt fruits in 


2 — a pell in him end be in us, becauſe be hath | 
[given us his Sprit. It is the office of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt 
to aſſure our hearts in this 3 Roms, 8. 16. The Spi- 


Thirdly, Particular ſervants of God io Scripture, that have 
akers of this mercy; — 4 had this farm aſſu- 
iſlall inſtance in three. Fitſt 


bus. Cbriſt that liveth in me, who loved me, and gave hiwſelfe for | 


himgaridgave himſelf fur him -So 2 Tim. 1. 12. Throw whow 
4 bant bel nd; ami I am prrſwedenalſs, that what 1 baut com- 
mitted to bim, br will leep til the laſt day. So 2 Tim. 4. 8. 1 
batit fwizhi « good fight, I have finiſhed my conrſe, Thane kept | 
the faith, benceforth there is x Grown laid up for me. Nay not 

Paxl; but Fob alſo, Fob 19.29. I know tbat thy Redeemer 
i and d ſball tand up before him at the laſt day: he knew 


art y God, and I will praiſe thee. Pſal. 118. 28. and Pſal. 
23. 6. Surely ibe — and wercy of God ſhall follow me all the 


particular ſervants of God have had this affurance, theretore | 
| why may it not be obtained But if you ſay, theſe were not 
ordinary ſervants of God, theſe were ſervants of a higher rank 
and ſorm; but may ordinary weak Chriſtians know this al- 
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ſo? Yee, Therefore. N 2 TFourth- 
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of making ſure our bull Calling. Sor. 7. 
.- Fou:thly, Not onely particular Saintt have had this, bit 
che people of God in Genera]; they have declared in Scri- 
pture that they have pgs this particular aſſurance of 
{their effectual calling,and ſafety of their condition by Chriſt, 
Inftance in a few. A 63. 16. Doubtleſſe thou art our Father, 
They made no doubt of it, they were ſo perſwaded they fea- | 
red ic not. Iſa. 45.24. Surely ſhell one ſay, In the Lord have 
I righteouſneſſe aud — Surely : à word of confi- 
| {dence „ they were aſſured they had righteouſneſſe fon 
their juſtification in Chrift Jeſus. ' So 2 Cor. 5. Yo-Weknow, 
that if. our eartbly Tabernacle be diſſolved, we bave a-building 6 
Godtternal in the heavens. They knew that when they died; 
they ſhould ſee God in Heaven; not only Paul, but other 
godly Chriſtians with him. So Heb. 10.34. Ton know in your 
| ſelves, that God bath provided for you & better and more enduring 
ſubſance. They were aſſured within themſelves, that when 
they ſtiould die, or loſe their Eflates here, God had provi- 
ded for them a more enduring ſubſtance. So 1 Jabu 3. f. 
- Hereby we know thai. we are ef the trutb, and ſhall aſſure dur 
hearts before God. So ver. 14. We know we are tranſlated from 
death to life, &c. So that what can be more clearly 1 | 
chen this,that this aſſurance is to beatcained in this life : be- 
\cauſe God contniandsigitis the Spirits office to work it pdf- 
T ticular Chriſtians have had itz and the pbople of: God in Ge. 
neral they have enjoyed and profeſt this Temper. 
Is it ſo then that Affurance is attainable im this life ? Then 
how much too blame are our Adverſaries the Pzpifts, who 
hold their followers in ſuſpenſe, that they muſt live without 
che aſſurance of their own eſtate, that their ſoules muſt hang 
in fears and doubts all their dayes, that the moſt they can 
have is enly a conjecture: Oh into what a . com- 
for ts do they plunge them! Beloved, the Lord in the Book 
of Deuteronomy, chap. 29. did pronounce it as a curſe, that 
their lives ſhould hang in ay its a greater. curſe that 
mens ſouls ſhould hang in ſuſpenſe, that men ſhall not know 
whether they ſhall be ſaved or damned, it's a hell on this ſide 
hel]; and therefore they are much to be blamed, that hold 
their followers in hand with a peradventure they ſhall be ſa» | 
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fri enter, gor 3 hen the — is ſockear in 8 


| Secondly Let not 0 thoughts either of the impoſſt ibility 
the diſſiculty of attaining this. aſſurance, diſcounage you 


your calling and election ure. 


handling of kes es dag caſe: of. cones, { 
ranceis attainable, Therèfqre . 
Secondly, what is the reaſon that many v Chriſtians who are 


© vs AO 11 


ars about thelr c 


Deed 


In Anger 0 this aß ly * le calars,, 
Ghatzhe deubts that dg ariſe in Claifians ab m——_ | 
| Sax Bow — threefold fountain...', NEED * | 

- Eit —_ 2 — e et they aa the 
dagen 219 


. Scrongly, een defy apprebend ohe inthe | 
eee e eee 1 583] 


'Fhirgly;ſome teeming defeRathey 
of their lng; and theſe e $ are e 


whence many Chriſtians SORIA fall Scher 
| call, and are notaflured pf it * 
Fiyſt, iedoth a le it m ſome 


l 12 
pend to be ip the MAνοο O cri obe RE 
50 | 


not caJledjinſuche manner asl ite brbers are. As 

they, I {ce other men when-they are converted, thx che 

[ miljations are; great, I ſee tha ithey: have. horrour of flops 4 
| fre: That they are wrought e the tecrors of che lap, 

. 3 * humbled, before G ct; Now far my | 
fa Ineverfeund this manpen of Gods: workingip, my foul! 


neuer found that I could ſee my fins. clearly, or could 
hambled for them greatly; I never found thoſe — 


from looking after. It. It is ven it ig chißeult 
indeed; and the difficulty ſhouſd b 10. far, rot djilcoura-. I 
ging you, that it ſhoutd quicken — (chin to make 


Thirdly, Seeing aſſurance is attainable: in chis life enquire | 


into the cauſe why you who 0 ir 6A lied, ;haye not. 
attained this aſſurànce before, how. And: . | 
{U=- 


-alled'effe&ually. 90 5 us Cds live in Nen doubts and 


une terrors which I hear many men talk of, and — 
_ma es 
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Vas of making ſore bur ef call bug Sery - 


makes me doubt Whether Lau effsftually bal led or no. Now 


way in converting BAS" tis faid 50h 3.8. 7he wird blowers 


uſual way to work thus port Ohriſtians io have beem re- 
I giouſſy brought up from their — ch; it is not Gods way 
to dowle the 


ſatiom before teft Cres and enk. But ic is hot Gods | 


to ſuctr x depth vf fears, that have been Oft fair and Inge- 
nucus and moral life beforeweir eln Nr youkhow i is 


wth Carpates they votard bloys 9 noir e 


(hall 


hew them with ent! 
but others that are hot f 


to 14 off this, 1 ſhall onely ſpeak three things by way o 


Firſt, That iris true; God doth proceed after this manner 
with ſome, yet Goc is not kechand ichnfinad to One and the 
ſame way of working wit alt? What if he eme to you in 
a calm, hen he comes to utliers in a Tempeſt, if God come 
tome to you in a more peaceable and peaceable and quiet 
way? What if G6 not plerce your Heart, as he did choſe 
300d: in the 4s; If bie kiadly open thy heart lite Lidie's 
witkeut hoiſe Gods not co be titd to oneandt the ſame | 
where it liſteth, ſo how it liſteth alſo, '- | vive th oo, 

| Secondly, You flave no cauſe to doubt for this; becauſe it's 
Gods uſual minijtt to proceed after this way; only with fuch 
men who have been looſe ih their lives, 'who have been obRi-, 
nate h thei? Wild] Ibs Ute Piel berg Katitdatons Hieouver 


into ſuch a pit of horror, and plungeè them in- 


then they to ſmooth and tende w OoOd:thus doth God | 
when he meets with a knotty finner, a wretehed ſtout-hearted 
ſinner, God muſt give many blows by huniiliation, before he 
will be humbled, befere he cu bring fim te be d ſeruſteable 
piece jn Gods bu ldfug f wbereab Chrifithe of a wilde und 
foſter temper, they hall have fewer blows, ant Halt not 
have the terrors of God ſtick ſo faft fntheir hearts, as others 
Hence you read chat phraſe, Hoſ: 6. 5. ſalth the Lord, 
I will hew tbem by my Prophets, e. God doth hew fome men 
ments, and hew them with err our Te 
6 16oſe as bey I tag Fpbravm td go 
I leu Ephraim by the Arms, aui I Are hint with cords bf mu 
aud with the bands of love, Hop. 11. 4. God you fee wonld 


| 


hack and hew ſome men with terrour and wrath, but others } 


— ts PRs p . © 


— 


„ offre our eſfacfual Calling, 
fie wonld drawuũth lovrancche rords of. a man Nom ſup- 
pole God hath wor:hackedt and bewedxhee with judgments, 
if God melt hee with loving k indneſſe, 'aridif -Godgainpp- 
on thy ſuub with mercy 5; and-with:lore and grace, thou maſt 
not blame God, thou muſt.hox nonfine God; for this is Gods 
way of work ing lonerimcs,aswthas by wrath, God works 
* on forhe wich wrath z dhe will: allure others With loving 

kindnefſey ſo har you have no cauſe or graimd: of fear that 

you are noi effectual ly ca led: becaufe you apprehend ſome 
defects in the manner of your call; becauſe it is Gods uſu- 
al 1 them in moſt humiliation, and moſt ter- 
row, that hauvelbeen moſtwicked liv'd men before their call, | 
and fo ordinarily with men religioutly craintdiup from their 


— — 


outh. if 055915 (. (4 175277 71% 5 
7 Thirdly, God ara. gone ras ſinner to converlion, 
he loca upon the temper of thoſe that are to be called, and | 
God ſees ſome men of a rugged: temper, that their tempers 
vill not be won but by wrath, and by fire, and by hell, and 
by judgment. Audio ids Hke Feha wat, his temper was 
fach chat nothing cod convert him bu wrath: and judges 
ment to come, terrible Doctrines. Some are of chis tem- 
per, chat nothing but wrath and hel- fire tan work upon chem. 
(Rs children, there are ſome that. are of ſuch ſoft and tender 
tempers that ih ſhaking ol ard — there 
are ther children, if a man ſhou ld whip tflem very —_ 
would never leave their childiſh tridæa Icis-fownhfinners, | 
God ſees ſome of a more tender and ſoft: temper, that love 
will gain upon them; others are Of a rugged diſpoſition, that 
nothing but wrath ean affright them: Now: God /in the dãſ- 
penſations of yisgrace, he obſerves their temper, and if hie 
beer love will gain more upon them then wrach wilb do, he, 
will take that courſe; burit God ſee nothing but wratb nd 
fire, and horrour wil doe it then he wif work that way. This 
yon read in the Epiſtle of Judi, ver. 22, 23. On ſome, faith 
che Holy Ghoft, baue corhpuſſion; making 4 differente; but o- 
thers ſave with fear, pniling ibn qt of the fires The medping, 
is this; There are ſome that you muſtſhew tenderneſſe and 
compaſſion to; in calling and working upon them, they are ] | 
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of a tender temperi; but others there are that you muſt. ſave 
with fear, that is, preach terrible Sermons to them, and 
fright them with hel fire and judgment to come. For God 
doth obſerve the different tempers in men, and hereupon'doth 
proceed in different wayes of Admin iſttation in working up- 
on them. No it may be,thou that doſt thus complain, thou 
never hadſt theſe terrours in thy ſoul, and yet art effectually 
called, it may be God ſaw thy temper more to be won by 
kindneſſe, and more gained upon in a way of love, there- 
fore wrought upon thee this way; God is not bound to one 
way : And therefore we may juſtly count them blame: wor- 
thy who preach onely free grace, and Gods love, and ſo tie 
Cod to one Method: and they are too blame on the other 
fide likewiſe (if chere be any ſuch) — — only. terror 
and wrath for God obſerves the temper of mens diſpoſitions, 
ſome to be knotty, and ſome ſoft, and accordingly proceeds 
ceeds in his way of working with them. This ground there | 
fore for your doubts is infufficients vid 11 5 oc gy L6G 
: Secondly, A ſecond: ground that» make wen, Gaube of 
their effectual calling, is upon the apprehenſion ↄf lame ſee» 
ming defect that may be in the means of their calling. As 
thus: Think they, I have read in the Word, that it doth | 
pleaſe God touſe preaching as the ordinary means to call and 
convert ſinners to Chriſt. It pleaſed God hij preaching ta ſave 
them that belet ve. I read this allo that faith comes by bearing, 
(Now many a poor ſoul hath this that — 1 conſcience 
and troubles his ſpirit) but alas I finde a defect in * mo 
For my part I cannot ſay I was converted by hearing a Ser? 
mon, that which did work upon me was ſome other means. 
One of theſe three, either I was converted (ſajth one) by 
living in a pee among good Deine ere | 
example, that gained upon me; Or, ſaith, another, I 
was gained upon by reading a Chapter in the Bible, or in 
ſome good Book, and that firſt wraught upon me: Or, ſaith | 
athird, it may be, if it, was the Word, it was the Word 
preached by a wicked man, that is now turned either erro- | 
neous in judgment, or prophane in practice: and this oc- | 
caſioneth a gteat deal of jealoaſie. The word preacht by 
; the 
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 [Ser.7. of making ſure ow Ff Calling, == 
the mouth of a godly Miniſter is Gods ordinary way, but 1 


him * the truth of his effeQual calling. Now Beloved, 
I beſeech you lend me your thoughts a little, for I would fain 


was altogether out of this way, and therefore this doth make 


make this Doctrine as comfortable to every called one as 
I can. 1 ſhall — of all theſe in order, and ſhew you, 
chat put caſe either of theſe have been the meanes of thy 
ealling, yet thou haſt no reaſon to doubt of thine effectual 


calli 3 111 17 . 4+ Sos: 

| Firk chou ſuſpeRtef thy call, becauſe the means hath been, 
ſayeſt thou, not by hearing Sermon, or the word preacht, 
but by living among good Chriftians, and ſeeing their ex- 
ample and cheir living, thou cameſt by this means to love 
| the wayes of. God; and this was the firſt meanes that con- 
verted thee. | | Beloved, I doubt not but I ſpeak to a great ma- 
ny, that cannot ſay a Sermon ever converted them, but on- 


truth, this way: now what ſhall I ſay to ſuch men as theſe ? 
why, I would ſay thus much; that though the Lord did not 
uſe his Word preached, the ordinary meanes of converting 
ſoules, in calling thee, yet God is not tied and bound up o 
> va preecht;burhe may uſe other means to convert thy 
Oul. 7 * i 

yz and more particularly æhat living among good 
people, and ſeeing of their example both in life and wor- 
up -we finde in Scripture to be a very efficatious meanes of- 
teprimes to convince, ſometimes to convert; and if you can 
ſinde out this in Scripture, you may have abundance of com- 
1222 — been a means eg ren to — 1 oY 3, 
16. -Tbty ſhall be aſpamed to ſpeak evil of you, while they beho! 
 your-duverſetion in Cbriſt. When they tall fee that you live | 
in Chriſt, and walk according to 'Chrilt, they ſhall be aſnae 
med ; aſhamed of what they have done, and what they have 
ſpoken; it ſhall convirtte chem. So 1 Pet. 2. 15. And the 


ly, that they were gained to Gods wayes, to imbrace the | . 


Apoſtle when he ſpeaks of the orderly and regular mana- 
ging the worſhip of e God, 1 Cor. 14-23-25. If there comes an 
unbodie der among Jeu, aud beef y order (ſaith he) be h 
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| fall do un in the midſt of you, -he me be convinced, and ſhall 15 | 
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Of maling ſure our eff ectuall Calling. Ser. 7. 
Of a trutb God is among you. Seeing this, (faith the Apoſtle) 
godly men holy in their lives, and holy in their worſhi though 
he be an unbeleiver, he ſhall fall down and ſay, of a truth 
God is among you: that is, by way of conviction. Nay fur- 
ther, ſometimes God doth bleſſe the gracias lives, and blame- 
leſſe example of Chriſtians to be a means to convert ſome, when 
the Goſpel cannot do it; and you would think this very com- 
fortable, could it be made good. I would commend but one 
Text of Scripture to you, to prove what a bleſſing it is to live 
ina goed family, where either husband or wife, or any one in 
the * . 8 Y 1 Pet. 3. I. Wives be ſubject unto your bus- 
bends, what then? that your hnshends that are not womme by the 
Vor d, may be vonne without the Word, whileft they behold the con- 
verſation of their wives. A notable text, There were many 
wicked Husbands, that allthe Sermons they heard would not 
ccnvert them 1 775 the Apoſtle tells them, that if the wiſe did 
live a godly and holy life, their lives ſometimes ſhould be more 
eflicatious to convert their Husbands, then the Word ſhould be. 
And this, Beloved, doth clearly take off this firſt plea of yours, 
that becauſe you were converted by example, and by living a- 
mong good Chriſtians, and ſeeing their —— 
upon you; this is no cauſe of diſcouragement, ſome- 
times, (I ſay) the Lord doth bleſſe examples of gracious lives, 
to make them winne and gain upon men that arebrought home 
to Jeſus Chriſt. | : = 
Secondly, they go yet further, There is another poor fout 
brought home to Jeſus Chriſt, and what ſaith he? 1 do mife 
doubt the means of my call, far a Sermon never wrought upon 
ms; the firſt thing of all that ever gained upon me, it was the 
reading ſome Chapters in the Bible, or ſome other holy mans 
book, and that made me firſt to hate fin, and Tove the waies of | 
God, and look after his Word for my ſalvation. And here 1 | 
doubt not but many Chriſtians have found the Word read the 
tirſt means of gaining upon their hearts. And thereſore to take 
| ww — I ſhall ſpeak.two or three things in way of 
\n{w2r. 56 Tf 
Firſt, that God is ot tyed to any means, but can work wich 
| the meaneſt means to bring home people to . Jefus Chriſt, If 
| ROT Peters 
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+: - 0 f making jure our Foce Calling, 


Peters converſion was by a Cock; a Cock crowing, and a look 
of Chritis eye, why may not Chriſt uſe the Seriptures read to be 
a means of a mans call? If rom ſtones God can raiſe up chil- 
dren unto Abrabam, why cannot God do it by the Word alſo? 
to make the Word read a means in his own hands to effe& it ? 
God that can do all things with nothing, without means, can 
bring to paſſe great things by weak means. 

Secondly, and more particularly, That though ordinarily 
preaching, and hear ing of the Word preached be ordained by | 
God, and crowned by him cheifly to be a means inſtrumental 
to convert fouls, yet God ſometimes hath bleſſed the reading 
of the Word to be a means of converting ſouls likewiſe. Yet, 
Beloved, I would not do as the Prelates did, who would fain | 


| was, when he was In ſo pettiſh a mood as to be angry with 


have brought in reading to juſtle our preaching. Preaching 
is the more noble work, — muſt be higheſt in our thoughts, 
yet if God will go out in an unuſual way, who can control him? 
If God will do it by a Chapter read, when not by a Sermon 
preached, who can reſiſt God? if he will ſhew his power by 
weaker means. Who ſhal gainſay it? God ſometimes honours 
the reading of the Word, to give encouragement to reading, 
to be a means of ſome mens call. I have read of S. Auſtine that 
he was converted, not by hearing a Sermon, but by openin 
the Bible, and reading that place, Rom. 13. 13. Let us wall 
honeftly as in the day time, not in rioting and arunkenefi, not" in 
chambering aud wantouneſſe ; and the reading of this verſe 
weought upon him. Thave read of Cyprian, that he was con- 
— d by reading the Prophene of Jonas, hearing of Gods 
mercy to ſave ſueh a wicked people, and of Gods mercy to Fo- | 


God. I have known likewiſe another famous Miniſter, that 
going by a Book-binders ſhop, he was converted by reading a 
Sermon of Repentance that colt but two pence ; and hath 
been a famous Miniſter ſince for the converſion of many hun- 
dreds to Jeſus Chriſt, Junius was converted by reading the 
firſt of Fobs ; ſo the Eunuch was converted by reading Iſa. 5 3. 7. 


g ** 


cher 
3 if 


Beloved, God is not bound to any one way in ſaving man; He 
that wrought upon Auſtin by a verſe reading, and upon ano- 
by a Sermon, he can do fo by thee. Reading is an ordi- | 
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ture I was never wrought upon, neither by ſeeing godly people 
among whom I lived, and * example, nor was I 
wrought upon by reading good boo 

upon by hearing ſuch a Miniſter;hat Inow ſee is run into error; 
ora Miniſter that is grown looſe in his practice, (hapily in theſe | 
preſent times gone io joyn with the — — ingdom) 
and become a vile liver; and the Miniſter 


nance of God, and God is not bound up, but may uſe that as 


a means of thy effectual call likewiſe. qr 4 
Thirdly, Yea but, ſaith another doubting: foul, Peradven- 


3 but I was firſt wrought | 


ing bad that wrought | 
upon me, makes me queſtion, whether the work be not an un- 
ſound and bad work alſo, and this gravels many a Chriſtian 
likewiſe. Towhich I anſwer briefly. ot 
Firit, That ſuppoſe the Miniſter were bad that wrought up- 
on thee, yet the badneſſe of the Miniſter is no oo ground of 
making us ſuſpect our calling. For then we ſflould never be 
ſure of our call. A man may be ſure of his own converſion, though 
a man may not be ſure ofthe converſionof him by whoſe means 
he was called. N „ 0 T4 1 „ 
Secondly, Again in is clear in Scripture, God may uſe Mi- | 
niſters that are wicked themſelves to convert others.” Fhe Mi- 
niſters of the ſever} Churches of Aſia, doubtleſſe ſome of them 
were bad men; Paul tells you, 1 Cor. 9. 17. I keep under niy body, 
left when I preach to others, 1 my ſelf may be a oaſtaway. Intima- 
ting, that a man may preach to others, and may be a means to 
ſave others, and yet not be ſaved himſelf. So 1 Cor. 13.1. Mi- 
niſters in this caſe may be as Cooks are. A Cook may dreſſe 
many a diſh, and let them go through his hands to furniſh a 
large and ſtately. Table, yet of all theſe diſhes himſelf hardly 
taſte one; So Miniſters, they may dreſſe many a diſh: for their 
hearers, yet they not lick their fingers, or taſte of this ſpiritu- 
al food themſelves. As in the building ofthe Ark, there were 
many men built Noabs Ark, to ſave others, that were drowned 
chemſelves; ſo many men may build an Ark by preaching the 
Word, and the waies of God to ſave other mens ſouls, when 
they may be drowned themſelves. Hence it is the Scripture tells 
us of Stars that fell from heaven; many Miniſters, that ſeemed 


godly Minitters, like Stars in their Generation, yet they fell, 
n ä — 5 and 
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bleton a famous Miniſter in the dates of Queen Mary; and a 
man whoſe Miniſtry had converted many Chriſtians, yet at 
length he himſelf tirned to be a Papiſt. Now theſe Chriſtians 
did never miſdoubt or ſuſpe& their converſion, becauſe the man 
that converted them, was a bad man; They might be good peo- 
ple, though he was a bad Miniſter : fo that this is no ground in 
the world; though I confeſſe it is not ordinary, that God makes 
wicked men means of converſion, but God ordinarily crowns 
the Word moſt in the mouth ofa godly Miniſter, yet ſometimes 
I fay, God may uſe a means to convert ſouls. And I would 
give you theſe reaſons to prove, that a wicked man may con- 
vert ſouls, and that God ties not converiion to a godly Mini- 
ſter. Becauſe firſt, the efficacy of the word doth not depend 
upon men, but upon Jeſus Chriſt ; and Chrift may make uſe of 


| 1 ; 


Secondly, If only a good man could convert, then this would 
follow, that we could be as well ſure of another mans converii- 
on, as we are of our own ; which is a thing moſt untrue. For 
if only a godly man could eꝶnvert, then if I were ſure of my 
own converſion, I were as well ſure of his converſion that 
wrought upon me alſo; which cannot be, ſo that clearly this 


þ 
ſhould lay no block in your way becauſe you diſcern the Mini- 


ſter that wrought you to be no good man, ſeeing conver- 
ſion is not tied onely to a godly Miniſter. ' 
Thirdly, a third ground from whence doubts ariſe in called 


| ones, is from ſome ſeeming defects they apprehend to be in- the 


concemitants that acompany,or in the effects thatſhould follow 
effeftual calling: and this makes them fear, that ſure they are 
not effectually called. I will name to you three or four. 
PFirſt, (ſaich a doubting Chriſtian) do hear in Scripture what 
effects will follow, and what will accompany a man effeftaally 
called, and I finde them not wrought in my ſoul. As now firſt, 
I apprehend that when a man is effectually called, he ſha! be 
inabled by God to call upon him in prayer: I finde in Scrip- 
ture, 1 Cor. 1. 2. That all tbat are called to be Saints, they ſhall 
call upon the Lord in every place; but alas, woe is me, I do not 
finde this in my ſoul. I finde I have a dull, dead, liſtleſſe, un- 


1 praying 


and became wicked and looſe. And I remember Doctor Pem- | 
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— | praying heart all the daies of my lifez and therefore I doubt 
| | whether 1 am effectually called er no. Now to this I ſhall lay 

down three things for anſwer. | | 
Firſt, peradventure yon judge that you are not enabled to 
pray, becauſe you want expreſſions in prayer, though you have 
atfeftions. Now if you judge your inability to pray, becauſe| 
you want expreſſions only, you Judge amiſſe, becauſe prayer is 
to be judged by the affections, not by the expreſſions. Expreſ- 
ſions they are but the breath of nature, a natural voluble tongue 
may tumble out expreſſions; whereas affections in prayer, they 
are the breath and fruit of the holy Spirit. Therefore do not 
judge you cannot pray, becauſe you have not ſuch fluent expreſ- 


heart, and therefore it is ſaid, when the Spirit of God teacheth 
men to pray, it teacheth them not onely in expreſſions, but with 
| ſighs and groans that cannot be nttered. Rom. 8. 26. When the 


and ſorrow out your ſupplications, you pray beſt of all. 
Secondly, you that judge your inablity to pray, and there- 
fore think you are not called, bgeauſe you cannot call upon 
God, I would ſay this unto your? That the beſt of Gods chil. 
dren have found a great difference intheir ſpirits in reference 
to paying duties; the beſt of Gods children do not alwaies 
pray alike. Sometimes the affections of godly men are as ſwift 
in prayer, as the Chariots of Aminadab; otherwhiles the 
drive as heavily as Pharaohs Chariots when the wheels were off 


hot as hre 3 . 
as ice. None of Gods people are in their carriage alwaies alike 


tions as others uſe, for the very eſſence of a prayer lies in the 


Spirit moves the heart, and makes you figh out your requeſts, / 


Sometime the people of God are burning in their affections, 
Sher whiles they are frozen in their affe&ions, cold} 


towards God in prayer. Pſal.37.4- It is the ſpeech of Aſapb, 


cannot ſpeak; The man was ſo troubled, he could not ſpeak, 
yet Aſaph ſpake theſe words with his mouth ; but the meaning 
is, though Aſaph vras a are Orr yet he was ſo overwhelmed 


on God with that inward vigor of ſpirit. Though thou may- 
eſt ſometime call upon God with affection, yet when trouble 


with trouble, he could not ſpeak to God, he could not call up- 


| refts upon thee, thy heart may be out of frame. 
} 5 2 of * Tbirdly, 


O Lord, my ſpirit is cverwhelmed within me, I am ſore noubled, I| 


, 
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men may have their firſt waies 2 ſometime in the 
nd Lore they die, they may have much failing, and deadneſs 


of ſpirit upon them. 

Fourtly, If a man doth but mourn, that he cannot call 
upon God , God looks upon that as calling upon him. If 
you can but figh out your requeſts, and mourn, that you 
cannot mourn , and pray that you might pray; the Lord 
hears your prayer. This is the moſt melodious mulick.you can 
make in the ears of God. Therefore David faith, Pſal. 6.8. 


Tease. as well as in Words. If the Lord ſee thee to o- 
| ver thine own pot and mourn-over thine — ud 
neſſe, the Lord looks upon this with a more pleafing eye, then 
if thou couldſt pour out the enlargements. of thy tongue, with 
moſt fluent and voluble expreſſions. 


SERM. 


[ 


The Lord bath beard the voice of my weeping : There is a voice in 
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Of mekingſure our effeltual Calling, ' Ser. | 


” 


Therefore the rather, Brethren, give all dil gence to make you 
Callinz end Eleclion —— | 


288 HE Doctrine I am yet upon, is this, Tbat Chri- 
| ftians ought to put forth a great deal of diligence to 
F. make this tion to their ſoules, that they are many 
2999 called by Jeſus Chriſt, In the proſecution of whi 

Thave gone over many particulars, and anſwered 
ſome doubts, in reference to godly men who are effectually cal- 
led. As firſt, in regard of ſome ſeeming defects they appre- 
hend to be in the manner of their calling. Secondly, in the 
means of their-calling. And thirdly, (which I am yet upon,) 
of ſome defects they apprehend about the concomitants that 


accompany thoſe that are effectually called, of which I have 


ſpoken onely of one in particular, to wit, that they cannot call 
upon God in prayer; I now paſſe to the ſecond. . | 

Secondly, They apprehend that thoſe that are effectually 
called, they have this to accompany their calling, that they are 
brought out of a ſtate of ignorance into a ftate of knowledge, 
out of a ſtate of darkneſſe into a ſtate of light; hence they will 
urge this againſt themſelves, -1 Pet. 2. 9. Te are to ſhew forth the 


| praiſes of him, who hath call d you out of darkn(fſe into his marvellous | 


light. And Ads 26. 18. He ſent forth his Word to call them from 
derknefi to light, and from the Power of Satan unto God. Now 


in my heart, I do not finde this marvellous _ the Scripture 
i 


here ſpeaks of, 2 Cor. 4. 6. Alas, my heart is like a dungeon of 


| | = 1 the poor ſoul, Alas, I do not finde this concomitant to be 
{ 
| 


darkneſſe, and like a houſe that hath no inlets, no windows | 


to let in the Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel upon it: and many times 
— | this 
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this 3 many a godly minde., Now to thoſe that make 

this doubt, I ſhall onely ſpeak two or three things to take it of. 
Fir. t, to you that make this complaint, I would fay this: that | 

thoſe that know maſt, they know but little in the myſteries of, 

- [Jeſus Chriſt; as you are not perfect in other graces, ſo you are | 
not here perfect in knowledge; Tea wie but in part. 1 Cor. 13 9. 
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fed z but ſome men are ſo ignorant, they are not e | 
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learning; 3 you may a$ well tcach a 9 as them. Hence it 
is che Prophet complains E. i. 4. The Oxe knows his owne, au d 
the Aſſe his Maſters Crib, bur Tſracl knows nor the Lord his God. 
: Thirdly , In caſe Jour, ignorance be not a fundamental i igs | 
norance, | mean ſuch an ignorance, as Neg know thoſe ne- 
ceſſary and fundamental point in. the! +. thay muſt be | 
knows, if eyex you be ſaved; 3 c lus. hel ang ales 
tion, and b ee his hlood, and faith in 128 a ne, &c. 
though you may arant, about circumſtanti Bars ifit 


. 
— — 


u od, an Ly ence my effectnal call; and the 
I een may — be _— Finns = tha ng d 
under the ftareofa Hilfe A2 4 


aber c faith hey L antg third cap 


nies effectnsly calling y- and tat 15; 
char ef atare e Weh — 
CONE — unh 8} In 1 5 1 7255 i 
er G tld f 1 
beyzi and; TE, TH 51 5 2 
1 5 95 ref 8 1 = ; = 
In this concomiun: like T'eanyor. WMicern 


tl bar Lama Tn ee 
ee 

dou Fit 
hel ay Ei e 


05 5 
. — 
Lo 


SO ATOM: e 


21. | 
en II tha 7 
accompany e ö e 
encę in nord it, 19 
ſpirit in;the — Many vio ch 


led, when the may 9 — 5 Ai — 1 1 8 

lenceto Ch Chriſt bur 7 8 5 effectus e An 50 

— of of heat — Sl be 175 — bions 

and reſo tions to ohe thoug: 2 

would do ; be hath Oh. 1 5 in 5 * == 
| in 


p 


LE I. cc 6 , 
WOO BE OO cu ene , ate tre een 8 — — — — — — 


—— — 


t 


28 


48 


F —. a0 ed 5; - whete there is readineſſe of mind and 


aunning about the body, that doth nie 1111 actafion difttaſt 


Ser.. of making ſure our Hava Calling, 107 


in his purpoſes and reſolutions always attending him. 
Secondly, you find in Seripture, that the ſtrongeſt and ab- 
| let Chriſtians who have done moſt for God, have ſometimes | 
been very defective in the Actings of obedience, that they 
| could not do what they would do. r God. And therfore paul 
complaines, Rom. 7. Ihe gooli thet we world do, we cannot do.Paul 
himielf that was a pillar in Gods houſe, fethe tels you, He 
could not go dut in thoſe Adingt of obedience which in his 
heart he would do; & thereforeif you would willingly do 
then yon do, God accepts of the little you do. 
"Thirdly; Though you cannot put forth many Actings of 


t heart, Gad accepts tlic pur ſes of che mind for tlie Action 
it ſelf, 2. Cor. 8. 1a Where the bis A willing mind, it is accepted of 
as if the dera were done. And thus much be ſpoken to the 


| — tafe of conſcience why then. effetaally called do ſo 
much doubt of their o. 


förtli 

bin pg their calling: ſure 3 eee — —— — 

our — of 6firs be coherfant 2 of In —— 

—* — chat we miꝑlit be ſage of a tht 

This ts a very material queſtidii; and in Fe of 
i, "hall anſwer itin theſerwo generals. 

irt, if you would gee aſſuranee of 
y5u muſt pur ae ee things" at 
binder you in makig dure bur ral ling. And 

1 4. ;Secondly v ule dilipente: tofec upOn the pre ges of dle 

duties that may further you in making this foi es that you 

are. ecdually cal ledl. 

10 F irſt/ Von muſt remove thoſs whllgzs wick de much hinder 
you frombeidgaffured, and "ch&ſe fifaderater thar' ate to he! 
rampved; ] fhallcottiprize utider fix hende; as 

Firſt. you muſt 21 diligence to remove Melancholy from 

our Theughts 3; "This is a Haturdl hinderance ofaffurance : 

Mlancholy is a temper in man — * — a black blood 


and fear in mens mindes; this ehithbe r bang in che body, 
doth * _ Nu the- LI ofthe ny Now if | 
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| Nebuchadnezzar wasina deep Melancholy, and that did ſo 

bvoſſelle him, that he could not tell whether he was a man or 

a beaſt, though ſaith. he, he did not eat graſſe, but his deep 

| —— ſeazing upon him did make him think that he w 
r 


he is a Saint; and therefore tak e heed of a Me ancholy, lum- 


into incumbrin imploy ments in the world, this is a great 
compared to thorns} Now chornes they choake the ſeed, by . 
Corn doth not grow, Where thorns ſpring. The cares of this 


| in gathering your evidences for heaven; the more ino 
: 3 che world, che leſſe dear you will be touching ane 
| evidence of y 


your temper Melancholy, and ſo diſpoſe you to diftcuft and 
fear, this will be a great ſtop. to your having of the Joyes and 
comforts of the Lord in your hearts, in aſſurance of his love. 
It is a note Perkins hath upon Nebuchadnezzar, when he ate 
graſſe like a beaſt; he writing upon that place thinks, that 


om a man turned. inzoa Beaſt. Beloved, Melancholy in a 
Chriſtian, it will make him think himſelf an H pocrite, when 
piſh and ſad temperʒ it is a very great hinderance tothis grace 

of aſſurance. This I lay down only as a Natural remedy. - 
Secondly, A mind filled with worldly cares, and running 


hindrance of affurance. The cares of this life, Mat. 13. x5. are 
drawing the juyce that is in the ſeed to themſelves, and ſo the 


life they are like thorns in this, chey are of an attractive power 
to ſuck and dra the juyce of your-ſpirits and comforts to 
| themſelves, ſo chat you cannot have the juyce of your ſpirits | 


% 


ous ęlerlaſting condition 3 The cares of this life, 


«4, 


they peirce the ſoul through with meny ſorrowes. Now when a man 


| cemper to be raiſed up in ſpiritual joy ; the more ou — 


is pierced chrough wich many ſorrows, he is in a very unſit 


ber your, ſelves in the employments of this world, the leſſe you 


| vill be in dhe comforts, of heavenc. 1 remember ie was the 


- 


' preaching Miniſter, then 1 had hopes of my ſalvation; when 
i came to be a Cardinal, I doubted of it: but when 1 came 


to be a Pope, I def aired of it; I was ſo entangled in the Af- 
fairs ol this life: ! loved, ſo I may ſay to you, When yon 
were hut ordinarie Chriſtians in the world, you were in 


a way to get aſſurance of your ſalvation, but ſince you have 
been taken up with the affairs of the world, ic doth 8 di- 
— > — — > , - 7 Vas - —-— — — 5 * rã & 
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ſtract your minde, thac yuu may de in no comp oſed temper 


to have any ſctlednefle oi heart about your everlaſting eſtate. | 


It is the oblervation of Phil oſophers, that the Sun is eclipſed 
by the interpoſition of the Moon, the Moon co ming between 
the Sun and cur ſight: Beloved, the Sun of your comforts 
comes to be eclipſed by the Moon, ( which is made an Emb- 
lem of the world, Rev, 12. 9.) Now if the Moon of the world 


darken and eclipſe your comforts to you, Nothing in the 


comes between your comforts and you, it will miſerably | 


world doth ſo much impede your comfort in affurance, as in- 
cumbring and carking cares about the things of this world. 
| Thirdly, Take heed you do not harbour the guilt of any 
* known ſin upon your conſcience. Keeping of fin upon 
the conſcience, is a great impediment to your inward com- 
| forts. You will never be aſſured while you do thus; and 
therefore if ever you would have aſſurance, remove this. It is 
an obſervation of Mr. Hilderſham upon Pſal. 51. 12, 14. 
What doth Dævid do, when he prayes for aſſurance? ſaying, 


Spirit; Reſtore my comforts, and my evidences to me. And 
what courſe doth he take? Read verſe 14. Deliver me from 
blood-guiltineſſe, O Lord; As much as if he ſhould ſay, All the 
while chat fin lay upon conſcience unrepented of, as it did 
for nine monthes together) all that while David loſt the joyes 
of the Spirit, and loſt the comforts of Heaven; And therefore 
when he comes to renew his comforts, and reſtore his aſſu- 
rance, he doth with begging of God for aſſurance, beg of God | 
alſo to deliver him from blood · guiltineſſe; as knowing, that 
if this fin ſhould be upon conſcience . unrepented of, and un- 
pardoned, he ſhould never bave the. joyes of Gods Spirit re- 
ored. Beloved, you will never have aſſurance of your effe- 
cual calling, till your conſciences are freed from having ſin | 
| upon them with approbation, It is an obſervation that Ari- 
flotle hath about earth-quakes, that they. are occafioned by 
winde got into the Caverns and hollow places of the earth; 


* 


overturꝑs houſes and mountains and all before it: Sin upon 


4 


Reftore to me the joyes of thy ſalvation, eftabliſh me with thy free 


which having no place for vent again, it makes rupturs, and | 


the conſcience unrepented of, is like winde in the earth, it will 2 
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| bred terrour and fear; and, hypocrites « 


make a heart quake there, that there ſhall not be that calmnels, 
and quictnef{c,and ſetledneſſe of minde which there would be, 
were fin away. Henee we read, Eſa. 33. 6. The ſinners in Sion 
are afraid, and fearfullneſi hatb ſurpriſed the Hypoerite. The lin- 
ners are afraid; thoſe who had guilt _ them, their firs 

at are conſcious to 
themſclves of their own guilt , fearfulneſſe ſurprizeth them, 


but the upright and ſincere in heart were not ſoz To note that 
this is a great enemy to inward peace, and to aſſurance about 
ycur everlaſting eſtate, if ſo be you harbour ſin * the con- 
{cienceunrepented of. And it is juſt with God it ſhould be [oz 


h - » 
E » 


* becauſe if you keep {in in your hearts, that will he ever jarring 


wich Heaven, it is Juſt with God to be at oddes with you. 
Fourthly, Avoid the eaſting of your eye, in a way of de- 
jection, upon others, who are more eminent in grace then you, 
and have got a precedency of you in the way es of godlineſſe. 
Tis true indeed, a man that is given to ſpiritual pride, and 
 ſel-conceitedneffe touching his own goodneſſe, it is fit that he 
could look upon thoſe that hiave a precedency before him in 
grace, the more to humble him: But for a man that lies 
under trouble of minde, and doubtings touching his everla- 
Ring eftate, that man ſhould not look upon others more emi- 


nent then he in grace, becauſe it wil} rather increaſe diſcom- 


forts, then any way work affurance' in you. If fou look up 
che glittering beames of the Sun fhinning in its full ſtrength, 
the more you look upon that orient and reſplendent body, the 
more it will dazle your eyes, that you can behold but dimly 
things upon the earth : It is ſo with Chriſtians ; ſeme Cu ĩſii- 
them, they w 


% * 


do ſo ſhine and ſparkle, that if you look * 


even dazle your eyes, and make you blind: 5 
ſe: thoſe ſmall ſcantlings and ſparks of grace that are in your 


own hearts, In caſe therefore you would get aſſurance, a- 
void the cafting of your eye too much upon t ole that haye a 


precedency in grace before you. F 
ifthly, Take heed you make not ſenſe and feeling the 


Touchſtone to try your effectual calling by; ſenſe and i 
e 
to 


will deceive you in the matters of your calling. I may allu 


„ tt. et 


„that you cannot 
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0 TIP 4 PF g in che bK ot Ge fit: yon know old Iſaac was 
mm: lig ved, and by rraſon of his old age, he ran into a 
miitahe by t: cling 3 H- had c by the hand, and by feeling 
chought it nad been Eu. Beloved, many of us are dimme- 
fghted in our comforts, and in our graces, and.if we truſt to 
feeling, we.may. he deceived as Iſaac was, You may think 


hari is but an. Eſau, it is but a. reprobate. Therefore tate 
ed of mak ing . and feeling the Touchſtone to try your 
alling by, - A. childe is born, yet knows not that it is born; 
ines yet knowes not that ic lives z but thoſe, abont it do: ſo 
Chriftian MAY, be born again, liye the-life of grace, and yet 
ot be ſenſible of it. 

| $ixtly, .C Gi red igenge to remove this hinderance, to wit, 
5 5 5 in your guifts, and dependance upon you graces. Pride 


nd dependance, they are nqt onely murderers of comforts, 
ut t O es PLA alſo.; 3 and. it God ſees F790, ſwell 


1 Tr. It ts, 


pf your fi nt pag 75 enemy tg. pi ering 
5 83 8 ly 17 em 90 f fac 57 075 
(x. ihe very having of grace, 

ert 172 „ big Yo ie uproght ar 25 an 12 & 45 


ride ie not pnely 391 
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you h 19 8 fort of hg 2 
would; Qrance, You, muſt, ule Meeder to, avpid Cloſe. 
r = — dance to you? in Betting allhrance of, 


ET 0 enge, in 5 05 00 ngs that 


[ 


hen) ou have acob by the hand, I mean grace in the hea: TA 


e, becauſe you abound. in graces, ke will cick | 
a 1 8 © IK 0 


elifts the praud, and, gives grace to bumble. So chat 
35My.£9. Your. cg Mer, bay but 11 the ever | 
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Firſt Exalc arguments of faith againſt preien. feelings „it ſo Fr 


be that you will once enter the liſts to diſpute with the devil, 


he will out · cavill you, and Non- plus you. The devil is a cun-f 
ning Logician, and it is not ſafe, ſaitn Dr. Preſton, to argue 


with the devil; the devil will out- diſpute, and out · argue you. 
Ic is a Chriſtians work to exalt arguments of Faith againſt pre- 


as Abraham the father of the faithful did, when he was to be- 
lieve a thing that ſenſe and reaſon would tell him ſhould ne- 
ver come to paſſe; It is ſaid of Abraham, Rom. 4. 18, 19. That 
in hope be believed againſt bope. He would exalt faith againſt 


barren, and it is not likely you ſhould have children; but 
Abrabam would not argue thus, but would exalt arguments 
of faith, and apply Gods Promiſes, and Gods Word, exalting 
theſe z Abraham did believe in hope againſt hope. Beloved, 


is not likely to grow in you, and though you are old, an 


from Gods love, and from Gods 3 and from Godi Pro- 
vidence, and Gods Promiſes, and that's the way to get your 
comforts clear and tull. I may apply what Fox in his Acts and 
Monuments reports of a good woman, that was called before 
Bonner, and the reſt in Qyeen Maries Reign that ſate in judge - 
ment about her Religion; they ſee her, though a poor and 
filly woman, yet keep firm to her principles, and would not 
deny her Religion. At length Benner ſent ſome learned Do- 
&ors to diſpute wich her, an argue the caſe about ſome points 
ſhc held; they coming to ſee her ſhe puts them off with this 
|faying, Well, you are Scholars, and you come todifpute 

I muft needs tell you, I cannot diſpute, but I can burn for my 
Religion. Beloved Iwould have you anſwer the devil thus. 
If he comes to outwit and cavill with you about your com- 
forts, fy you cannot diſpute, but you can believe 3 you'can 


alt arguments of faich, and'chis will much ſirengthen your 
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ſenſe; And how was it? God promiſed Abrabam a childe; | 
ceaſon and ſenſe would have told Abrabam, Abrabam, thou | 
art a hundred years old, thy wife ninety nine, her womb is | 


—— 
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| ſo muſt you: though you ſay you have barren womb, Grace| 
d 


decrepit, and feeble Chriſtians, yet advance arguments of faich |. 


ſent feelings. In caſe you would get aſſurance, you are to do 


| 
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lay your help on Jas Chriſt, «por one that is mighty, arill ex- 2 
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Ser. 8. 


Ineedleſſe thing to beg of Chriſt for his daughter when (hz was 


| hy conſcience tell thee thou art a Whoremaſter, and thou art 
a 


yet if you return to fin, God can tell how to break your peace, 
and turn his ſmiles into frowas and angry looks. Take heed 


e 
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comforts, Luke 8. 42. There came a d uler to feſis Chriſt, and 
beſought bim for bis daughter that lay a dying: And while he 
was telling Chriſt this, there came another meſſenger after, 
him, Thy dawghter is dead, trouble the man no farther ; What 
ſaich Chriſt, hearing this ? Fear noi, onely b.lieve, As if he 
ſhould ſay, ſenfe and reaſon would have told him it were a 


dead; but ſaich Chrift, Doe not ſtoop to ſenſe and reaſon, 
Fear not, onely beleeve, and the work ſhall be done: So I ſay 
to 2 Conſult not with fleſn and blood, but exalt arguments 
of faith agairift preſent feelings; and this is the way to get aſ- 
ſurance of your comforts. ö | 

| Secondly, Keep conſcience clear, that no ſin be. harboured 
there, and you are in the way to get your comforts full. God, 
faith David, will ſpeak peace to his people, but they muſt not re- 
turne unto folly. As it he ſhould ſay , though God doth 
ſpeak peace, and aſſure you of your pardon and ſalvation z 


of ſin, and keep your conſcience clear, and thats the way to 
have peace ſetled in thine heart. Job 11. 14, 15. I iniquity. be 
in thy band, put it far away, and let not wickedneſſe dwell in thy 
Tabernacle. What follows. ? and then ſhalt thou lift up thy face 
before God without ſpot, thou ſhalt be fled ff and ſhalt not fear. A | 
—_ 45 That if you will keep fin far away, then 
you ſhall be ſtedfaſt before God, and not fear; that is, you 
hall not be expoſed to thoſe fears aud doubts and anxieties 
which other men are expoſed to. Heb. 10.22. Les as draw neer 
to God with an upright heart, in full aflurance of faith. — 
what ſhall a man · doe to come to God in full aſſurance ? Mark 
the next words, Drew nigh to God in full aflurence of faith, ba- 
ving your bearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience. Here is the 
way, if youare ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, you may 
be bold to come to God in full aſſurance. Whereas, alas, if 


eceiver, and a liar, and looſe liver, thou canſt not come 


with full aſſurance; thou mayeſt come in preſumption in- 


deed, but not with the aſſurance of faith: and therfore keep a | 
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| conſcience clear from harbouring guilt upon it, and that's the 
way to have the heart full of joy. 

Thirdly, Be diligenc in keeping company with the moſt 
godly experienced Chriftians where ycu live, this is a very 
ſpecial way to encreaſe your comforts. Ve read an excellent 
paſſage, 2 Cor. 1. 4. We arecemforted of God, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
that we might comfort others with the comfort wherewith we ave 
| comforted ef God. Godly Chriſtians they will comfort you 

with the ſame comforts wherewith they themſelves are com- 
forted. If we are comforted, it is for your conſolation, God 
men, if they have any inward comfort from God, they will 
impart their experiences to you, and tell you as David did, 
Pſal. 66.16. What God hath done for their ſoul, There ts no way 
| | better then this, to keep in communion with godly and know- 
ing ChrMfitans. Mr. Bradford that famous Martyr, who was 
| in prifon about hs profeſſion of Ghrift, the fiory ſaith;tre lay 
| 


—— f — 


| a long time under trouble of minde, and horrour of conſcĩi- 
| ence, that he could not finde a real and clear evidence of his 
effettual calling: there came many men to Hm, and could 
not ſettle him. Let a poor Weaver, an ancient and experienced 
| Chrictian, chat did uſaally accompany Mr. Bradford in pri- 
ſon, by his frequent conmunton with this poor man, le got 
| B more inward comfort then ever he got all his life before. Be- 
_ . loved, this I-fpeak to you to mixe you the mori to ſtudy the 
_ the worth of godly fekery, atid the thbrÞ yoo Ute ed e 

i. with Chriftians that tive in the'eJoymient of the light of God 
| wg wy —— — a all che day 
1 lon more you arc in the ready way to encreaſe your | 
g | 1 pron. 2 and aſſurance. . ; 4 
„ | 


Fourthly, Submit thy feſfe to the of others, | 
on ter. When 
thou art aſleep or in a ſwoun, then thou canſt not tell thy ſelf 


what thou dof, but others mut tell thee; So it may fall out 
with the godly; they may be in ſuch a ſpiritual ſwoun i chat 
they are not fit judges of their own condition; in this caſe 
ſubmivto — — others, they may fex grace in tlie, 
8 when'thouthy felf can not fer it 3 fo Mr. Thropmorras was | 
| cofttforted by theteſtimony-of a company of godly Minifters, 
3 3 | Sona : 7, 
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| | and bewilling rohuve het paſſe a ver 
| 
| 


—ũ— 20 


Ser. 9. Of making ſire our effectuall Calling. 115 


Fifthly, live in the dayly improvement of grace, and chat: 
the way to get aſſurance. And this meanes the Holy Ghoſt 
layes down in the — out of which my Text is taken, 
Adde grace to grace. And I remember that Beze upon this 
Fext oth — — in . _ e words 
are put in, Give ailigence by good works to make your calling ſure | 
— it be ſo or 3 afficm, but this I am — of, 
and the context will clearly prove it, that the way to make 
your calling ſure, is to adde grace to grace. Far after the | 
Apoſtle had ſpoken of adding grace tp grace, he comes in 
with this, Give nister to _ your calling ſure : Implying, 
that the more you live in the actings of grace, the more you 
(hall live in the enjoyment of comforts. I/. 32. 17. The 
works of righteogſyeſs ſhall be peace, Not the habit, but the 
work; if you a hteouſneſſe, and live in the workings and 
]chrivings in grace, this ſhall be peace, and the effect of it qui» 
tneſſe and aſſurance for ever. So Fobn 16. 24. The, more you 
17 0 more you encreaſe your joy. So that the more you live 
in the improvement of grace, the more likely way youare in 
to ger affurance, | ö 
ixthly, If you would get aſſurance, ſpend more time in 

Se f your evidences for heaven, then in ing 
| of tþ . tis the great fault of many Chriſtians , they wil 
pend much time in eh and not in ſtrengthening their 
comforts, They will reaſon elves into unbeliefe, and 
cu, Lord, why ſhould1 bejeeye? why ſpould I take hold of a 
| promife thaz am ſo unholy and fo unmortiſied a creature? 
And ip by thig.chey reaſon chemſelves to ſuch a paſſe, that 
they dare not lay hold upon Chriſt; whereas ict ſhould be your 
work to reaſon your ſelves into Chriſt as much as you can. 
— to ſtrengthen your comforts, and reaſon thus, Why) 

ld I not beleęve in Chriſt? Thus David did, Pſal. 42. Why 
| art-thoy troubled O my ſoule , and why art thou caſt down within 
me Is not the mercy of God more then ſin in the creature ? 
Is not there free grace where there is guilt ? Are not there par- 
2 mercies, where condemnation is deſerved ? you 
ſhould reaſon, up your comforts, rather then reaſon them 
down, and ſpend more time in ſtrengthening, then * que- 

| toning ___ 
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ſtiening of them. You would count him a very unwiſe man, 
that hath a Leaſe of much land, and he himſelfe ſhall create 


tle good: And truly many Chriſtians are as unwiſe for hea- 


ven; they have, as I may ſay, good bond and ſeal that God 


will bring them to heaven, and yet they will queſſion, and 
cavil themſelves into unbeliefe. Beloved, this ſhould not be, 


ſtion them. ; 

Seventhly , Be diligent in the earneſt ſtudy of the Cove» 
nant of grace: Beloved, all a Chriſtians doubts-arife from 
ignorance of the Covenant of grace. And here that I may 

peak a little to it, I beſeech you follow me, ſtudy the Cove» 


to ſtrengthen you in a way of aſſurance touching your effectu- 
all call. | | 

Firſt, the Covenant of works it commands perfect obedi- 
ence upon pain of damnation; but the Covenant of grace doth 
command and accept of imperfe& obedience, if it be ſincere : 


there's your firſt prop. 


good deſires, unlefle there be good works; the Covenant of 
grace Accepts the good will * good defires ; when the deed 
is wanting, and is content with the will for the deed. 


ſhould obey the will of God perfectly in your own perſony the 
Covenant of grace requires onely that you obey in the perſon 


Fourthly, the Covenant of works requires you to obey "A 
whole will of God by your own ſtrength; the Covenant of 


22 ts of it, though not our own ſtrength, but the 


ength of Chriſt be put forth in doing any ſpiritual action. 
Fifthly, the Covenant of works requires the performance 


| of the condition, before it gives the Promiſe z As, Do this aud 
live; you cannot live, ſaith the covenant of works, wi 
you doe this: but the covenant of grace, it.firft. tendefs th 
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Promiſe, 


ſcruples and doubts, and ſhall uſe no mcanes to make his Ti- 


but you ought rather to ſtrengthen your comforts, then que- 


Thirdly, che Covenant of. works doth require that you. 


nant of grace; which if you do, you ſhall diſcern five particu- 
lar props in it. to bear up your hearts againſt diſcomforte, and 


— — 


Secondly , the Covenant of works is not contented with | 


of Chrift ; ſo Chriſt obeys for you, it is accepted, though you 
donot. : | 


— — 
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Promiſe, and then requires the condition: Bids you firſt take 
Chriſt, and firſt believe, and then ſhew forth the effects of faith. 
Firſt, lay hold upon the promiſe, and then hold forth and 
practice the condition of that Promĩſe. Firſt believe, and 
then take Chriſt, though thou art unworthy, and a wretched 
creature, if after taking of him thou wilt be conſciencious to 
practice thoſe obligations that lies upon thee, and T will ac- 
cept thee. Now would you lay theſe to your heart, to ſtudy 
that vaſt difference between the Covenant of works, and the 
Covenant of eee theſe would be great props for 


your inward comforts. 1758 = | 
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2. Pet. 1. 10. 
Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence to make your | © 
Calling and Election ſure. | WE 


Se E point of Dodtrine I am yet upon in the ro- 
ſecution of theſe words, is this: That Chriſtians | 


92 25 ongbt to put forth 4 great deal of diligence to make 


this ſure 10 their ſoules, that they are Sedlualhy cal- 
led by Feſus Cbriſt. In the handling of which 1 
i and reſolved ſeveral caſes 
and then 


have gone over many 
of conſcience. I have yet two cafes more to reſolve, 


ſhall winde up all in a general uſe. Therefore 
Fourthly, When, or at what time doth God fill the ſouls of 


his people moſt with the aſſurance of their effectual calling? 
1 r 


| Fifthly, Wherein lies the difference between that aſſu- 
rance a godly man hath of his effeftual calling, and 


thoſe preſumptuous perſwaſions that wicked men ** , 
that 
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vation to him. You have a 1 Pſal. 34. 18. The Lord is 


that thq; are called effectually, when they are not. 

Firſt, when, or 4: at what time doth God give to his people 
moſt and ftrongeſt a range of their effectuall calling? And 
here in anſwer to this, I ſhall comprize all I have to ſay under 
four heads + 1 4 in four ſes or times God doth uſually give 
to bis props firong 8. 


his Prople apfbroſen wage he uſualy gre 
nme lg and of eis 
— 9 . condition. ue & P. 


When you can ſay as the Pſalmift doth Pſal. 51; 
bones which * beſt broken 12055 Then bs the He br for God 
to make you break forth with joy, when he hath broken your 
hearts with ſorrow. God had broken — — under the 
ſenſe of that uncleanneſſe he had committed: O ſaith David, 


and God gavehim comfort, and did reftore the joy of his fal- 


nigh to them that are of a broken heart, to ſave them that are o be 
contrite ſpirit. The Lord! isnigh to them. Nigh, what to do⸗ 
not onely to give them deliverance from outward troy le; but 


| comforts, that the bones mbicb be hath broken re 
The ord is i to them that are of Fa broke pk Jes ea Week 


Lord mas upon Chriſt, what to do? It Was to þ 

4 and to coſe Tae moury. 0 E 8 * by 1 Fa. 
thoſe that x urns be ſho tʒ and bi rap the brokeye, 
— 5 Whi hen the Lo its hh 


God will e ad OW 50 rest joy. Mat. wa, owe 
unto me all yo 5 are weary, and heavy laden, and 1 "will 9 
you reſt Ref here hath not a reference to our ref 

ven, tha ebe, reſt there rom lip 0, me reſt 7% ere from ſ a 
row, an Gel there from temptation, give yon vc 

it hath reference alſo to a promiſe in this l. le that if you 0 
* laden, that you count your — a burden too hea- 


ter 355 Lord h DA humbled the hearts of 


of making ſure our al Calling, Ser.. | 


en "oy can ſay ag David| 
aid Pſal. 38. 3, There is no reſt in my bones, by reaſonof pe wa | 
t the | 


Thou haſt broken my heart, now let my broken ſpiric rejoyee; | 


from inward ſorrows z to give them inward joy, and nward | 


hem comfort. Luke 4. 18; Tor fad theretha x Oh Go « - | 


bled you under the fig lp pl 10 r evils, een de time Bur | 


. 
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vy for you to bear, Chriſt hath promiſed you peace, inward 
peace in your own conſciences, in the aſſurance of your ever- 
lafting eſtate, in affurance that you are called to a 
Rate of grace, and ſhall come to a ſtate of glory. You know 
when the ground is plowed, the clods are broken, and the 


ſo when yeplow up, in the Prophets language, Fer. 4. the fallow 
ground of your hearts; when you break the clods of your hearts 
by humiliacions, this makes way for the corn and grain, that 
precious grain of aſſurance to ſpring and grow up to a fuller 
meaſure; ſo that you are out of Gods way then to have 
tcong aſſurance, that never have been humbled in the fight of 
| fin. I ſay it's Gods 2 way. I doe not deny but God 
may bring you to heaven, tho! 
ings and horrors upon you; yet God will never give you ſuch 
ſtrong affurance,and ſuch raviſhing comforts, as he gives chem 
that are moſt broken in * Look through the whole verge 
of Scripture, and you ſhall Mode that thoſe that were moſt 
broken in dee were molt ffrong in comfort. That houſe 


that hath the deepeſt foundation, is like to be'the moſt beau- 
| ciful Fabrick and Building; whereas your tents and leſſer cot- 
tages, a little rooting in the earth will ſerve their turn: It is 
likely God may make thee as a licete cottages though not 
de: Fd 7 rooted 5 but thou wilt never be reared Up beautifull 
dalla gzto become an amiable Chriſtian in point of comfort 
and aſſurance, if God have noi bottomed thee low in humili- 
| 20m JKv4 we rule Bi Sts. Thi 306 ee ep 
jep. The deeper you are in forrow, the higher you ſtall be 
li ted up in joy. ien | 2 WO: is tio 
|. Secondly after the apts of God haycbeeitoffed and cum- 
bled,and turmoiled with the 2 i Ah temptations 
of the devil, then is Gods * of filling his people with grea- 
reft joy and moſt comfort. You know at the Mill t the 
Fiche the ſtream, goes firongeſt, then the Mill goes faſteſt, 
{ Beloved,God lets the ftream of temptation grow fironp againit 


— — 


breaking of the clods mak es way for the deeper rooting of the 
corn, and that it may ſpring up with greater increaſe. It is 


ough you have no legal work- 


,At the Floods |. 


to powder, arid to make thee grinds nies as corne 


chee, but to make thy Mill to go, to makop * — y kuſts 


* 


under 
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Of making ſure our effectual Calling. Ser. 9. 


under the Milſtone. God doth but make che flood to be ſtrong 
at the gate, to make thy comforts tobe more ſtrong, and thy 4 
graces to be more firm. When God lets in a flood of temp- 2 
tation, and toſſeth thee upon thoſe waves and billows, then is | 
the time for God to give thee in ſtrongeſt comforts. Eſa. 54. 
10, 11, 12, 13, 4. 0 thou affliied, toſſed with Tempeſt, and not 
comſerted. Mark their eſtate. Now what will God do with a 
ſon] thus toſſed with a Temptation? Read the verſe before, 
My Covenant of peace ſhall not depart from thie, O thou affliied. 
God doth here ſpeak moſt peace, and tenders moſt freely his 
Covenant in this condition, when they were moſt cofſed and 
tumbled. And verſe 13. Thy children ſhall be all taught of God, 
and great ſhall be their peace. And verſe 14. In righteouſneſs 
thou ſhalt be eſtabliſhed, and thou ſhalt net fear. Here you ſee 
how God as it were boulſters and bears up a dejected heart; 
O thou toſſed with a Tempeſt, Behold, 1 have made a Covenant of 
'eace with thee, and Bebold, thou ſhalt not ſear. See how God 
Ln upthe hearts of his people in this condition; when you 
are moſt toſſed and tumbled with the tempeſt of temptation, 
then doth God ordinarily ſpeak to you moſt inward peace 
and ſtrongeſt aſſurance. As you know it is with an Oake 
the more they are ſhaken by tempeſtuous windes, the firmer 
and faſter are they rooted in the bowels of the earth: It is ſo 
with Chriſlians; they are compared in Scripture to an Oak, 
whoſe fruit and ſap is in them: Now a Chriftian, the more 
he is haken by a tempeſtubus temptation, the Lord makes him 
by that to be the more firm, and to be the more faſtened and 
ſerled in ſtrong comforts and aſſurance. 5; 
Thirdly, when God hath any extraordinary work for his 
people, either to do or ſaffer, this is a time when he fills his 
people with moſt affurance.. Should God put his people up- 
on outward ſufferings, and give them inward fears, they were 
not in a capacity to undergoe the condition with joy or pa- 
— and therefore when he calls his people to ſome extra. 
ordinary meaſure of ſuffering, this is che time when God will 
fill them with more then ordinary comforts." Ihave read in 
the book of Martyrs of Mr. Robert Glover, a famous man in his 
| generation, whoduring the time of his impriſonment, was 
EN. much 
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of making ſure our effedtual Calling, 


fSer - 9. 
% much troubled in minde for want of his aſſurance, yet the o- 
: ry tells us, when he was brought to the flaketo-be-burne, af- | | 
ſoon as ever he ſaw the fire, he broke out in the hearing of che 
people and ſaid, He is come, he is come; Iam now as full of 
| joy as my heart can hold. All the while he was in priſon, he 
was blubbring and much troubled, till God brought him to 
an eminent ſuffering, to ſuſſer death for him, and then he was 
full of comfort. I have read alſo of one Adolphus Clarebac bius, 
who was a man ſabjea to Melancholy, and lay under many 
doubts and fears, yet aſſoon as ever he was brought to the ſtake 
he ly declared to the people, I have been naturally of a 
fad Temper, but now I profeſſe before you all, I think there 
is not a merrier heart in all the World then mine i. Thus 
they being to goe through extraordinary ſufferings, God gave 
them extraordinary aſsurance. Beloved, this is Gods time, 
when he will give you moſt aſſurance, when he calls you to 
moſt ſufferings. When you are to goe through an Ocean of 
ſufferings and afflictions, the Lord: will make you ſwim in a 


, Fourthly, God gives hls people moſt ſtrong afſarance,when: 
they walk moſt cloſely in communion with their God. Great 
peace ſhall they bæve, ſaith David, that love thy Law; they ſhall: 
ve peace, and great peace, while they walk in love to God 
and his wayes. Keep in communion with your God, and 
that's the time for God to give you greateſt comforts I ye 
laſh out from God and break his Law, he will break your 
hearts. When the ſhephierd huch a Lamb, or a Sheep, that 
E les from che fold, it ſhall meet with a Crook, happl 
with the bite of a dog. It may be God may catch you wi 
his hock, pfly you ſhall be bitten with a Temptation, and 
bitten with deſertion, if you ſtraggle from his fold; bur the 
more you keep in communion with God, the more likely you 
are to keep in your comforts ; walking with God is the v 
fewel that kindles the fire of comfort in a - Chriftians b 


— 


that keeps comfort aliue. The more you flag in your com- 
| munions the more ſhall / you flag in: your aſſurance, and the 
more ſhall your comforts die. | Communion with your God,, 

it hath two particulars in it. Fil, in keeping you free from | 
- hs in, 
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752 Of makingſure our offelinal Calling, Ser. 9. 


ſin, Joh. 21. 14, 35. Secondly, in keeping in the exerciſe of 
grace, Eſa. 32. 7. Now, the more you keep out ſin, the more 
you keep in-comforisz the more you increaſe in grace, the 
more you increafe in comforts. Grace and comfort, the one 
promotes the other; Grace promotes comfort, and comfort 
heightens you in tho increafe of grace: Therefore aul in his 
ſalutations puts them both rogethar, 1 Cor. 1. 3. And thus 
having ed this Query, there is onely one more, which 
 ( God willing) hall diſpatch at this time; And that is 
Fiftly, VVherein appears the difference between that man 
that hath aſſurance of his effectual calling upon good ground, 
and between thoſe: men that analy! have preſu — 
Below 


fwafions oftheir eſſectual calling, chen they are i 
this ion ia warthy- the -difeufion;. and to. refolve it, 1 
' hall lay down nine or ten differences; As | 35 
| Firſt, That man that hath ſoundaud true aſſurance ofthis 
eſſedtual calling, be ĩs very carefultorake heed of n, thas ſo 
he migbt not eclipſe his comſorts, or lobe his aflurance;. Hp | 
is careful (1 ſay ) to freehigheartifequi fin as much as may be, |: 
| ag conſidering». that. though heeannor fin away his ſoul, he | 


may ſin away hie.comons;. though he cannot fan away bis 
ſalvation, be may finaway his.conſulation, A man thachads | 
thisallu by D the. worth ab afflicance, and he | 
knoweg h oon in ie loſt, and how hardly it is gained; and 
that wakes. him very tender of ſin, C. 7: 1. Having: theſe 
Pramiſeis, lu ale cu ſelves. > godly man knowes - 
| that Goc is his Gods (For that's the Promiſe ſpokem of in the 
= | verſe before) knowing: that he balongs to God anch the Pro» 
miſes beloug to him; he O ing this, it makes him cleanſe 
ä him lie ſhom all ſlehineiſe, both of fleſn and ſpitit ; that he 
F 4 keep no ſin in tbeſpirit non no.finin th „ A manthat | 
| hath affurance, it: makes him very: tender of every in: But 
| now, a man that hach preſumptuous perſwations of his own. |- 
| I good nefſeg his perfwaſigns will make him more bold; and 
wa | more venturous ta run into ſin, he will make no bones of fin, It 
_- 11) 1 apch" cares non ſor falling into.one fin cola, anch another 
i | lin to marrow, and eommis wiekednefſe: day after day ji he is 
bold and venturoua upon every fin. Fer. 3. 4, 5. Thou haft rried 
f to 
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thon re{erve anger for ever, and ſhall there be uo end of thy indig- 
nation ? Yet what ſaith God 7 Ter thou didft evil as much as 
Jthou conldft; As if he ſhould ſay, You cry, Y Father; you 
perſrrade your ſelves God Ils your Father, 'and yer you will 
{ſpeak and do evil as much as you can: Here God brands them 
for a preſumptnous people. To perſwade your felves that 
God is your Father, and yet to do wickedneſſe as much as you 


can, and to be drunk as often as you can, and ſwear as often 


1s v0 can; alas, you deceive your own hearts in this: for 
God cannot be your Father in this ſenſe. And Beloved, I be- 


to mey My Father, my Father: thou ert the guid of my roath 3 wilt, 


ſſeech you in my going over theſe hrads, that you would lay 
em to your own hearts, and ſee if you my be diftinguiſhed 
| _ preſumptuous perſwafions , that goe over che 
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| richly laden, They are ini r to 
Sea, when your ſmaller barks laden with goods of leſſer value | 


| are moſt richly laden with the Treaftre of aſſurance, that have 
in their hearts this precious Jewel, they are in moſt danger of 
| the devils remptactotis;ro be as a Pirat or Robber by force to ſet 
ſupon them, to annoy them. It is thoſe tflat have moſt aſſu- 


will not medd le wich a pre 1. Thoſe ſhips chat are moſt | 


france; that the devil doth envy moſt, that he will never let 
them alone, duchunts them as a Partridge over the Moun- 
ſraimes by dejections, and by ſuggeſtions, and by variety of 
Temptations. Satans fierieft darts ; and by diſtruſt, and by 
|[injetedfcruplee, and by cavilsof carnal reaſonings, and by 
confalding with Reh and blood, and for want of Sagen 
frelihÞs; the devil will be ſtil putting them on, to ſee if he can 
damp cher comforts, and make them caſt away their confidence, 
which bath an great recompence of reward. Hence it is the Apoſtl: 
| R 2 |< 
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Of making ſureour effe@ual calling. Ser. 9. | . 


| aſſaulted ; that thoug 


| 1: you ſhould by ſhaking be awakened to look af tt 
| and more induring ſubſtance. VVhen the devil ſees you luPd 


preſſeth that Chriſtians hould not caſt away their confidence, 
(a Metaphor ſome think drawn from a Ship at SeazMerchants,' 
v hen they are atSea, when their ſhip by a ſtorm and ag ws] 
is toſſed u ni billows, and likely to ſuffer ſhipwrack, be- 
ing beavy lade they will caft away their wares, co ſave their 
lives. No w ſome in alluſion to this, think chat the devil ſo 
toſſeth a poor ſoul in point of comfort, as a {hip. is toſſed upon 
the Sea by the winde. Now if you are toſſed upon the Sea of 
Temptation, and upon the waves of. Trouble and Aſſaults, do 
not caſt away your wares, do not throw away your co oxts) 
which implies, that godly men are often ſes upon, and often 
3 the devil cannot bring, ou; to hell he | 

would fain have you to have a hell in your conſciences while 
you live; he doth not onely envy your happineſſe, but com- 
forts alſo; Whereas on the contrary, men that harbour per- 
ſwaſions they are called, when they are not; chedeviltulls| 
them aſleep, he lets them alone, and never troubles them. Lulę 
11. 21. When the ſtrang men poſſelſeib the houſe, the goods are at 
peace: That is, hes the devil of bell hath whole poſſeſſion of 
the ſoul of a man, he is no whit temꝑted, his thoughts are at 
quiet. When the devil ſees a man build upon a ſandy and 
| corrupt foundation, he will never ſhake that by a Temptation 
after 4 better 


— 


" - 


aſlẽep in a golden dream of 2 he will never awa- 
ken you by temptation, but lets you ſleep on, becauſe he knows 
that ſleep will be a ſleep to death. As a man lying aſleep on | 
a ſteep rock, dreams merrily of Crowns and Kingdomes, but 
ſuddenly ſtarting in joy, breaks his neck, and tumbles into the | 
bottom of the Sea; ſo is it with a man. that harbours un- 
grounded perſwafions of his good eſtate. That which a car- 
nal man makes his evidence, that he is in a good condition, | 
is an undoubted demonſtration he is in a bad. You ſhall have 
a wicked man, when he hears a godly man to be troubled in 
minde and wounded in ſpirit, he will tell you, he thanks God 
| he was never troubled fince he was born, the devil never di- 
ſturbed him, and he hath had a ſtrong faith ever ſince he can 
remember. Alas, Beloved, this is a ſad figne ; thou make 
| this 
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Serig. Of waking fare ou? effettual Calling 


| this a ſign of thy comfort, Whereas indeed it is a demonſtra- 
tion of Sy ret a ſound aſſurance; for were thy aſſu- 
france good, the Hevil would never let thee alone, but would 
| fill be labouring to make thee caft au ay thy. confidence 3 but 
Suri 
th 
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being bad;he would have thee n J. We . 
| thatarefed in grecneſt paſtures, they. are neereſt the flaughter ; 
| wheri the poor can Oxethat hath the yoke & whip every day, 
| and is at daily labour, is long-liv'd,and In a better condition. 
— wo On the Devil lets along, and ' never L _ 
ſare as fatce en, never come under. the whip and yoke, and 
| _ are trdubledz it b ad che l e neer tha flaugh- 
ter, arid under ⁊ great deal of danger df their ſouls: but thofe 
that are under the yoke, that are often tempted, and the pricks 
of Satan lie upon eas Hite is an argument their comforts are 
right, —— their evidence good, becauſe ſo aſſaulted and vppo- 
7 ER As Fi 6,035 F243 4+ 1 


e Detil. | 
Thirdly, true affarance is mote or Jeffein a mans ſpiritby 
kom much more or leſſe that man keeps in communion with 
God. If a man doth remic in his converſe with God, and 
grow careleſſe and formal, and a ſtranger to God, he ſhall|- 
grow a ſtranger to himfelfe in the end, and to his comforts 
alſo: but if a man keep cloſe to God, and keep cloſe to du - 
ties, can rettre and*recolle& himiſelfe to converſe with God 
in a more ſolemn and ſerious manner, is preparedly and fruit- 
fully exerciſed in Ordinances, can poure out his ſoule into 
Gods boſome; that man is in the way to have his comforts 
raiſed up! dee for men that have falſe comfort and 


perſwationss whether they are much or little with God, all 
is one to them their comforts art at the ſame ſtand ſtill. Come 
to a mau that hath falſe comforts, and at all times he is alike 
peremptory, he is im the ſame perlwafion he was 3.4.7. years 
| ago. Ask him any week, in the year, any day in the week, 
 any-hour in the day, and he will tell you he hath the ſame 
comforts, and the ſame evidences ſtill:? he had a ſtrong faith 
in God, and he hath it fil; he had ſtrong kopes to be ſaved, 
and ſo he hath fill; he is ſtill peremptory in his comforts, 
| though he never fo much alter in communion with his God: 
this is an argument thy perſwaſions are falſe, becauſe _ i- 
THT | E ſtians 
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Of araking ſure our effectuall celling· Ser. 


ſtians communion and converſe with Sed doch feed his co m- 
forts. Now as the body, by how much the. more or lefle it 
is fed, by ſo much the more it is weakened or ſtrengthe - 

ned : fo it is with your comforts ; ſo much ag they ara che- 
ciſhed by your walking with God, ſo much they grow weak 


or ftrong. Now let a witked man grow never ſo vile, and ne- 
ver ſo ſinfull, it interru lag is peace he hach hopes: and 
aſſurance ſtill, and he will cruſt in God till, 

ever 5 aa is er comforts. 155 88 Lon 
have a lively picture of this, Mic, 3.11. Tbe heads of the geaple 
jadge for — Prigſts teach 7 55 and the Prophets Aan 


them, and did walk thus and thus, yet they would hope in G 
God to be ſaved for all this. Why, Beloved, thou wilt @nde 
God to fail theezthough he never faild an affured Chriſſian, yet 


to him. When thou doft intermit walking with God and 
lanch forth into a gulph and ſea of lufts, and yet canſt till ſay 
thou art the ſame in thy comforts, and the ſame in thy perſwa- 
ſionsʒ itis an argument all thy comforts are but falſe, and thy 
e Sort nom s 55:0 
Fourthly, Reall affuras « of your ſtate, it doch bear up 
the ſoule under the greateſt, outward ſorrow and fufferipgs 
that it can meet with in this world, Heb, 0:34. They ſuffered 
| joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods, knowing in themſelves that they 
bad iu beaver a better aud mere enduring ſubſtance. What made 
them ſo to rejoyce to ſee A e plundered beforethem, 
their eftaces taken frem them, but this, they knew in their 
own ſelves, and had aſſurance in their own hearts; thar.Chrifi 
was theirs, and heaven wastheirs z and this made them ſuffer 
joy ful ly the ſpoiling of their goods. So Fial. 119.50;. This is 
wy comfort in aflidion, thet thy SHES we: That is, 


this bears u 71 when Iam afflicted, thatl have a word 
to build 424 HJ har I have lane ; —— in a pro- 
miſe to build; upon; this quickens an 
my ſorrows. Pſal. 119. 81. My ſpirit bad fainted. within 
me, onely that I boped in thy word. That is, I had hope = con- 
| | ence 
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r money: and yet they will le en won the Lord, and ſay, Is not the: 
2 1 That W they On ſal among, | 


— mg 


he will fail that man that leans upon him hen N | 
41406 
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bears me up under | 


Ser.. Of making ſure our effe@ual Calling. , 27 | 
ure upon thy M Word, and that kept me from fears and 
nring, and diſcourag ment under my affliction. So Ila. 
23˙24. "24. The hehabitant ſhall not ſay, 1 am. fickz the people that | * The 
12 Utberriu, ſpæll e forgiven their iniquity, * Beloved, Aſſu- ſenſe of 


rance will life up- and bear up the heart under all ſorrowes. — oe 


Afurance in a Chriftian is like oile. Now pour oile into a their fin 
lea, or ocean of water, and the oife will never be kept under, |ſhall take 
hut till beuppermaſt 3. ſo this oile of comfort, and this ole * 
aſſurance, it will bear thee up on the top, though thou ſhouldſt |©* — 4 
he caſt into a flood of troubles, and an ocean of ſorrowes. I N 
have read in Latimers rd a notable ſaying of his to Rid- (ering. 
A chat famous Martyr. . Sometime, ſaith fie, when I live in 
aſecled and fecal a act about che fate of my ſoule, nie 
thinks chen f am as bold as a N laugh at all trou- 
ble, no affliction daunts me t. when, I am eclipſed in my | 
— I — of —— a * that — run _ a 
c-hole.. 0 t. is ſo with. godly men, when they 
mane affhrance.of rally ie Faces A Th th ſoundneſſe of their 
cal every, aff ction trouble ſtartles them. 
Obhut when they can Ke ib a f NAG rance of their intereſt | 
in Chriſt, and calling by him; ey are as bold as Lions 
anchtlreꝝ are born up wish comfort, under all the ſorrows, and 
barten they. meet wichah But now men that have falſe per- 
jr perſwaftons can never Bear up the heart under a | 


troubleand at. a loſe, and at a pinch; becauſe i Ic] 5 nota * | | 


— comfort, it can never create ihward peace. 


| Aach har fo ked men-when they come to ſuffer, tfiey are like 
cloth. Kull Clath that ĩs well made, let a man be in 
| Fagan = willn 


er ſhrink;, ge woyes cloth, let it 
| e ke e :It is with mem com · 
| 8412 ught into a bowre of trcuble;and 
— gens hr a his trobble ; but. bring a ] 
2 unſound aſſarance, i will flicink, and fail; | 
in, e the heart under the — 


wn erings; he may, meet. wi eſuming Pindlłton: 
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123 of making ſure our effectual Calling. Ser. 9. 


more hamble towards God and man, 


racter; Ilive, ſaith Paul, by the faith of the Son of God and Chriſt 
| hath loved me, and given bimſelfe for me. Here is hiv aſſurance: 
"| what then? Doth this lift up Paul? No, ic makes him 

I more vile? I live, yet ant I, bur Chrift ler in me: Paul re. 
| colle&s himſelfe, I live, no; it Is nor 1 'that live, but Ohriſt 


| I that live. The thoughts of his comforts made him recol- 


not baunt with vain perſons, ver. 4, And 


Fifchly, Sound aſſurance, whereever ir makes tr tame 
towards C 1, and makes men more 
vile in their oon eyes. Gal. 2.20. There you have this cha- | 


that liveth in me. See how Paul was beaten off from a ſuper · 
cilious pride ard exaltation of ſpirit in himſelfe, It is not 


le& himſelfe, and ſeem vile in his own eyes: Whereas (alas) 
falſe perſwaſioris pulfe up the ſoul wich pride, and makes 
a man ſupercillous, and high rain crying out 2s Je} 
bu did, Jouadab, is thy heart likg mine? Come fee my Zeale 
for the Lordz che make him proud like Jeu in his falſe per- 

waflons. 5 Py 5 
Sixthly, ſound comforts, and real aſſurance do engage the | 
ſoule to walk before God in a eourſe of holineffe, Pſzl.'26.3. | 
Thy loving kindueſſe it before mine eyes; that is, I am aſſured, 
if I ſaw the thing with mine eye, that Gods loving kindneſſe 
is towards me. What then? and I will walk in thy truth, 1 
will walk before thee with a holy and _ eart; and Ixil 
ver. 4, will waſh my bands in 
innocency, ver. 6  &c. So that you fee David would walk in | 
courſe of holineſſe, becauſe he had an evidence and aſſurance 
of Gods love to him. So 1 Fobx 3.3. He that bath this hope | 


in him, purifieth himſelfe, even #5 Chriſt is pure; that is, a man 
that doth nouriſh hojes and perſwaſions of heaven, his hopes 
will make him a Chriftian endeavouring to puriſſe his owne 
heart, and to be holy as Chriff is holy, - This is the nature 
of true afſurance. Bot now for falfe aſſuranct, the man that 
hath it, doth not look after holineffe at all; he thinks himfelf 


Si dizeris well enough, that he hath attained that trhich every wiſe man 
ſuffice ſſhould celt in, wichout medling any further; nay, he is ſo far | 
4 de ring honds apoy dd elf ro mall: in oer of holineſſe, 
verb. Apeft. | that he will rathet take encouragy ment from thence to 
Serm. 18. 


walk in a way of Iooſeneſſe and p 


* 
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bounds, he will abound in fin; this. is the ill uſe that falſe 


| comfort makes of Gods grace. And therefore, Belo: ed, look 


over your hearts. Do the coniforts you pretend to have, and 
the aſſurance you pretend to en joy, make you more to purſue 
holineſſe? that you can ſay as David did, I ſee thy [wing Kind- 
neſte is before me, and therefore I will love thy wayes 3 and hate 
finfulneſſe z or can you ſay, you have comforts, therefore you 
will run into fin, and wallow in wickedneſs? this is an argu- 
ment thy comfortsare not true. 5 | 


:*., Seventhly,- True aſſurance, it is got and kept with a great 
deal of diligence and induſtry. Your beſt things are hardeſt 
to get, and hardeſt to keep. Stones are to be had in every place; 
but gold you muſt dig deep, and take paines to dive into the 


| bowels of :the earth, before you can get that. Weeds grow | 
| | eafily, but your fine gardene flowers, they muſſ be often wa- 


tered, and carefully looked unto, or elſe they will not grow: 


Bel oved, this weed of falſe perſwaſion and affurance, it is a 
weed that will grow under every hedge, and thrive in every 


| 


— 


1 


an 


prayer, before he can get ares tank alas, falſe af- 
ses preſumption without any: palnes at all' the Devil will 
fly get your. comforts, withour . prayers, and keep your 
ut falle voy fv dg fo 

12 upon the Word: Ita got by the Word, Iſa. 37. 19. 
And to them thai are far nf. The fruit of the lips, chat is, 


garden without looking after; whereas alas, the flower of true 
.comforts and ſaving aſſurance, it is hard to make it grow; 


and blaſting. Aſſurance it. coſts a man the waiting many a. 
yeare, the ſhedding many a: teare, the making of many a 


turance it is .cafily gotten g and ieaſily kept. A man may 
egge you on both —— and keep it ; Therefore you that ea- 
comforts mithout pains, you may be ſure your comforts are | 


A 2 1007 nl 53 ds 
-4.Eighthly (Tie nce. it is gotten- by the Word, and 


crete the fruit of the lin, pu cet, pauce, to them that are nigh, 


the: fruit ofithe Miniſters: prrachiag 2 the word which falls 
fromthe lips of a godly Miniſten, God bath ordained and 
created that to be the way to work and create peace, peace; 


and when it is -grown, it is hard to keep it from withering | 


Ot 


— 


OI” 


that is a ſound peace in the n of his people, And it is 
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would ſay, I ambecomerich, and have * me an eſtate, 


| Ninthly, That man that hath a good affurance, he is wil- 


examine me, prove mez nud _—_ 12 and my heart, for thy 


—_ 


And not by God onely; but they are: willing to be tried by 


not onely got, but it is bottomed upon the Word alſo. Iris 
the Word, and ſomewhat in the Word, that beares up the 
hearts of the people of God, Pſal. 119. 49. Good is the Word 
of the Lord, wherein thou baſt cauſed thy ſervant 10 hope, 80 
ver. 50, 51. It is the Word of God that bottoms the comforts 
of the people of God z whereas look now upon wicked men, 
and they neither got their comforts by the Word, nor do they 
ground upon the Word; but firſt, they have had ſtrong hopes 
in God ever ſince they could remember; and ſecondly, they 
keep and ground them either upon their good meaning , that 
they mean well towards God]; or elſe thizdly, they ground 
them upon this, that they are not ſo bad as other men are. A 
poor weak ground. The Phariſee could ſay fo ; I am no en- 
fortioner, no drunkard, ub adulterer,. and the lige: yet never 
came to heaven for all this. Or elſe fourthly, they ground 
their comforts on this, - becauſe they receive from God abun- 
dance of outward mercies. And this you finde was their 

ound of preſumption, Hoſ. 12. . Ephraim ſaid, I am 

come rich, aud 1 bave found me out ſubſtance 3 in 'all my la- 
bour they ſhall finde no iniquity in me, that is, fin. Egbraim | 


and now I am an honeft man, and they ſhall finde no fin in me: 
yet this was a meer preſumption, becauſe God tels us, Ecol.9.1. 
No man knows either love or hatred by the things that are be» 
fore bim. And fometimes, ſaith Solomon, God gives men vicbes to 
their butts And therefore this can be no evidence of a ground- | 


i 


ed aſſurance. i} 


ling to be tried either by God or man, touching the trutk of 
his aſſurance. This you finde, Pſal.26.2,3. Try me, O Lord, 


* 
o 


loving hindneſſe is before me. he ſhould ſay, Lord, I make 
a profeſſion, that I have thy loving kindneſſe in mine eye, that 
I'am affured thou loveſtime;Lot da l put my ſoule upon the trial: 
Doe thou try me, if my heart be not right in my aſſuranee. 


man alſo» And therefore you have that phrait uf the Apoſtle, 
1 Pet. 3.15. that when men —— — the 'bope thist un 


' 
— 
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1you what hopes you have of heaven, and upon what ground 


140 
Jready togive anſwer Rope that is in you, And wha 
were they that ſhould do fo-? they were thoſe chat had 4 good 
[conſcience, thoſe men that had conſciences free from fin, and 
had evidence in their own conſciences, that they belonged to 
30d, ors were ready, whoever asked them, to give a reaſon 
why ey oped for heaven. Whereas a man thac hath falſe 
|perſwafſiongs of heaven and of his effectual calling, that man 
cannot por fe to be tried either by God or man. He is like 
che 1 that hath ſtolen goods in his houſe. A man chat is an 
honeſt man, let the Conſtable come, let ſearch be made, it ne- 
ver troubles him, becauſe they are hi own goods that he hat h 
bought with his otyn money: but the Thief, when che Con- 
ble comes, and ſearch is made, every Trunk that is opened, 
his heart trembles: It is ſo with an unſound · hearted man; a 
man chat hath falſe aſſurance, left there ſhould be a flaw 
found in it. Come to a man that hath falſe perſwaſions, ( as 
to you Formaliſts, and thoſe that are preſumptuous wretches ) 
come to theſe nen, and put this queſtion uato them, Upon 


a in you, you ſhould be ready to give anſwer; that is, when men ask 


| you hope to be faved? the Apoſtle ſaith, you ſhould be | 


what ground do you hope for ſalvation? What evidence can | 
you give of your effcQual calling? How can you make out | 


upon Scripture-grounds, that you ſhall goe to heaven? Such 
queſtions'as thefe will puzzle an unſound heart, that he cannot 
give you an — e anſwer at all. And herein the diffe- 
rence is palpable between a grounded aſſurance and thoſe 
falſe perſwaſions that wicked men have. 


to value the comforts of the Spirit of God, that he doth under- 
value all other comforts in the world in compariſon of thein, 
. | Pſal. 4 6. Lord, lift thou up the ligbt of thy countenance upon me; 
what then ? and this ſhall more glad my heart, then when my corn 
and wine and oile increaſeth. Beloved, aſſurance, it doth ſo 
tranſport and raiſe up the heart, that it makes all things in the 
world, all comforts here below to be nothing in compariſon 
of that. The tavour of Princes is nothing to that man that hath; 
the favour of God; Life, and all the comforts of life, are no- 
A 2 thing. 


. 


Tenthly, True aſſurance, wherever ic it, it makes a man ſo | 


INS" 
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| a godly palate, as that is. Now when a godly perſon taſtes of 


in the world do miſſe of heaven by falſe perſwaſions. VVhere 


| ten thouſands are ſlain and undone for ever, by harbouring 
preſumptuous and groundleſſe perſwaſions of their effectual 


thing to that man that hath comfort in referrence to his eter- 
nal life 3 Pſal. 63. 3. Thy loving kindneſi, O Lord, is better then 
life. David did not value his life, nor all che comforts of it, 
ſo as he valued the loving kindnefle of his God. But now, a 
man that hath falſe perſwaſions, theſe do not ſo tranſport his 
ſpirit, and take up the whole man, and fill the ſoul with 
jj unſpeakable and full of glory; theſe do no whit abate his com- 
torts in the world. A man you know that hath taſted hony, 
other things are of an unpleaſant, caſte to him that are eaten 
after: Belqved, aſſurance is like hony; nothing ſo ſweet to 


the hony of aſſurance, all other outward comforts, they are 
but as gall and — — unpleaſant to his taſte and 
palate. And thus you ſee I haye laid down ten particulars to 
you. I would intreat you to diſtinguiſh in your own hearts, 
whether you are the people that have a true aſſurance, or one- 
ly falſe perſwaſions of your eſſectual calling. And let me tell 
you, the reaſon why! k of this, is, becauſe the moſt of men 


deſperation damnes one ſoul, preſumption damnes a thou-/| 
ſand. Imight ſay of this, as it was ſung in the Triumphant 
fong of David and Saul, Saul bath ſlain bis tbouſands, but David: 
his ten thouſands : So I mighe ſay, deſparation hath ſlain a 
thouſand, but preſumption. ten thouſand, Thouſands and 


calling, when they are not. 


SERMON. | 
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SERMON. X. 


2 Pet. 1. 10. 


| Wherefore the rather, Brethren, Give all diligence to make your 


Calling and Election ſure. 


Sc H E Doctrine I am yet upon, drawn from theſe 

words is this, Thet Chriſtians ought to put forth a great 
9 TY deal of diligence to make ibis ſure to their ſouls, that they 
Y are eſfedually called by Jeſus Chriſt. In the proſe- 
| cution of which I have handled many particulars, I 
now come in the cloſe of this Point to make a particular uſe 
of all that hath been ſaid,and ſo paſſe on to that other branch, 
to make your Elecbion ſure. And the IIſe fhall ſpeak of, ſhall 
onely be an Uſe of Exhortation, and Direction. My Exhor- 
tation ſhall be directed to two forts of men. Firſt, to them 
that do enjoy and are aſſured of their effectual Calling; who 


are called, and are aſſured they are ſo. Secondly, to them 
that have ſometime enjoyed this aſſurance, but now have loft 


or eclipſed the conifortable feeling of their aſſurance. Into 


| theſe two heads I ſhall branch my diſccurſe. | 
And firfty the exhortarion or counſel I am to give, is to them 
that are aſſured of their effectual calling; that have done the 


work the Apoſtle here injoynes them; that have mide ſure 

their Vcatien, and by unqueſtionable evidence can ſay fo. And 

thete I won:d adviſe to three particular duties. * 
Fi.it you ſhould be directed rightly to uſe your aſſurance. 


| Secondly, Carefully to preſerve your 2flurance, 
Thirdly, Daily to improve your aſſurance. This is the 


three fc 1d task that lies upon you, that enjoy this 1 ich Jewel 
of aſſiirance. WE i, 


— 


— 
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Firſt, You are :o take care, that you rightly uſe ad man. 
age your aſſurance. A thing hardly gotten, if it be not well 
managed, a man may enjoy it in a way of joſſe to hiamſelfe, 
To uſe eſſurance well is the great Art of a Chriſtian. And here 
( that I might ſpeak diſtinctly to this direction ) | fhall = 
down eight particulart, as concomitants, or gracious qualifi- 
cations, which muſt accompany you in a condition of aſſu- 
rance; As 1 

Firſt, Vou muſt uſe and manage your aſſurance with handed 
lity, in cafe you uſe it well. Aſſured Chriſtians muſt be hum- 
ble Chriſtians. The more high = are in comforts, the more 
low you ſhould be in Spirit. You know the fulleſt eares of 
corn hang down their head loweſt, when light and flaſhy dar- 
nel that hath nothing of worth in it, lifts up its head on high. 
Aſſured Chriſtians, they are like your full and ripeeares of 
corn; the more full they are of this fruit of the Spirit, aſſu- 
ſrance, the more low do they, and ſhould | — 
| their heads. It is your empty barrels make a noĩſe, when your | 
full veſſels though you ftrike them, will not ſound : It is thoſe} 
Chriſtians that are moſt empty of faith, and moſtempry of 
aſſurance, that make moſt noiſe, and are — their 
guifts and graces 5 when your aſſured Chriſtians they are like 
veſſels full of the beſt liquor; that make the leaſt noiſe. The 
fuller God hath fil'd you with this comfort, the more you 
ſhould ſhine forth in humility. As Paul when he ſaich;Chrif 
loved him, and gave bimſelſe for bim; when he was moſt full of | 
| comforts, he was moſt fll'd with humility, arid ſaid, I live, yet 
not I, but Chriſt liveth in me. 

| Secondly, You muſt —_—_ your affurance with a high 
valuation of the comforts of God in you. A man thathath 
received a benefit, if he do not value it, it is a provocation to 
the man that gave it, either to repent of his gift, or take it away. 
David when he had aſſurance, mark how he values it: Pſal. 
63. 3. Thy loving kiudneſi is better then life. He valued the com- 
forts of his God, and the ſhinings of Gods countenance better 
then life. And Pſal. 4. 6. Lift tbouup the light of thy countenence 
upon me, and that ſhall more glad me, then when my. corn and wine 
aud oile increaſeth. David would more value the comforts of 
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valuation and worth upon it. And the reaſon is, Becauſe 
f you will not then eafily part wich your aſſurance for a baſe 


— 


8 
3 
PRE 
—— 


| Ser. 10. Of making ſureour effe@ual Calling, 


Gods Spirit, then any other comfort in the world. Aſſured 
Chriſtians, that uſe affurance rigbtly, they muſt put a high | 


and beggerly luſt, and for a fruitleſſe fin, if once you know 
the value and worth of it. | 

Thirdly, Your aſſurance muſt make you to live with a wea- 
ned heart from the comforts of this world, 2 Cor. 4. the laſt 
verſe, compared with Chapt. 5. 1. The Apoſtle cells you, Ve 
do not look after the things that are ſeen, that are temporal. What 
made the Apoftle not to look after worldly things;he gives the 
reaſon, For when this houſe of ours is diſſolved, we have a dwellin 
with God, eternall in the beavens. As if he ſhould ſay, That's 
the reaſon we do not look after the world as worldly men do; 


thy the glance of the eye; Perſons that have aſſurance, can ſay } 


it ſuſſicetk me; though I have little or nothing in the world, 


ment of aſſurance, they ought to live with a weaned heart 
{ the comforts of this world, Men that have cafted hony or ſome 


Bo Re 


for we know that when we leave this world, we have a heaven 
to go to. The affurence of the ble ſſedneſſe of their future be- 
ing, did make them undervalue the world, as a thing not wor- 


as Philip (aid to Chriſt, Jobn 14. 8. Shew us ſa ich Philip, the Fa- 
ther, end it ſuſiceth us. Thus ſaith a gracious heart, O ſweet | 
—— but thy favour ; aſſure but my ſoul, that thy 
ather is a reconciled Father to me in thy ſelfe, that he is my 
Father as well as thy Father; Shew me but the Father, and 


this ſhall ſuffice me. Gracious hearts, that live in the enjoy 
r 


om 


other ſweet morſel, they do diſlaſie all other things, though of 
themſelves very pleaſant ; So men that have tafted of this hony 
of Gods love, and the ſweetneſſe of this: grace of aſſurance z it 
will make them diſtaſte and diſreliſn all the things of this 
world, though of themſelves pleaſant and good. If a man 
look on the Sun it dazles his «yes, that he eannot diſcern co- 
lours about him; ſo he that behglds the light of Gods cou n- 
tenance, will not lock upon the things here below. I may al- 


Ar 
better. His meaning is this, No man that hath had a taſte 2 


VL ude to that place, Laky 3. 39, No man ſaith Chriſt, beving 
unh old wine, ſtraight way defireth new; for be ſaith, The old is 


riſt, 4 
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Cui incipit 
dulceſcere 


cbriſlus, ei 
\neceſſe eſt 
- | @nareſcere 
; mundum. |; 


| prayer, and ſhed many a tear; O Foſeph my ſonne is yet alive, 1 


can ſay, My Joſeph, my Jeſus is alive in my heart; I having 


that he knew not whether he was in the body or no; ſo are 


Chriſt, and kath had.communion and fellowſhip wich Jeſus 


Chriſt, and lain under the Miniſtery of Jeſus Chriſt; no man 
that hath drunk of this old wine, will ſay, new is better; 
to have other comforts, and other pleaſures, is better; no man 
will ſay this, ſaich Chriſt, And ſo he compares his Miniſtery, 
and his Doctrine, and the comfort Gods people have thereby, 
to old wine: Beloved, ſol ſay, men that have drunk draughts 
of this wine of conſolation, and men that are ſetledly aſſured, 
and have had a taſte that tbe Lord is gracious, no man will now 
ſay, that the wcrld is better, and the comforts below better. No, 
the aſſuance of Gods love ſhould wean a mans heart from all 
the comforts of the world. As old Jacob ſaid, when he ſaw | 
his ſonne Foſeph in his old age, after he had made many a 


bave enough, As was the carriage of Jacob to Joſeph, the ſame 
ſhould be the carriage of a Chriſtian towards Chriſt, If he 


him, have enough; this comfort ſhould raviſh his ſpirit, Paul 
when he was rapt up into the third heaven, was ſo tranſported 


the people of God raviſhed with heavenly conſolations, that 
they minde not theſe earthly things. It is a ſpeech that Ber- 
nard hath, That to whoſoever Jeſus Chriſt once becomes 
ſweet, that he can taſte the ſweetneſſe of his love, and the ſweets 
neſſe of his mercy, the very ſweetneſſe in Chriſts love will im- 


bitter the world unto him. | 12 21298 
Fourtbly, you are to manage and uſe your aſſurance wich | 


peace to his people; but mark the duty: tbey muſt not turn again 
2 fel. They muſt not 1un again into fiiþthey muſt 2 


| I(as 1] once told you) will be like winde in the bowels of the 


like ic will make the heart quake and tremble if it be there; 


tenderneſs of con{cience againſt fin. Aſſured Chriſtians ſhould | 
be tender · conſciented Chriſtians. Fſal. 85. 8. God will ſpeak 


der of fin, and then God will ſpeak peace to his people. Sin 


earth. Philoſophers ſay, E irthquakes and ruptures are oc- 
caſioned by v inde got into ehe bowels ard cavernes of the 
earth, which having no place for vent, it overturnes Moun- 
tains and Buildings: Beloved, ſin in the heart will do the 


ic 
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it will prove the grave of thy cotiforts, and the relueretiion! 
of thy fears. Therefore Chriftians that are aſſured, they muſt 
take hecd of ſia; if they would keep their comforts, they muſt 
keep their hearts that {in get not iato cheir conſciences. Be- 
loved, they that areaſſured Chriflians, they know how difficult- 
ly they did attain this aſſurance, and they know how ſvyeetly 
chey enjoy this aſſurance, and that will make them very ten- 
der, that they do not loſe a thing ſo hardly gotten and ſweet- 
ly enjoyed for a trivial luſt; that cby loſe not their former 
evidences, and revive former ter:ors. | 
Fiftly, Aſſurance maſt be managed with patience in bear- 
ing any outward affliction that you may meet wich in the 
world. Aſſured Chriſtians muft be patient Chriſtians, Heb. 
10. 34. They ſuffered joyfully the ſpoyling of their goods, knowing 
that they bad in heaven @ better and more enduring ſubſtance; and 
that made che Saints of God tuſ and ſcorn at all the loſſes 
they met wich in the world. Suppoſe a man be at Sea, and 
have prexious Jewels and Pearles aboard wich him; if che | 
ſmnn ęan be but ſure he ſhall Gaye his awn life, and fave his 
| Jewels, though he loſe the Casket, though he loſe the box, 
that will not much trouble him: Thou that art ſure of hea- 
ven, thou canſt never loſe that Pearle, thy ſoul ; thou maieſt 
loſ the ſhell, thy life; thou maiſt loſe the Casket, thou halt 
never loſe the Jewel; and ſhall that trouble thee ? If thou art 
an aſſured Chriſtian, be ſure whatever ſtorme of Temptation | 
blow upon thee, thou ſhalt onely loſe the box, never loſe the 
Pearle, This therefore ſhould make aſſured Chriftians to be 
patient Chriſtians, what ever they {ball undergoe here in the 
| world. I have read a ſtory in Fox his Acts and Monuments, 
of a woman, who when ſhe came to be tried for her Religion 
{before Bonuer, that blaody Biſhop he threatened her, he would 
[take away her husband from her; faith ſhe, Chriſt is my hus- 
band; I will take away thy childe : Chriſt, ſaich ſhe, is bet- 
ter to me then ten ſonnes; I will ftrip thee, ſaich he, of all chy | 
outwerd comforts: yea but Chriſt is mine, and you cannot | 
rip me of him, ſaith ſhe; Tha thoughts of this bore up the 
womans heart, ſpoile her of all, and take away all, yet Chriſt | | 
was hers, and they could not take him away, O Beloved, | 
4 . T when , 
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when thy ſoul lives in the aſſurance of Gods love, and ot 
thy calling to grace and glory; this ſhill make you won- 
de. ful patient to endure what cver you ſhould meet with here 
below. It was the ſpeech of that tamous ſervant of God, ho- 
ly Bradford, when a company of his fellow-priſoners were 
chat morning to goe to be burat, ſaich Bradford, O my fellow- 
ſufferers, be cheerful, for though we are all of us to have a 
bitter breakfaſt,yer truly we ſhall have a cheerful dinner. Here 
you ſee how aſſured Chriftians, their comforts in God did fo 
tranſport their hearts, that it made them overlook, and with 
patience bear all afflictions they were to meet with. You have 
a remarkable phraſe, Iſe. 33. 24. The Inbabitants of Sion ſhall 
rot ſay, I am ſick, the people that dwel therein, ſhall:be forgiven 
their iniquity. A ſtrange paſſage ; he doth not ſay, they were 
not ſick, but the Text ſaith, they ſhould not ſay ſo. And 
what's the reaſon ? why ſhould the people forget their ſor- 
rows, and forget their pains? this ſhould make them, the 
Lord had forgiven them their iniquities; The ſenſe of pardon 
took away the ſenſe of pain. And Beloved, Chriſtians ſhould 
walk thus to ſhew that trouble ſhould not daunt them, and 
afflictions never ſtartle them; you that are aſſured Chriſtians, 
you ſhould be patient Chriſtians under all ſufferings. And 
take this for a rule, that God takes impatience more unkindly 
at aſſured Chriſtians hands, then at the hands of any men in 
the world beſides : Becauſe if God 3 thee aſſurance, he hath 
given thee a ſeal in thy on breſt, that all ſhall work for thy 
good; and wilt thou be impatient ? He hath given thee a ſeafe 
in thy own breſt, that heaven ſhall makeamends for all; and 
wilt thou be angry? God will take this moge unkindly at 
them then any. PETS 97 On . „ 
Sixthly, Aſſurance ſhould be managed with indeared love 
to Jeſus Chriſt. Aſſured Chriſtians ſhould be Chriſt- loving 
Chriſtians: When Chriſt told Mary Magdalen, Thy ſins which 
are miny are forgiven thee, When ſhchad aſſurance her fins 
were pardoned, what faith Chriſt? Much was forgiven ber 
therefwre ſhe loved much: becauſe ſhe was ſenſible much was for- 
siven her,ſhe would ſhew forth much love to Jeſus Chriſt. And 
the reaſon is, becauſe it was Ohriſts love brought thoſe Chri- 
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ſtians into a ſtate of ſalvation, and his love likewiſe that gave 
them aſſurance of their own call, and this ſhould indear their 
hearts to ſeſus Chriſt. f 
Seventhly, Aſſuranee ſhould be managed with abundance ; 
of compaſſion towards thoſe Chriſtians that are tempted and | 
troubled by Satan. Aſſured Chriſtians ſhould be compaſſio- 
nate Chriſtians. If God have given you aſſurance of his love, | 
you ſhould carry compaſſtonate breſts towards your Brethren, 
who remain behinde in great diftreſs and perplexity, that lie 
toſſed and turmoiled by Temptations, When a ſhip is brought 
ſafe to the Haven, if they — any bowels, when they ſee 
another ſhip in the main Ocean ſtrugling for life in the midſt 
of the waters, they will pity them: You that have got afſu- 
rance,you are come to a ſafe harbour; but your tempted bre- 
thren, chey are toſſed upon the waves and tempeſts of temp- 
tation, you ſhould now have compaſſionate hearts towards 
2 Chriſtians. 2 Cor. 1. 4. The Apoſtle tells us, The 
| Lord bath comforted us in all our tribulation, that we might com- 
| fort others with the ſame comforts, wberewith we aur ſelves are com- 
forted of God, It was the work and task of the Apoſtle, and 
them with him, that they having comforts and aſſurance from 
God, 5 — labour to comfort others, and bear up o- 
chers, 
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eſtabliſh others, that they might rejoyce, and ro- 
celve the ſame comforts with themſelves. Hence you read, 
1 Pet. 3. 8, 9. Be pitifull , be compaſſtonate to your Brethren, 
love as Brethrey, Now upon what ground doth the Apoſtle 
preſſe this compaſſion? Read verſe 9. Knomiug, ſaith he, that 
45 you are hereunto called, that you ſhould inherit a bleſſing. As | 
if he ſhould ſay, upon this ground I woo you to be compaſ- 
fionate, becauſe you are called to inherit a bleſſing; that is, 
you know and are aſſured that you are a bleſſed people, and 
vou ſhall be a ſaved people, therefore have compaſſion on 
your Brethren, who are tempted and troubled, that you 
might bring them to the ſame pitch of comfort you are 

| brought to. | Is | | 
| Eighthly , Aſſurance ſhould be managed with cheerſulneſs 
| of hearts Aſſured Chriſtians ſhould be cheerfall Chriſtians. 
| We read Nehem. 2.1, 2. That Nebemiab all the while he _ 
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| | before the face of the King, and in the preſence of the King, 
| the Text ſaith, Nehemiah for @ long time was nc ſad ; tuc Kings 

preſence did ſo cheer up Nebemiabs heart. Now to this I 
would allude: If the preſence and face of King Artaxer xes 
did make Nehemiah, that for a long time he was not fad be- 
ſere him; Oh how much more ſhould the face of God, and 
the preſence of God in a mans ſoul, and the favour of God to- 
wards a man, how much more ſhould this keep thee from be · 
ing ſad in Gods preſence, from a lumpiſh and melancholy and 
ſad ſpirit? Thou art in the preſence of a King, in he fa- 
vour of God, and this ſhould keep thee from being ſad and 
heavy, Nonein the world have greater grounds of joy then 
thoſe that live in a conſtant aſſurance of the love of God to- 
| wards them, It is for condemned men, that are condemned 
to the gallows, to hang down their heads and wring their 
hands; but let the pardoned — of the Lord rejoyce. The 
= 34 man that is condemned, he hangs down his head; but the 
| man that comes pardoned from the bar, with what a cheerful — 
„ countenance will that man come? You are all a people par- 
i doned by your God, you may well be a njoycing — : I 
remember a paſſage I have read in D. Halls Works, in his Me. 

ditations upon the Creatures, ſpeaking of a little Bird called 
Robbin- red · breſt, that when he was in his — came chir- 
ping at the window, and leaping upon his book, and finging 
a great while together z upon this fight he breaks out into 
this contemplation. O this little filly Bird, that doth not 
I know where to pick up the next crum, that doth not know 
| where fo pitch and reſt it ſelfe for the next night, yet behold, 
how cheerfully doth this Bird fing, when man, and a Chriſti- 

| an man that knows God to be his Father, that bath not only | 
{| crumbs of outward bleſſings, but whole morſels of inward | 

| comfort, and can drink draughts of inward conſolation :| 
Chriſtians, that have a God, and a heaven, that have Chriſt 
and glory, yet they cannot be merry, as a poor Bird can be: 

and truly ĩt is a you Meditation. Many times people that 
| are called by Jeſus Chriſi, and have ground and aſſurance of 
| | their everlaſting — 4 by him, yet they cannot be ſo mer · 
ry as a poor Bird will be: Birds in the morning will be chir- 
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ing 241.4 ſing, 6616 .zuthing lay et che Lear vhen 2 Chri- 
lian i= dndͤ veving, and wearying wut his lic indiicontents 
and foros s: this becomes not a Chriadian. Af. red Chriſtians 
they ſhoti d be cheerful Chtiſtiæns. 5 
Niath'y, Hured Chriftizps they ſhon'd be hankfull Chri- 
flians, . Fur one to givca man a promiſc, it is worth thanks, 
but when a man {hall not wply give, but : ſſuce that promiſe, 


no aſſurance, it was thanks-worthy ; but when God ſhall give 
thee his Broad Sea), that ſhail fea] thee up to the day of Re- 
demption, and when God ſhall give thec an affurance in thy 
own breſt thou ſhalt go to heaven, and go to God, this ſhould 
much more make thee in thy i pirit bleſſe thy God, It is a 
ſpeech of the Prophet David, My ſoule, lleſſe thou the Lord for 
bis marvellous loving kinduefle. Thou baft kindneſs, and thou 
baſt marvellous loving kindneffe ; My ſoule bleſs God for this. 
David would not keep back Gods praiſes, ſeeing God would 
not keep back Davids comfort. In heaven we ſhall break 
forth into admiration, becauſe we have good things in 
[ 3 here we ſhould break forth into thankſgiving, 
becauſe we have them in expectation. And thus I have done 
with che firſt part of my direction to you that are aſſured 
Chriſtians, you ſhould labour firſt rightly to uſe your aſ- 
ſurance ” | 4 4 N | 
| Secondly, All you that are aſſured Chriſtians, you are te 
be directed carfally to keep and preſerve your aſſurance. There 
is no lefs skill, ſaich the Poet, to be pur forth in keeping ver- 
tue, then in getting of it, It is ſaid of Hannibal * was a 
a skilful Souldier ⁊c0 get Viqtories, but he had no skill to keep 
them, when gotten : It may be (aid ſo. of us, Chriſtians can 
get aſſurance, but they have not the skill to keep it when they 
have gotit. This therefore therefore I am now to preſs, that 
| you would be carcfull to p_—_— your aſſurance. And here 
in ſpeaking of this, I (hall lay down two particulars z that in 
caſe you would keep your affurance, there are ſome things 
you muſt doe; and ſome things you muſt avoid and take 
eed of. ne Te TE. | 
Firſt 


2 


that he will make i: good; that is more thanks-worthy. Be- 
loved, if God had only proinii:d you a heaven, and had given 
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Of waking ſure our Fa! Calling. EE Ser. 10. 


| Aid, ſaith Chriſt, and yuur joy ſhall be full. 


- | with Promiſes and Supports for your comfort. That's the 


J. Thirdly, Keepcloſeto God in a conſtant and conſcientious 


Firſt, There are ſome things you muſt do, ar,d thoſe I ſhall 
| ccmprize under two or three heads. 


cloſe in communion with your God, in the exerciſe of the 


will kee y our comforts. And here that I may branch out this 
dire&ion, I ſhall comprize theſe duties under four heads, and 
ſhew you from Scripture, that keeping cloſe to God in the 
uſe of four duties, will be a ready way to keep your affurance 
in you. | L = 
As firſt, keep cloſe to God in the duty of Prayer, Jobn16.24. 
sk, that your joy 
may be full; implying that if you keep cloſe to God in the 
— prayer, after affurance; your fpirics ſhall be compleat 
an , ; | : 
| Secondly, keep cloſe to God, in the duty of reading the 
Word often. By often reading the Word you will often meet 


reaſon men leſſen in c oinforts, becauſe men do not frequently 
read the Word; you cannot read a — mY you will finde 
there a prop for faith, and a prop for aſſurance. Keeping con- 

ſtant to the Word, and that's the way to keep your aſſurance, 
1 Jobn 3.13. Theſe things have I written to gau that believe, that 
you might know that you bave eternal life. Theſe things have 1 
writ, not only that you have life, but that you might know it. 
By reading the writings of Jobu, Jobn tels them they might the 
better know they ſhould live for ever, and everlaſtingly be ſa- 
ved. Keep cloſe to God In reading his written Word, and this 


| chroughour the veins of Scripture. Not a Scripture almoſt you 
{can read, but there is a promiſe or ſupport for your faith one 


hearing of bis Word, and this is a great meanes to get aſſu- 
rance, Luk. 1.76. Then ſhalt be called the Prophet ef the Higheſt, 


Firſh, In caſe yeu would keep affurance, you are to keep 


| —— of godlineſe. The more you keep grace, the more you 


will be o great uſe. Becauſe there are promiſes [cartered) 


for thou ſhalt ace before the fate of the Lord, to prepare hi: wa); 
that is, thou ſhalt goe to prepare he peuples hearts that they | 
may receive Jeſus Chriſt that follow: e, r. This is ipoken - 
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Jobn Baptiſt. And what was the effect of hearing Jobs preach ? 
Togive — of falvation to bis pe plr, for the remiſſion of their 
fins; not only to give them ſalvation, but to give them know- 
ledge and aſſurance of this ſalvation. O live under the Mini- 
ſtery, and under Iobn Baptiſts Miniſtery, that preacheth repen- 
cance and humiliationgand that is the Miniſtery will give moſt 
aſſurance of your ſalvation. | 
Fourthly, Keep in communion wich God, in a daily trying 
and cxamining your own hearts, Gal. 6. 4. If any man think, 
himſelf to be ſomewhat,when he is nothing, he deceiveth himſelſz but 
let every man prove bis own works, and then be ſhall have rejoycing 
in bimſelſe. That ĩs, let a man examine himſelfe, and prove 
his heart, and this will be a meanes to work joy in the heate, 
that they ſhall have comfort and joy in themſelves in the aſſu- 
rance of their happineſs. Beloved, what's the reaſon you do 


in a way of communion in theſe duties of holineſs, you keep 


: 


fate; and thar's the reaſon you are no more full, and no more 


conſcience clear from harbouring the guilt of finne, Job 11. 
145156: If. inbigaity be in thy banzs; put it far. away; if finne be 
in thy converſation, away wich ir. © Let nor. finne be in thy 
heafe,: nor inithy houſe, then ſhalt thou'lift up thy face io God 
without ſpot, thou ſhalt be tedfaſt before him, and net feare. This 
will ballance thy ſpirit, and keep thy heart from feage, and 
ay thee in a ſtedfaſt afſurance, if thou keep thy conſcience 
MAR #1109; 35 5 ein fs gnmods B:; - „ Mir og 
Thirdly, if thou wouldſt keep-affarance, gather and hedp 
together all the experiences thou haſt had of God in thy heart 
in times paſt. Icalled to remembrance the dayes af ald, Eſul. 77.7. 
Cali to remembrance all the experiences thou haſt had of 
God, and had of Chrift, and of thy own grace, and thefruĩts of 
Gods Spleic f n chy own ſoul; and this will wonderfully keep 
up thy aſſurance Rom. 5, 4. The Apoſtle tels us, Experience 


—— 
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not keep aſſurance ? the reaſon is, you keep not cloſe to God 0 


not to God in a way of prayer, and reading, and examining, | 
your hearts, and provimg your comforts, and your own e- 


Serondly, if you would keep your comſorts, keep your 


worketh hope. The more experimental you are, and the more 


you _ 
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| riſeto ſmother their comforts, and quen eh their graces; the 


you gather experience together, che more you ficengthen hope, 


and thc mare hope is ſtrengthened, the more affurance is gai- 
ned. Thie are the particulars you muſt practice, in caſe you 
would preſerve in your breſts this aisurance of ycur effectual 


calling. 

Secondly, chere are ſome things you are to avoid and take 
heed of, in cæſe you would perpetuate aſsurance in your hearts, 
and thofe Iſhall comprize under fix heads. | 


1 ſus Chrift, and bring Eclipſes upon our comforis and graces. 
| Thoſe men that fied 

| are oftentimes choaked and fliflid by damps that come from 
| the earth: So it is with Chriſtians, thoſe. that will be erer 
poring and digging about the things of this world, it is 8 


Firſt, Take heed you do not wallow in, and give your ſelves 
to ſenſual joy and pleaſure. There is nothing in the world 
will more eat out ſpiritual joy and that eſſectual aſsurance in 
your hearts, then giving your ſelyes too much to carnal joy 
and ſenſual pleaſure, which takes away the hearts. The more 
your joy runs in that channel after ſenſual pleaſure, the leſs ic 
runs towards God, and the comforts that are above ; godly 
ſorrow is the ſeed-plorof ſpiritual joy. 1 
Sccondly, The evil of earthly-mindedneſs, take heed of 
that, if ever you would keep your comforts. There is no- 
ching in the world will more blaſt your comforts, then an | 
earthly minde to be ſtill poring upon the things of the world. 
What the Philoſophers ſay of the Eclipſe of the Sun, that jt 
is occaſioned by- the intervening of the Moon between the 
Sun and our ſight is is true in this caſe; The Moon is an E- 
bleme of the world. If che world get between Chriſt the Sun 
of rigbtecujneſſe and our fight, it will darken our ſight of Je- 


cepnito the bowels of the earth, they 


thouſand to one if from worldly. things a damp doth nar a- | 


world pierceth with ſorrow, therefore muſt needs damꝑ your 
joyes. A candle, though it may ſhine to the view of N of te 
put ir but under ground, and (though there be not a pufl of 
wind) the very damps will-flifle che light of the flame? Belo» | 
ved, though you ſhine like candles in yaur comforts, 44. 


bring them but under tlie earth, and a elod of earth will 
8 | your | 
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your candle, will damp your comforts, There is nothing lays 
.Ja Chriſtian under more loſs in his aſſurance then worldly- | 
mindedneſs. | 

Thirdly, avoid remiſſeneſs in Religious duties. If you ſlack 
in duties, you will {lack in comforts ; leſs duties and lefs com- 
forts goe together, If a man doth ler looſe the tacklings of 
his ſhip, and let (lack the ſailes, that ſhip cannot goe with ſo 
ſwift a motion; ſpecially if wind and tide be againſt ic, the 
ſhip muſt needs goe backward : Believers that are affured Chri- 
ſtians, they are like a ſhip under ſaile; you goe againſt wind 
and tide, againſt nature, and againſt corruption, againſt tem- 
ptation and the devil and all: now if you let ſlack your fails, 
and grow remiſs in duties, you will quickly flack in your 
comforts; whatever weakens your graces, and ftraitens your 
duties, will impaire your aſſurances, and eclipſe your com- 
fortsz and therefore take heed of remiſſeneſs in a way of 
duties; oh do not leſs work, when you have moſt encourage- 
ment. , ; 
Fourthly, Take heed of ſpiritual pride. If once you begin 
to admire your ſelves, then you loſe your ſelves. If once you 
are proud of your graces, it is a provocation to make God take | 


away your comforts, and to make you loſe your graces; I | 
mean, loſe them, not in the very being, but in the comfort and 
exerciſe of them; pride ic is the great murderer of a Chriſti- 
ans comforts; 

Fifthly , Take heed of grieving the ſpirit of God; Grieve 
not the holy ſpirit, ſaith the Apoſtle, whereby you are ſealed to 
the day of Redemption, The Spirit of God is a ſealing Spirit; 
O grieve not this Spirit. The Spirit deals with us, as we deale 
with it; if we grieve the ſpirit of God, God will grieve you, 
{and your ſpirits ſhall be grieved, that you ſhall not keep che 
joyes of che Lord in your breſt in the aſſurance of his love and 
favour to you. You read I/. 63. 10. They grieved bis Spirit, ſo 
be was turved to le their enemy, and fought againſt them, Belo- 
ved, though God may be your friend, yet he will frown upon 
you as an enemy, and ſeem to fight againſt you too, in cafe you 
grieve his Spirit; if thou grieve Gods Spirit, God will grieve 
thine, and when thy ſpirit is grieved, thou muſt needs loſe thy | 

c omſorts. 25 Sixthly, 
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146 of making ſure our effeFual Calling. Ser. 11. 


| Sixthly, Take heed of the in of hypocriſie, falſe grace wil} 
breed a falſe joy. Falſe hearts. muſt needs have falſe com- 
forts. You will never keep true comforts, if you have an un- 
ſound heart, The upright in heart they ſhall ſhout upon tbe ir beds 
for joy; they ſhall doe it, but hypocrites ſhall not. Take heed 
—— of this evil, and you are in a way to preſerve your 
aſſurance. 


FF 


"SERMON. XI. 
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2. Pet. 1. 10. 


1 Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence to make your 


Calling aud ElcGion ſure. 
: T 8 make this' ſure to their ſoules, that they are ag 
W882 4 called by Jeſus Chrift, In the managing of 
= which I came to an uſe of direction, to thoſe who 
are aſſured of their effectual calling, and to them I gave 
three dire&ions. Firft, That you would rightly manage 
our aſſurance, Secondly, Carefully preſerve your aſſurance. 
Thirdly, Daily improve your aſſurance; the laſt of which I 
have yet to handle. And touching this third direQion, daily. 
to improve your affurance, I ſhall give you but three heads; 
which if you make uſe ot, you may every day improve 
your aſſurance, and bring it from a little to a great meaſure. | 
As 8 
Firſt, In caſe you would doe this, improve your graces. 
The more you encreaſe in grace, the more you will grow in 
comfort. Grace and comfort, they are two Twins, that the 


more one growes, the better the other thrives. Hence _ 
read,, 


HE Doctrine I am yet upon is this, That Chriſt 
ans ought to put forth @ great deal of diligence to 
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read, that in the ſalutacion of every Epiltle, the Apoſtle puts 
both 2 ther, Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied to you in| 
e 


| Chriſt 
of grace to be the multiply ing of peace. The more you multiply 


peace of conſcience: they are both joyned together. You have a 
paſſage,2 Pet.1.5,11. compared together, Adde to your faith vertue, 
c. The Apoſtle chere urgeth our diligence to adde grace to 
racezthat is,to live in the improvement of grace. And what wil 
ollow ? ver. 11. If you doe theſe things, you ſhall never fall; for 
ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundantly into the ever- 
laſting Kingdome of our Lord leſus Chriſt, You ſhall not 
onely goe to heaven, but you ſhall have an abundant en- 
trance Miniftred before you come there; you ſhall have a- 
bundance of aſſurance and inward peace before you come 
there; And here to give you a more particular dire&i- 
| on, there are theſe foure graces chiefly you are to 7 
I Firſt; Improve the grace of humility. 1/2. 57, 15. The 
Lord doth promite there to revive the ſpirit of the bumble, It 
is a particular promiſe to that grace, that God will revive 
you, and give you anew life if you have it. And reviving 
there, is not meant of the firſt life of grace, but of a life of 
comfort, They had grace before, but God would give them 
a life of comfort, he will reftore your confolation to you in 
caſe you are an humble people. Hence it is, Im. 446. The Lord 
gives grace tothe bumble, Vea, be gives more grace. The Lord 


us, Cor. i. 3. There the Apoſtle makes the multiplying | 


and grow in grace, the more you will increaſe peace, inward 


gives more grace to the humble perſon then to any man in the 


you muſt needs have. Humility is a foundation of more 
2 therefore needs muſt be a foundation of more com- 
ort. TH ö GY 00-0651 | 

That building whoſe foundation is laid loweſt, is of all the 
moſt beautiful and comely Fabrick aboveground : So thoſe 
Chriſtians that lay a foundation low in humility, they are 
| yu to reare up a moſt beautiful Ding in way of com- 
ort. Ke N | 22 oeb-< 5 os FEA INV $103 AS > 


' 
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world. Now the more grace you have, the more comfort f 


1 


| Secondly, Improve the grace-of faith in-beleeving; and 
f VS. DD as 
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that is the way to Increaſe comfort. 1 Peter. 1. 8. Whom 
though you have not ſeen, yet believing, you rejozce with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory. Though they did never fee Chriſt, 
yet believing in Chriſt, and improving their faith, they had 
not onely an ordinary meaſure of comfort, but they had more 
comfort in their hearts, then they could utter with their N 
Tongue; They rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, So ! 
Rom. 15. 13. The God of peace fill you with all joy and peace in = 
Believing, that you may abound in hope through the Holy Ghoſt. | 
Believing makes you full of all joy, and makes you abound in ; 
it. The more you are in Believing, the more you will be in a 
aſſurance. 8 . 

Thirdly, Improve the grace of love to Jeſus Chrift. Jobn 
14. 23. If any man love me, my Father ſhall love him, and we will 
| come in unto him, and make our abode with bim. If you improve 
| in your love to Jeſus Chriſt, God the Father and God the 
Son will make their dwelling in your hearts. Now he muſt 
needs be a comfortable Chriftian, that hath ſo good a gueſt as 
| God the Father and Jeſus Chriſt to come in, and make their 
abode with him. As you know, to your boſome-friend whom 
| you love, and you know loves you, you will communicate 
| all your ſecrets : Thus will God the Father, if he knowes you 
are his boſome-friends, and ſeeth you love him, he will com- 
muniĩcate all his comforts to you; you ſhall never want com- 
forts, if you increaſe in love to Jeſus Chriſt, . 

Fourthly, Improve the grace of godly ſorrow; you will 
never finde ſweeter muſick in comfort, then when you are laid 
| down in teares. As the ſound of the Trumpet is never more 

| pleaſant then when they are upon the water; ſo when God 
ſeeth you flow with the water of repentance and godly ſorrow , 
then you are likely to hear the moſt melodious harmony in 
the apprehenſion of Gods love; Pſal. 126. They that ſow in 
| teares, ſhall reap in joy. You ſhall not onely have a dram, but 
a handful of joy; as Reapers they cut down handfuls of corn 
at once. And as you know in ſeed, though you ſowe but one 
grain of corn, there may a dozen eares come from that one 
; ſeed : ſo if yon ſowe but a little godly ſorrow, a grain of god- 
| ly ſorrow may be a root to a great deal of ſpiritual joy. 

| Secondly, 
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Secondly, If you would improve your aſſurance, preſerve 


| aclear conſcience, both towards God and man. Aged, con- 


ſcience is à continual Feaſt, Prov. 13. 15. Aſſurance, | may ſay 
of it as the Father ſpeaks of the Holy Ghoſt, and the comforts 
thereof, The Spiric of Godis a very nice thing, every thing | 
will give the comforts of Gods Spirit a check and diſtaſte; now PRO 
if you harbour fin upon conſcience, you will never thrive in in; DE + 
comfort; every thing will give comfortable motions a check. 
And as Philoſophers ſay when the Aire is foggy, it ariſeih 
from vapours that are exhaled from the earth, which makes 
the Aire ſo cloudy as it is; So it is filth drawn from our earth- 
ly hearts, that makes ſuch foggy miſts to ariſe between our 

| comforts and us, and between God andus. You muſt keep 
conſcience clear, elſe you will never keep heaven clear, Hea- 
ven will be clouded, if the heart be filthy. Job. 11. 14, 15. If 
| iniquity be in thy hand, put it far away; If lin be upon the con- 
ſcience, harbour ic not, for then thou ſhalt = up thy face before 
God, thou ſhalt be ftedfaſt, and not fear. You ſhall not onely 


not fear but you (hall have a degree of aſſurance. You ſhall 


harbour guilt. 


be ſtedfaſt, if you put lin far away from you. A ſullied and 
a polluted con{cience ſhall never be in à Chriſtian ſtrong in 
aſſurance. You will not grow in affurance, if your conſcience 


Thirdly, If you would improve your affurance, keep cloſe 
in communion with God. Nothing that feeds comforts ſo 
much as a Chriftians holy walking, Eſa. 32. 17. The work of 
righteouſneſſe ſhall be peace, and the effect tbereof quie tneſſe and aſ- | 
ſurance for ever, If you walk in works of — — and 
in a way of keeping loſe communion with God; this ſhal! 
be peace, and this ſh:11 be quietneſſe, and great aſſurance. 
Mark how the Holy Ghoſt makes a g adation; not onely peace | 
and quĩetneſſe, but afſurance alſo : you ſhall have the higheſt 
degree of peace, and the higheſt ſtep of comfort, if you walk 
diligently in a way of holineffe with your Gad. And thns 
much be ſpoken to the firſt ſort of men, thoſe that live in the 
enjoyment of the aſſurance of their effe&ual calling. | 

have now a word to thoſe men that live in the want of this | 


ring, | 


| 


aſſurance, who happily have in times paſt had ſome glimme- 
— — —ü————— ACCEER 
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| of waking ſure our effeFual Calling. : Ser. 17. 


ring, and ſome dimme ſight of comfort, touching their ever- 
\ laſting eſtate, and yet are now much clouded and eclipſed in 
their comforts, or have loſt the comforts they once had, what 
they ſhould do to recover it. And to theſe I thall by way of 
direction ſpeak onely four things. | 

Firſt, That you would ſet upon ſearching work, Secondly, 
Upon hambling work. Thirdly, Upon praying work. And 
fourthly, that you would ſet upon meditating work : Theſe 
| four helps will through Gods bleſſing be very conducible to 
reſtore your wonted comforts to you. 

Firſt, My counſel ſhall be to you, that you would ſet upon 
ſearching and examining work. When you have. loſt any 
| thing, the firſt thing you do is to look after ity where you have 
loftit, that you may finde it again. If you have loſt this pre- 
cious Jewel of aſſurance, be thus wife for your ſelves; O ſet . 
upon ſeeking and ſearching work, The Scripture gives you 
this hint, Gal. 6. 4. Let every man ſearch bis own mori, and then 
| he ſhall bave rejoycing in bimſelfe. This is the way to bring in 
ſpiritual joy and fpiritua] comfort, to be often dealing with 
your own hearts. David when he lay under ſome foul diftem- 
per, mark how he deales with his own ſoul : Why art thou 
troubled, O my ſoul, . and why art tbou diſquieted within me ? he 
puts his heart upon the trial. And herein your ſearching work, 
I would commend five things to your examination, ; 
Firſt, Search ho you got your afſurance; Lees 
Secondly, Search how you grounded your aſſurance. | 
Thirdly, Search how you managed your affurance. . .. 
Eourthly, Search what ſhould provoke God to take away 
your aſſurance, „ 1: a x a | 
Fifthly, and laſtly, Search what you would give to God, ſo 
you might regain your. former and won ted aſſurance. Put | 
x eſe queſtions to your hearts; As 4 

Fir, Put upon the ſearch, how you gas your aſſurance, 
lt may be ir was ſuch an aſſurance as you have had ever ſince 
| you were born from your: mothers womb : that you got with- 
out care, and without pain; and if fo, this is preſumption,not 
ſaſſurance: and if you have loft this, it is well. It is better to 
be in a ſtate of diſcouragement, then in a ſtate of preſumption. 
2 . Secondly, 
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150 Secondly, Examine how you grounded your  affarance, It 
may be you botromed it but upon ſelf, not upon Ch riſt. It may 
be, you bottomed it but upon the fantaftical deluſions of your 


own hearts, and not upon the grounded evidence of Gods 


Word; if fo, that your aſſurance have had an ill bottome, it 
is no wonder if God turn ĩt upfide- down. If it be not rightly 
grounded, it will never long be continued. Examine there- 
fore _ what grounds you have bottomed your aſſurance, 
an dif you finde the foundation of your comforts to be ill laid, 
you muſt pluck up all again. | 
Thirdly, Search how you managed your aſſurance. It may 
be you managed your a ſſurance with pride, not humility ; 
it may be with unwatchfulneſs, and careleſneſſe of ſpirit, and 
did yor take notice of thoſe temptations and ſuggeſtions that 
might impair your comforts;% if ſo, it is no wonder if the devil 
ſows tares among your wheatzit is no wonder if the devil have 
ſtolen away your comforts, if you have laid down your watch. 
| Fourthly, Examine what ſpecial cauſe there was in your 
hear ts, that might proyoke God to cloud you in your com- 
forts, and to take away your aſſurance from you. And here 
that you might a ittlebe directed in this ſearch, you may re- 
duce the cauts of your eclipſe, and of the removal of your aſ- 
ſurance, unto this twofold head. Either it hath been the com- 
| miſſion of ſome great tranſgreſſion, or elſe the omiſſion of ſome 


forts. As, | : 
Firſt, the commiſſion of ſome great tranſgreſſion. Great ſins 


they lay a foundation for great diſcomforts in tender conſei- 
| ences. Great fins they lay the conſcience wafte 3 to make it 
that was as a well-trimmed and impaled garden, to be as a 
ruinous wilderneſſe. Great relapſes they bring ordinarily dark 
eclipſes upon the ſoul. And here that I might put you en this 
ſearch, I would adviſe you to ſeach what particular fin it was, 


yoke Gog, to take away your comforts from you. As, 

Firſt, if ſo be God did take away your comforts immedi- 
ately after the committing of any groſſe lin, then you may be 
ſure that fin was the occaſion, Or, 


Secondly, 


weighty duty, that may provoke God to darken your com- 


and how you might know the tranſgreſſion that might pro- 


— 
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] that intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt you had in former time. 


Secondly, If the commiſſion of one fin, do bring upon you 
more then an ordinary meaſure of hardneſs of heart, then you 
may be ſure that was the fin, Or, | 

Thirdly, If any fin makes you remiſſe in ſpiritual duties, 
chat was the fin provoked God to take away your comforts 
from you. And by ſuch a ſearch as this, you might finde out, 
and give a ſhrewd gueſs at the particular provocation, | 

And here the particular tranſgreſſions 1 would have you 
ſearch about, they are ordinarily theſe four, that ingages God 
to take away comforts from a people. As, | 

Firſt, the fin of ſuperciliouſneſs, and uncompaſſio nateneſs 
of ſpirit towards doubting Chriſtians. If a ſoul carries a proud 

nd ſupercilious eye over poor Chriſtians, and carries no 
compallion towards doubting ſouls. God for that fin of wan- 
ting bowels of compaſſion, may bring him to the ſame eſtate, | 
which he could not compaſſionate in other men. | 

Secondly, the ſin of grieving the Spirit; if — grieve Gods 
Spirit, God will grieve yours, Eſa. 63. 10. Or, 

Thirdly, The fin of {piritual pride; ordinarily this may 
be the fin. Or, | 

Fourthly, The fin of worldly-mindedneſſe, or eager purſuit 
after the things of this world. As digging in the earth doth 
endanger a man to be ſtifled with damps; ſo digging and po- 
ring in the world brings but a damp upon a Chriftians com- 
forts, and many times Rifles their aſſurance. As the Sun is 
eclipſed by the interpofition of the Moon between it and our 
fight, ſo if the world once get between the Sunne of righte- 
ouſneſſe and yon, it will eclipſe the Sun that you ſhall not ſee 
the glory of Jeſus Chrift, and ſhall not perceive nor gain 


Secondly, Another cauſe you are to ſearch z If it be not 
the commiſſion of ſome great tranſgreſſion, yet it may be the 
omiſſion of neceflary and weighty duty, and the Lord may 
bring you upon the ſtage of diſcomfort for omiſſion as well as 
commiſſon. If a man do let but a wound go undreſſed, he 
may as well die, as if you knock him with a Beetle upon the 
head: Beloved, If you let your wounds be undreſſed, and let 


| your diſcomforts be unlocked after, and let all run at fixes 


and 
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Secondly, If the commitlion of one fin, do bring upon you 
more then an ordinary meaſure of hardneſs of heart, then you 
may be ſure that was the fin, Or, 

Thirdly, If any fin makes you remiſſe in ſpiritual duties, 
that was the fin provoked God to take away your comforts 
fromyou. And by ſuch a ſearch as this, you might finde out, 
and give a ſhrewd gueſs at the particular provocation, 

And bere the particular tranſgreſſions 1 would have you 
ſearch about, they are ordinarily theſe four, that ingages God 
to take away comforts from a people. As, 

Firſt, the fin of ſuperciliouſneſs, and uncompaſſio nateneſs 
of ſpirit towards doubting Chriſtians. If a ſoul carries a proud 
and ſupercilious eye over poor Chriftians, and carries no 
compailion towards doubting ſouls. God for that fin of wan- 
ting bowels of compaſſion, may bring him to the ſame eſtate, 
which he could not compaſſionate in other men. 

Secondly, the ſin of grieving the Spirit; if you grieve Gods 
Spirit, God will grieve yours, Eſa. 63. 10. Or, 

Thirdly, The tin of {piritual pride; ordinarily this may 
be the fin. Or, | 

Fourthly, The fin of worldly-mindedneſſe, or eager purſuit 
after the things of this world. As digging in the earth doth 
endanger a man to be flifled with damps; ſo digging and po- 
ring in the world brings but a damp upon a Chriftians com- 
forts, and many ti mes hifles their aſſurance. As the Sun is 
eclipſed by the interpofition of the Moon between it and our 
fight, ſo if the world once get between the Sunne of righte- 
ouſncfle and yon, it will eclipic the Sun that you ſhall not ſee 
the glory of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhall not perceive nor gain 


chat intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt vou had in former time. 


| Secondly, Another cauſe you are to ſearch ; If it be not 
the commiſſion of ſome great tranſgreſſion, yet it may be the 
omiſſion of neceflary and weighty duty, and theLord may 
bring you upon the ſtage of diſcomfort for omiſſion as well as 
commitiion. If a man do let but a wound go undreſſed, he 
may as well die, as if you knock him with a Beetle upon the 
heed : Beloved, If you let your wounds be undreſſed, and let 
ycur diſcomforts be unlocked after, and let all run at tixes 
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and ſevens ; if you interrupt in your . duties, it is juft wich 
God to interrupt you in your comforts. If you keep not your 
watch, 'cis no wonder if you are ſurprized. There are many 
Chriſtians that grow careleſſe in keeping communion wich 


God, chat love ſeldome reading, and ſeldome praying, and 
[{eldome examining their own hearts; (alas) menccafting | 
{away their duties, it makes God in judgement, make ſtoppage: 


in a way of comfort. 
Fifth J ; In your (corehing 


VETO r io = 55s 107 oh 
work examine your ſelves what 
you would do in caſe God 


ould reſtore to you your former 


you would think no pains toa much to take, uo Goft zog much 


* 


to give, nothing ſhould be irkſom to yo u that Sd would 


have you perform, in caſe he would give you your wanted 
comforts ? If you finde this teinꝑer of ſpirit in you, this is a 


very ready way to bring on your comforts, and reſtore the 


Joyes'of your ſalvation to you. 


3 i ; I of © en Innen TO 1 
Secondly, Set upon humbling work : the onely way to gain 


embawing bimſelfe, 

ine, I (aw bim ſmitting upon bis thigh, bumbling his ſoul for 

_bis fins. 3 aud ſince I ſaw him, I do earneſtly remember bin, 2 | 
$ — 


— 2 
—— 


what you have loft, is to mourn over your loſſes. Fer. 31. 18, 
19, 20 Sec how Epbraim comes to have his comforts reſtored, | 
when he wept over ls own diſcomfarts : I have beard Epbraim 

ith God, and I ſaid, L Epbraintmy, dear 


will ſhew mercy to him. Flere you ſee lamenting Epbraim 


in the very time of his bemoaning himſelfe, reftored his com- 


forts to him: we hear many lament for their outward lofles, 


but who Jaments for the loſſe of inward comforts 7 And Da- 
vi after he had Joſt his camforts by that great fin of adultery, 


makes ſeven penicential Pſalmes, Pſalmes of Jamencaticn or 
repentance; and he calls one of them, 4 Pſalm to call id re- 
membrance. And as an Author well notes, when David came 


to renew his comforts, he makes a Fan to call to rememb- 


rance thoſe fins that might provoke God to take way his 
comforts from him: So Beloved, let it be your work to make 


* 


| 


1-2 


to remembrance thoſe evils that provoke God to eclipſe your 
comforts to you, and let that humble you. If you cannot 
* & nile . I RM digs Ons > | 


7 


evidences z could you dring your hearts to this temper, that 


ſuch Plalmies in your Cloſets, and make it your practice to call | 
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finde out the Particular fin, labour to humble your foules for | 
| every fin, and then to be ſute you cannot miſſe that. | 
| Thir Would you reſtore your wonted comforts? then 
ſet upon praying work. This courſe you ſinde David took; 
1 Pf! 51. 8. Make ine, O Lord, to bear the voice of joy and glad- 
neſſe, that the bones which thou haſt. broken might rejoyce. Create 
in me d 'uzw heart, andeftabliſy me with thy free Spirit; verſe 13. 
Here you read of Davids praying work, how he poured forth 
his ſoul in prayer, that Sod would reftore to him the joyes of 
his ſalvation.. And here in your praying work I would one- 


F br 
|. Fr pray fore Ane Let of thofe eyils that proyoked 
| God to take yout comforts from yoũ'. 
your prayers moſt againſt thoſe evils that did fo provoke God 
| to cloud your comforts. Fray agaitift them, as againſt the 


| deadlieft enemy you. have in the _R-- | 
, Thirdly, Pray for attaining th6fe graces that may be jnlets 
to ſpiritual comfort, as the graces before named: thegrace of 
| godly ſorrow, the grace of humiliation, the grace of faith,and 
of love to Jefus Chrift. Thus if you fer upon ſeareLings upon 


ae eee eee e way 


' Fourthly, Set upon che work of Meditation; and in this 
work, I ſhall commend four meditations you are to take into 
your thoughts, which thay be very helpful and uſeful to you 
im reſtoring your comforts; Ay. 
© Firſt; Lit your meilitattons run upon this, that ſomerimes 
you ire not ſo pipe ee e own ſpiritual eſtate, 
J...... 
Firſt In a time of deſertion, when God hath left you and 
frownes upon you. 1 3 „ 
Sccondly, In times of temptation, when the devils teinp- 
tations are violent againſt oo. 
| FTbirdly, In times of Relapſe, when you are fallen into ſome 
great lin z at this time you are not ſo competent Judges of 
- | your owneſtate, but Randers by may ſee more of your own 
good, and your own fincerity, then your ſelves may do; as | 
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Ser. 1. of malius ſure aur ef ectual Calling. 
the Proverb is : Many times Lovkers on ſee more then he 
that playes the game; It is true in this. ALooker on may ſee 
: fincericy ſparkle in thy practice, and thy graces ſhine in thy 
p converſatio i, when thou canſt not do it thy ſelfe. A childe 
f sten it blubbers and cries, can ſee nothing of his boo: S0 
— Chriſtians are ſad, and ſullen, and lumpiſn, they can 
hardly read any thing of their evidegoe. Mr. Throgmorten got 
his aſſurance this way, by the Teſtimony of a company of god - 
ly M niſters that they could lay, their foules in his ſouls ſlead. 
Let this therefore run in your Medications, that many times 
ſtanders by and Chriftians that behold your walkings, and (ce | 
your Actions, they may ſee more ground of comfort in you 
then your ſelves can do. N 
Secondly, Meditate and think upon che comforts God gave 
ou in wonted time, and call them to minde. Do as David 
did, Pſa!. 77. Tcalled to mindethe dayes of ald, aud the years of 
many generations. Call rominde ancient dayes, did not God 
8 ſhew thee his face? did not God bear thee in the palmes of 
f his hands ? did not God give! thee-many a ſmile of his coun- 
d tenarice, and nfany a''p edge of his love, even by affliction it 


8 . 
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felfe ? did not God ſet many a ſeal upon thycheart, chat thy 

7 | | comforts were true, thy evidence clear, and thy ends ſincere · 
towards God ? Beloved; call to-mindethe former frame of 

| | thy ſpirit, ho thou waſt in wonted times, and this Medita- | 


is 
0 | tion being backed by Gods Spirit, may be a great meanes to 
u | reſtore thy comforts to thee; paſt goodneſſe ſhould be preſent 
es * Thirdly, Meditate what way it was du got your for- 
te, mer comforts: and aſſurance; and the * — God will | Ex gui gie. 
| anAtifie to reſtore you your comforts again. What Phyſici- i | 
ad ans ſay of the body, We are nonrifhed of thoſe things, of dew uri. 
| which we are —_—_— and generated. So I ſay of comfort: 
p- 0 The very ſame thing that begot comforts, the fame will reſtore 
| your comforts again. Now think upon this in your practice, 
me | and cgnlider, What way did I gain my comforts in yeares 
"of paſt ? did I gain wy comforts by godly ſorrow, and by la- 
ab | menting after God, and by mourning over thoſe abominable 
80 | failings in my practice? now take the ſame courſetoreſtore | | 
2 
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| Qs: - Of making ſure our effectual Calling. Ser. 1 1. ; 
I. | | thy evidences. Coe and mourn in thy cloſer over thy uneven | 4 

| | walking before God. Goe lament for thy ſins, -mourn after | : 

thy Father, and tell him thou art grieved at the heart that he | 5 


is ſo great a ſtranger to thy ſoul. Didſt thou gain thy aſſu- 
| rance in dayes paſt by humbling thy foul often before God? 
| Set upon humbling work again. Didſt thou gain thy comforts 
in dayes paſt by walking cloſely with thy God ? Amend thy | 
paths,and dire& thy wates unto thy Maker for daies to come 
there is the very ſame way to reſtore your comforts, that was 
atfirſtto gain your comforts, ' I 
Fourthly, Let your Meditations work upon thoſe comfort- 
| ing Promiſes in the Goſpel, that hold forth moſt comfort to a 
dejected ſoule. And truly Iam perſwaded, Chriftians Medi- 
tacions running more upon their own. failings, and their own 
| jealouſies, and upon their own miſtakes, then upon Goſpłl- 
IH | promiſes, hath been the great occaſion they have layn ſo long 
1 | under a ſpirit of bondage, and under a dark eclipſe in the 
| 
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want of the comforts of Gods Spirit. Therefore now let your 
Meditations work upon thoſe Promiſes: that hold forth moſt 


A comfort to a dejected and deſerted ſoule. And here 1 ſhall 
Ii | name five or fix moſt comforatble Promiſes in the Word; As 
3:3 | 


mn —&@ OE 


J. 57. 15 The Lord that dwels in the high and holy places, be 
doth revive the ſpirit of the humble, and of the contrite one; So Iſa. 
66.2. The Lord dwels in the Heavens, and yet with him alſo that 
is of an humble and contrite ſpirit, that trembles at bis Words with 
| him will God dwell. So Pſal. 34-18. The Lord is nigh to them 
that are cf 4 broken beart, even them that are contrite in ſpirit. 
| So Luke 4.18, Jeſus Chriſt was auoiuted, that is, appointed by 
| | | God the Father, to preach the Goſpel to the poor, to binde up the 
| 1 | broken in heart, aud to comfort theme that mourn. So Iſa. 66, 10. 
| j The Lord will reſtore comfort tothee,' aud to thy Mourners. And 
| | Heb. 13.12. The Lord will ſtrengtben the weak bands and feeble 
| [ knees. And with that Ln and moſt glorious Goſpel- 
4 promiſe I ſhal end, I/. 3 53, 4,556. Strengthen the weak bands, and 
| | confirm the feeble kyees. This, ſaith God, to weaken Chriſtians, 
| whoſe legs can hardly carry their bodies, and their hands 
9 hardly reach to their mouths. Say unto the weak Chriſtian 
| | in grace, comfort, and confirm and ſtrengthen them: Aud ſay | 


un ta 
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Meditation, to think upon theſe precious Promiſes of the 


Ser. 1 11. of making ſure our effefual Calling 


unto them that are of a fearful heart, Be ftrong ; Poor fearfull 
doubting ſoules, chat feare every temptation, ang feare | 


every corruption, and feare they ſhall: loſe OMe re- 


compence of their reward: Say unto that fearful heart, Be 
ſtrong and fear not. For your God will come with vengeance, even 
God will come with recompence and ſave you. And then the eyes of 
the blinde ſhall be open, and the eares of the deaf ſhall be unſtopped; 
it is not meant of the bodily eye, but thoſe that were blinde, 


their own comforts ; then their eyes ſhall be open. And the 


and could not ſee the myſteries of Chrift, and could not read 


deaf that, as Iſaiab ſaith, refaſed to be comforted, that would | 


not hearken to comfort, but would ſtop their eares againſt all 
comfortable doctrines, and onely give way to ſorrow, their 
eares ſhall be — And the lame men ſhall leap like a 
HH ; the poor halting Chriſtiag, that halts in his comforts, | 
that. is now believing, anon ſtaggering ; now rejoycing,anon 
deſpairing; the poor lame man ſhall leap like a Hart: And 
the tongue of the dumb ſhall ſing : the poor man that could not 
ſpeak one word of his own graces, and of his own comforts, 
and touching his own evidente, The tongue of the dumb ſhalſing. 
O Beloved, here is your work, in caſe you would be Chri- 
ſtians to reſtore your comforts again; fc upon the work of | 


Goſpel, that hold forth moſt comfort to a drooping and defe-" 
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this ſubject, and then I paſſe ito the third poĩnt drawn from 
theſe words, And the Uſe (hall be of Conſolation; from all 
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Wherefore the rather, Brethren, Give all diligence to make your 
Calling and Eledion ſure. 5 1 


HE Doctrine I any yet upon is this, Thet Cbriſbi- 
ans ought to * forth a great deal of diligence to make 

| TH this ſure to their ſouls, that they are effefiually called by \ 
S Jeſus Cbrifil to grace and glory. In the proſecution | 

| of which Fhave gone oyer many particulars. 8 
There remains now onely one Uſe more to diſpatch about 


i Firſt, take this for a truth, that Aſſurance is neceſſary, not 
to 


Aſſurance is but as a comfortable cordial to the ſoul; Grace 
| [is as food to keep the ſoul alive; though you doe want aſſu · 


that hath been ſaid touchin g the aſſurance of our effectual cal- | 
ling, I ſhall only direct my diſcourſe to lay down fix or ſeven | 
'Conſolatory Concluſions to thoſe Chriftians who are effectu · | 
ally called, yet happily have not a ſenfible aſſurance of their | 
own calling, | 5 | 


r the being. but for the wel-being of a Chriſtian. It is not | 
neceſſary to his eſtate, but to his comfort. It is not neceſſary as 
f60d is to the life, but only as Phy lick is to the body. A man 
cannot live without food; a man may live without Phyſick. 


| a very long time in the want of this aſſurance, touching their | 
ſeffectual calling. P/al. 88. It is ſaid of Heman, 14,15,16. _ 
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rance, this Cordial to bear you u 
Secondly, that many of Gods dear children, they may lie | 
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| dothnotonly expreſſe it, as if he had an ordinary trouble of 


comfortable concluſion, That godly men may not onely by 
fits and ſtarts, but for a long time, for many years together lie 


—_— 
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ger. 13. of negking ſure our effeSual Calling 


And was this only a fit of deſertion, or was it a continued a&? 
yes; Verl. 16. Frommy yontb up I ſuffer thy terrours, Iam di- 
| ſtrated, and thy fierce wrath goes over me. Heman lay under the 
ſtate of deſertion from his childhood; for here he tels you 
bis eftate, that he was not troubled for a day, or two, or thiree, 
and then his troubles were over; but from his youth up he 
lay under this perplexity, that he thought God had caſt off his 
ſoule, and the terrours of God lay upon him.: And yet this 
man none queſtions his gdodneſſe. For he was tlie man, as 
Ainſwortb thinles, chat made this Pſalm; and ſure God would 


cauſe hereby he would teach afflicted conſcienees, that they 


under ſad ſufpeiice; concerning their everlaſting eſtate, and 
yet they may have grace at the root for all this. And Heman 


minde z but he expreſſeth it, that he lay under an extraord i- 
ary weight of Gods wrath, Verſ. 7. Thou ha ſt laid me in the 
loweft pit of darkneſs, and inthe deep, and thy wrath it lies heavy 
#pon me. He did even lie, and ſink, in his own thoughts under 
the fenfe af Gods wrath upon him. This therefor is another 


under a ſtate of ſpiritual defertion, For ſome men think of 
Hemen, that be was above threeſcore yeares of age, when he 
wrote this Pſalm; yet from his youth up till that age, he lay 
under this horror and perplexity. 55 
Thirdly, That many of Gods dear children may be ſo long 
plunged under deſertion, and under the want of Aſſurance, 
that they may refuſe and withſtand comforts, when God offers 
it ro them in'the — — and yet may have grace ſtill. As a 


— 


never honour a wicked man to be a Pen- man of the Seripture. 
The Plalm is called a golden Pſalm; and it is fo called, be- 


may from their youth up lie under great horrour, and lie 


man in a feaver, or diſſracted by ſome violent diſeaſe, _ 
you bring him a Cordial that may abate his diſeaſe , the 
man ina fit will through the glaſſe againſt the wall, though it 


be the only meanes of his remedy. It is ſo with. godly men; 
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ſes. Lord, why haſt ibou caf off my ſoule ? aud why haſt thou be 
thy face from me? Mark his complaint: 1 am ready to die. 
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160 Of making ſure our effectual Calling. Ser. 12 | 


| many times they are ſo accuſtomed to ſadneſſe in the want of 
| aſſurance, that they may refuſe comforts when God offers them. 
pſal. 77. 2. It is the ſpeech of Aſaph, my ſoule refaſeth to be 
comforted; a ſtrange ſpeech : Though he was offered comfort, 
vet his ſoule refuſed it. Here then, Beloved, this may be a | 
very great prop to thee,thatthou mayſt ſo long be accuſtomed 
to a courſe of doubting, that thou mayſt refuſe comfort when 
God tenders it, and yet be a gracious heart ſtill. E, 
Fourthly, and this is more comfortable yet. That rather 
chen God will let his people live and die without aſſurance, 
he will work aſſurance in you by a miracle, or by ſome unuſu- 
al or extraordinary way. A famous inſtance you have for this; 
of a Gentlewoman that once lived in this City, (its Mr. Bols | 
tan that relates the ſtory) one Mris Honywead-; who was a 
| famous profeſſor of Religion, and a woman that for many 
| yeares was much troubled in mind for the, want of her aſſu - 
rance. At length there came a Miniſter to her, who endeavour | 
f red to ſettle her hopes and comforts in Jeſus Chriſt; and he 
urging promiles to her, ſhe took it with a kind of indignation 
and anger, that he ſhould offer to preſent any promiſe to her, 
| to whom ſhe thought it did not belong; and having a Venice 
glaſs in her hand, ſhe holds up the glaſſe and faid , Speak | 
no more to me of ſalvation, for I ſhall as ſurely be damned as | 
this poor Venice glaſs ſhall be broken againſt the wall, throws. 
ing it wich all ker force to break it. But it pleaſed God, by | 
| a miraculous providence to preſerve the glaſſe whole. Th 
1 Manifter ſeeing this, took up the glaſs, and ſaid, Behald, Goc 
| myſt by a miracle work faith in.you, before you will believe, 
Andirom chat day, the ſtory ſaithgſhe was a man very ſtro 
in the aſſurance of Gods love. Here you ſee how God did 
indulge the infirmity of his poor ſervant. Rather then thou 
{bals live and die without aſſurance, God will bring it about 
even hy a Miracle y, this woman, It may be, had died unafſu-| 
red, if God bad got confirmed her by ſame unuſual way, 1 
Rove read likewiſe in the Book of Martyrs, of Mr. Glover, that 
all the while he was in priſon, he was under a ſtate of defertle | 
on, and very n:uch clouded in his comforts, and could not 
| have any appreheulicn of Gods love to his loule, Vet when 
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| yet the ſenſe and feeling of thy own graces is ſubject to great 


Ser. 12. of bing, ſare our effedtual Calling. 


found him; and profeſt of himſelfe, he was as full of joy as 
his heart could hold. The Lord made: the very ſight of the 
ſtake to be an inlet to preſent joy. One would have thought 


the Devils in helb cannot piuck the mtaneſt believer out of 
Chriſts hand. Thoſe! vbom thou hoſt gien mes Iwill keep, (aith 
Chriſt, and none all take them from me. Ihe fuumdatian ef God 
Hands ſure; though thy knowledge that thou buildeſt upon 
chat foundation may not be ſure to chee. The Lord knows who 


E . 
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that the fight of the ſtake ſhould have daunted him; whereas 
he then grey moſt conſitlent mmm. 
Fifthly, That though grace in thy heart be unchangeable, 


2 


variation and change. Grace in it ſelfe is unchangeable. All 


ere bis, though thou mayſt not. Grateic ſelte ia not changea- 
ble, though thy feeling of grace is ſubiec to many. alceraci- 
ons and changes. Though grace it be anainſhaken ſoun- 


dation, yet our feeling of grace is not ſao. In our feeling of | 
grace, we are like the alreg ſometimes clears ſometimes clou- 
dy; we are like the Sea; ſometimes ebbing, ſometimes flow 
ing s ehbing in your comfarta, as well as e vour 
graces. Believers in their feeling of grace,2 are ike che trees 
of the field; ſomerimesfloutiſhing, green and gromings ano. 
ther time at the fall of the leaſe, like a withered ſtum̃p. So | 
are Chriſtians touching their own feeling); their apprehenſion 
of their graces is ſubject to much change; though their graces 
be not ſo . „ 1 „ 1059 117 20 wor Ativd wo, 
- Sixthly, That the want of Afyrance.is-nor ſimply prejudi-| 
cial to the ſalvation of a;Chriftian', though ie be prej ciat| 
to the conſolation of a Chriſtian. ; It is no way prejudicial 
to your ſalvation, but you may be ſaved, though you are not 
aſſurt d. For firſt, this want of aſſurance is no prejudice to 


yoùr free aceeſſe to the Thr one of grace : y may come 


aſſured of acreptance. As it is the ſaying of an Authour : 
Though God ihewes thee not his face, yet he may lend thee | 


freely to preſent, your requeſts to God though yon age not 


his eare, when thou commeſt to h = in prayer; God Jends ma. 
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he came to S and lam che ſtake, and the fre in which | 
he was to be burnt, he: cried out, have found him, have 
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' 162 of making ſure our cfedual Calling. Ser.: 2. 
ny a Chr iſtian an ear in prayer, though they ſee not his face, 
nor the glimpſe of his favour. Secondly, Thy want of Aſſu- 
rance ſhall not hinder thy ſucceſs in prayer, but thou maiſt go 
away with an ample returne, though thou doeſt not go away 
with fulneſs of comfort. Benjamin when he was with Joſeph 

in Egypt, he had a token of love from Feſeph, a golden Cup 

in his ſack, though he knew it not. This is a lively Embleme 
of the carriage of our Joſeph, Jeſus Chriſt, to his young 

1 Benjamins, who may put a love token in your hearts, and may 

give you a golden cup, and give you grace, and you not know 

that grate is there.. And laſtly, it doth not kinder your recon- 
ciliation, but yu may be at peace with God, though yon 
know not that the agteement ĩs made up; there may be: reall | 

friendſhip between God and a Believer, though there may be j 

ſome ſeeming enmitic. Tbox boldeſt me fer thine enemy, ſatth Fob, | 

| yet God did not, though he thought ſo. Zion ſaid, the 

| hath forſaken wr, aud my God hath forgotten me, Iſa. 39. 14. But 

| God had not done ſo, for he tels them a little before, almoſt in 

one breath, Thoigh a Mother may forget ben fucking childe, yet | 

J wil I not forget yon 1 So that there may be ſome feeming jars | 

[ when there is no enmity at all between God and you. 

Seventhly; TharChriſtians who have attained the ſtrongeſt 

and highefl Aegree of faith ;/ have yer had muny defects and 

doubtings mingled with cheir falt. Lord, © believe, Mark 9. 

Tet hel} wy unbelieſe, yet that man atrained to a high pitch of 

faith, 1 Theſe 3.10. Night and day we pray'exceedingly for you, | 

that we may ſee your face, and perfect that which is wanting in | 
| your faith, Now you muſt not take theſe Ibeſſaloni ans; as if 
they were new Cofiverts,0b4/peoplewabk in the faith 3 but 
herein lies the Emphafis, thut though chefe Theſ#lonians were 
the moſt eminent Chriſtians of all the world, yet they had a 
great defect in their faich. ' Therefore compare this with 
1 Def. 1. 7 8. Ton-were examples' $0! all that believe in Mace- 
donia, and Acttaia; fo? from 5 founded oxrthe word of the Lord 
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not onely in Matedenia and Neha; ht alſo br every place your | 
faith to Godward is ſpread abroad. The people in every place 

55 ſpake of the great meaſure of faith that was in the godly peo- 

ple of this Church, and yet though their faith was ſo 1 
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Ser 2. Of making/ars.our. eff. Cabling. 


ſeffectual cal ling, when you are not, take this concluſion to 


| — called by Jeſus Chriſt. There is no man ſo unlikely to 


[becauſe I would have no deluded ſinner nuzz led up in preſum- 


and they Chriſtians ſo eminent as they were, yet they had ſome, 
defects, and they had ſomewhat lacking in their faith for all | 
this. See alſo Fſal. 55. 5, and Pſal. 77,. So that here is very 
great comfort for Believers , that the ſtrongeſt Chriſtians in 
the Faith have had great defects that have attended their 


races. e — irie a E 
? Thus having finifhed theſe {even comfortable Concluſions, 


ous perſwaſions of his own bleſſedneſſe, when he is a cur- 


| 5 man, and defigned for hell; I have two or three fad con- 


clufions to lay down, for all you that harbouf groundleſſe 
and preſumptuous perſwaſions of your effectual calling, when 


you are not. As, | | ; 
Firſt, You that nouriſh preſumptuous perſwafions of your 


read your hearts, That it is likely you ſhall never be effettu 


were righteous, and in their own eye thought they had grace 
and were as good as the beſt, I r Grit, to call | 


unlikely to be called that nouriſh ungrounded perſwations of 


be truly called by Chriſt, as that man that thinks he is called 
when he is not. Matth. 9. Icame not to call the Righteous, but 


ſinners to repentance, * — men 2. e. ae they 


them, but ſimners, i. e, ſinners that ſee their ſin, and ſee their 
need of a Saviour, and are ſenſible of their loſt and undone 


condition without Chriſt, Chriſt came to ſave them, and to 
call them to repentance: Of all men in the N are moſt 


your eſfectual calling. ä 
Secondly, whilſt you live in this world, you are meere 
ſtrangers to that inward and ſpiritual joy which every true 


[ſuffering can daunt him. 


| meddle with thoſe inward. ſolaces, and ſweet enjoyments of heart, 


Believer feeles and findeth by Jeſus Chrift, You do not inter- 
| which every fincere Believer hath in Jeſus Chriſt, A man that 


hath affarance upon good ground, he is ſo filled with joy, that 
it will bear him up againſt all the ſufferings and ſorrowes he 
may meet with here in the world. He that. hath afſurance, no 

As Adelpbus Clarebachins, when he 


Gods 


was burning at the ſtake, he ws ſo filled with the affurance of 
| 2 
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Gods love. that he ſaith of himſelf, I think in my heart, there 


is not a merrier heart in the world, then mine is. And fo 
another Martyr burning at the ſtake ſaith, I taſte as much 
ſweetneſs, and finde as much eaſe now I am in the flames, as if 
lay upon a bed of Roſes. The fulneſs of his joy in the aſſu- 
rance of Gods love, made him willingly undergoe any tor- 
ment. Mr. Saunders was in priſon, till he was in priſon; 
Bainam ſaid when he was in the fire, I feel no more then if I 
were in a bed of down. Whereas, thou that harboureſt falſe 
perſwaſions, thy hopes will ſhrink when thou commeſt to 
ſuffer, like cloth not well woven, on a rainy day 5 thy deluſi- 
ons will never bear up thy ſpirit to ſo high a pitch as thele are, 
This is thy miſery, thou wilt never have that ſweee peace and 
re joycing in thy heart Believers have, who are aſſured upon 
„ r 3 „ 497785150 ih 

Thirdly, take this for thy dread, that thou wilt be thrown, 
into hell before thou art aware. It is the ſpeech of Mr Belton. 
That man that takes up a falſe perſwaſion of his effectual cal- 
ling, when he is not, he is like unto a man that is in a plea- 


fant dream, who dreames he is a King, and hath a Kingdome, 
and hath Treaſures full of Silver and Gold; yet when he a- 
wakes; behold the man hath nothing. He compares him like- 
wiſe to a man that is aſleep upon the Maſt of a Ship; he is in 


a golden dream, and dreams of Kingdoms, and of thouſands 
which he hath, and happily in a moment tlie wind ariſeth, the 


ſhip is toſſed upon tłie wavet, and the man is tumbled into the |. 


Ocean and drowned. © It is ſo wich many men, who nouriſh 
golden dreames and hopes that heaven is theirs, and Chrift 
theirs; when as (alas) they are tumbled and thrown into hell, 
before they are aware. And this ſhould be a dreadful medita- 
tion to thy heart, that harboureſt preſumptuous perſwaſions 
of thy effectual calling, when thou art nor. 
Thus I have done in eleven Sermons with this Doctrine, 
touching effectual calling. I paſs now to the chird and laſt 
point, drawn from theſe word: and that ie, f 


That Cbriſtiaus ought to put forth a great deal 'of diligence to | 
make this ſure to ibeir fouls, that they are eternally elected h God to 


life and ſalvation, Give diligence to make your calling and e- 
lection ſure. ä 


2 
9 
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There 
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There are many profitable points to be handled in the diſ. 
atch of this Doctrine, i ſhal] only in this remnant of time pro- 
fon a few. And firſt I ſhall ſhew you what rleRion is: 
| Secondly, whether a man may be ſure of his own Election, 
ſeeing election is an act from eternity. How can a man be ſure 
of that which was done in Gods couucel before we had a be- 
1 what diſcoveries may a man infallibly judge 


ing? Thirdly, b 
that he is electe 
In the diſcuftion of this Doct 
What election is? 
Which that you may kno 
ſcription of it. | | 
Eledtiou is an eternal decree or purpoſe of God, whereby be hath 
freely choſen out of the maſs of mankinde, a ſmall eompany of men 


and women, that ſhall come to everlaſting life and ſalvation by Fee 


rine, I begin with the firſt, 


w, I ſhall lay down this brief de- 


And here in this deſcript 


| though a man be not juſtified from eternity; yet he is elected 


from eternity. God from eternity had I that man 
ſhould be jaftified, and ſhould be called, and ſhould be ſaved. 
ection is from eternity, though vocation, juſtification, and 


glorification be not ſo. Hence you read in Scripture , when 
it ſpeaks of Election, Eph.n.4. He bath elecled us in Chriſt, before | 
rhe foundation of the world. But it is never ſaid ſo of Juſtifca- 


tion. God had a pu 
to call us in time, and a purpoſe to juitifie us from cternĩty, 


Secondly, I call it a purpoſe, whereby be doth freely cbuſe. 
| this I doe in oppoſition to that Papiſtical Tenet, that God doth 
predeſlinate or ele& men to ſalvation, upon the foreſight of 

good works. A moſt abominable opinion, and takes off the | 
freenefſe of this act of Gods election, 2 Tim. i. 9. Nt according. 

to our works, but according to his ogn purpoſe. and grace: ſol lay 
thirdly, Whereby God deth freely chuſe out of the maſſe of man- 
linde a few to obtain life and ſaluation. In: oppoliticn to thoſe 
that hold for univerſal redemption, and univerſal Grace As 
Origen, and from him many more have been tainted with this 


_ 


Pay 
— 


ſus Chriſt. This is election. 6 04 as 
ion there are theſe things to be 
taken notice of. Firft, I call it an eterne! purpoſe 3 becauſe, | 


ſe to make us happy, and a purpoſe | 
though the acting of this purpoſe is in due time fulfilled, 
And | : 


error, 
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| of making ſure our effeFuall Calling. Ser. 1 2. | 


vils at the day of judgment ſhall be ſaved: which is an opi- 
nion among Chriſtians not to be named; for Election Be- 


Q. 2. 


error, to hold Election univerſal. And ſo many of the Pa- 
piſts : Now che Scripture tells us, that many are called, kut 
few are chiſen, Election ſignifies a choice; now a choice, the 
very word emports a reſecting of ſome, and a culling out 
of others. The word Ele&ion imports, that all haſt not 
be ſaved. Origen held this, that all men ſhould be ſaved; 
that Election ſhall extend to every man. Yea, the very De- 


longs but to a few. Fourthly, I ſay, that tis to bring them to 
eternal life and ſalvation; therefore called ordination to | 
eternal life, Act. 13.48. | 
Secondly, Whecher may a Chriftian in this life be aſſured 
of his eternal Election; foraſmuch as Election was done in 
the decree of God, before ever he had a being, or the world 
was ? Therefore ſeeing we are not privy to Gods decree and 
councel, how can it be ſaid, that we may know and be aſſu- 
red of our Eternal Ele&ion? Indeed the Papiſts they beat 
down this Doctrine. And hence it is that in the Councell of 
Trent there was this Canon made, that if any man ſhould ſay 
he was bound to believe that he was of the number of them 
that God hath predeſſinated, or elected to life, let him be an 
accurſed man. They did endeavour to beat down aſſurance, 
and held,that all thata man could have, muſt be onely a con- 
jectural aſſurance, or ſome kinde of hopes of ſalvaiton, and 
no other. Now that you might not erre in this point, ſee 
what the Scripture ſpeaks in this caſe. That though Election 
be an act of God from eternity, yet a believer may firmly and 
fully know his own election: And this I ſhall make good by 
ſeveral places of Scripture. Read Luke 10. 20. Rejoyee not, 
ſaith Chriſt to his diſciples , that you have power to caſt out 
Devils, that they are ſubjed to you, but rather rejoyce in this, that 
your names are written in the book of life. That is, rejoice not 
that y ou can work miracles z that wicked men can doe that 
are not elected; but rather rejoy ce that your names are writ- 
ten in the book of life; that is, that in Gods decree you are | 
elected to ſalvation. Now, how could they rejoyce, unlefle 


they knew this? So, 1 Thef. 1. 4. Knowing brethren, beloved, 
b Leut 


NO e —_ 


your election of God. The Apoſtle takes it for granted, that be- 
lievers did know they were elected. So Eybeſ. 1. 3, 4, 5. The | 
Lord bath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, accor- 
ding as be bath choſen us in him, before the foundation of the world 
was, having predeſtinated us to the adoption of children by Feſus 
Chriſt. Many more Scriptures I might urge, but in the mouth 
of two or three witneſſes, it is enough to confirme every 
truth: i = 
But now, though the Scripture be thus clear, yet there are 
ſome objections that ſeemingly oppoſe this truth, which 
muſt ſatisfie. The Papiſts, as far as I have read in their wri- 
tings, I finde five objections they draw from Seripture againſt 
this truth, that a man may be affured of his Election: for, 
| ſay they, it was an act of Gods} done before we had a being, 
and how can we be aſſured of that? I will therefore, beloved, 
firſt produce thoſe Scriptures that they pretend wil overthrow 
chis point, and then take off what ſeemes to make againſt it. 
The firft Text they urge, is 1 Pet. 1. 17. Paſſe the time of your ſe- 
journing here in fear. This Scripture (ſay they) bids us paſle | 
our time in fear; and if ſo, then we cannot be aſſured # ang 
Election, but we muſt fear all the daies of our life , whether 


„ 7 


we are elected or no. 1 den 
To this I (hall anſwer briefly. Vou muſt know the fear that 
the holy Ghoſt here preſſeth, that men ſhoald paſſe their time 
in fear, is not meant of a fear about our election; but it is 
meant of a feare of ſin; that we muſt not finne againft God, 
bat feare God, and feare to provoke God by our ſinne. And 
if you ask how this appeares, I make it appear plainly das ; 
for verſ. 18. it is ſaid, — that yon arc not redee- 
med with corruptible things, as Silver and Gold,” but with the pre- 
cious blood of Chrift, cc. Now this verſe provesclearly , that | 
they knew they were redeemed by Chriſts blood, and ſo by 
conſequence knew their Election. Therefore the Apoſtle did 
not preffe a fear, to beat down the knowledge of their 'ele&i- 
on; bat, paſſe your time in fear, i. e. fear to offend God, and fear 
to fin againſt him. f 8 IIS 
Another obje&ion they urge is this: The Scripture, ſay they 
doth often commend feare to us; and ſurely four we! affu- 


— 3 Tance 


—_— 
4 9 
— — — — — Y 


— — * 
. * = 3 * * 1 
* 7 Sa 


3 * — — — W 
BY = 0 = 
RS — — 


—— nn, 
1 2 


1 
: 2 * —— pr — 4 N — 
— - — = — 
. — =; „ =—_ — - 1 — 
8 * - - — * . a. * — : | — 
2 — * 
© - 8 — 
— = J 
> = 
a 3 r 
* — Roe = EDT 
= ——— 
= pe - — 21 ca — I 
. = * — — = 
| —— PEP TPO. Fa. = — — = 
— — _— ——ů <A CE m—_ 
ps — NES K ny 4 2 * = — 1 FREE 3 = „ 
E py was =y — * en 4 = 3 8 4 o - 
i IT _ . — Mn ap A FA i -=® o \ 
\ 5 —— — — A A” v2 — — ä m 
— 24 ' 3 3 — . E — * — 2 5 2 a J — — 
* NN — 2 K F 9 
2 IT - — 7 * ** 4 * — pu £ - _—— 
_ 7 OM” — — TC . e | 
2 — * = * , ny \ 
N Lap — ; : 
hs *p MAT — - Dn = 
p . 2 — 1 3 _ 
- 8 l gee I, \ 


of making ſure our effedtual Calling, Ser. 12 


rance cannot ſtand together. Prov. 28. 14. Bleſted is the man 
thut ſeareth alraies. Now, if a man muſt alwaies fear, then the 


| 


grace, or a falling away finally after election, for that is im- 


che meaning is this, Let bim that thinks be lands, i. e. that 


| 


| 


| is nota fear of oureverlaſting eftate, but onely a feare in op- 
| poſition to hardneſſe of heart in wicked men, that go on in a | 


meſt a man can have is hope; and ſo hang between hope and 
fear all our daies. To which I anſwer. | 

That the fearing alwaics, which Solomon annexed bleſſed- 
neſſe unto. is not meant of the fear about a mans election, but 
only a fear to ſin againſt God. And if you ask me how that 
appeares, read the whole verſe, Bteſſed is the man that feareth 
alwayes, but he thet hardens his heart ſhall run iuto miſebiefe. 
Now mark, by the Antitheſis it is apparent, that fear there, 


courſe of fin. | 
Another place they urge is x Cor. 10. 12. I/herefore let him 
that thinks be ſtands, take heed left he 2 Now, ſay they, the 
Scripture tells us, that every man, though never ſo firm, as 5 
25 about his election; yet he muſt take heed, he may fall 
from grace, and be damned for all this. Now by way of anſwer 
to this, Iwould lay down two things. "T4 | 
Firſt, The Apoſtle doth not ſpeak of men that have a 
grounded aſſurance of their election; but to men that lie in 
carnal ſecurity, and have deluded perſwaſions of their good 
eſtate, and thig appeeres by the Text; for he ſaith, let him. 


that thinks be ſtauds. He doth not ſay, let bim that ſtands; for 
he cannot fall, but he that thinks be ſtands, Thoſe men that 
nouriſh preſumptuous and 8 perſwaſions, that they 


ſcbat man take heed leſt he fall into ſinne. Now a man may | 
take heed of falling into finne, yet no way queſtion his aſſu- 
france. And if you ask how I make it appear that this is the 


are in a good eſtate, and in a happy condition, let them take 0 
eedꝭ left they fall. a | 5 = 
Secondly, the falling here is not meant « falling away from 


poſſible ; butit is onely meant of a falling into fin : and ſo 
inks he is 


rong in grace, and ftands upon his own legs, let 


intendment and ſcope of the place; I anſwer, by the Con- 
text. Read the foregoing verſe , Let us not tempt Chriſt, as they 1 


— 


temp tec 
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Ser. 12. of making our Eleckion ſure. 


tempted bim; let us not us murmur, as ſome of tbem murmured, for 
theſe things hapued to m for enſamples, and are written for our | 
admonition, Therefore let him that tbiubeth he flands, take heed 
leſt be fall. As much as if he ſhould ſay, you have here ſeen 
ſome men fall into finne, you have heard ſome men murmur, 
ſo ne men tempt Chrift; this ſhots make you afraid, left 
you fall into finne, and iuffer the puniſhment they did. But 
what is this co the denying of aſſurance, that men cannot be 
aſſured of their Election 

Another place th-y urge alſo, is P51, 2. 12. Peri out your 
ſalvation with fear aud trembling. Now lay they, if a man muſt 
work out, and ca ry on the buſineſs of his ſalvation with fear 
and trembling, then ſurely a man can never be aſſured in this 
life of his election. To which I anſwer, 

That fear and trembling there ſpoken of, is not a fear and 


trembling. in oppoſicion to the aſſurance of our election; but 
in oppoſition to that carnal ſecurity, and ſinfull dependance 
upon our own ſtrength; This is apparent in the next words, 
For it is God thet worketb in you the will and the deed ; And there- 
fore, becauſe you have no ſtrength of your own, and no pow- 
er of your own to doe any thing, therefore fear and tremble 
in that regard, 

Secondly, fear and trembling may very well be conſiſtent 
with this grace of aſſurance; for we read, Pſal. 2.11, Rejoyce 
in the Lord with trembling. You may fear, and yet rejoyce al- 
ſo. So Pal. 5. 7. As for me, I will come into thy houje in the multi- 
tude of thy mercies, and in thy fear I will worſhip towards thine 


holy Temple. Here is fear, and confidence in the mercies of God 


joyned together; to ſhew, that feare and affurance may ve- 


ry well be conſiſtent each with other. But then they object, 
how can this be? for Jobn ſaith,perfect love caſteth out feare. | 
anſwer,that though Toby ſaith, perfect love caſteth out fear: yet 
Job doth not ſay, that imperte& love caſteth out feare, Now. 
in this life our love is imperie&, and therefore mixt with 
| feare 3 but in Heaven our love is perfect, and ſo caſts out all 
feare. So that ſtill this makes nothing againſt us, but that a 


man may have a grounded aſſurance of his eternal Election. 


* 


Another place they object 1 11.20. Be not high minded, | | 
22a F Lat!“ 
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but fear. To this I anſwer : Theſe words are not ſpoken of 
fearing our Election, that we ſhould fear whether we are ele · 
cted or no. But ſerves to beat down any opinion of our own 
ighteouſneſs, as if we were therefore accepted of God; and to 


ke: pus from inſulting over the rejected ſewesznow that we are 


taken in, in their room. 
One Scripture more (which indeed is the main Pillar they 


reſt upon) is, Rom. 11 34. Vbo hath known the mind of the Lord? 


or who hath been his Counſellcur ? Here, ſay the Papiſts, the Scrip- 
rurechallengeth any man in the world to come forth, and ſay 
that he knows Gods mind; by Gods mind is meant Gods de- 
cree. And here Paul challengeth all, that no man knows the 
decree of God from eternity. Therefore, if no man knowes 
the minde of God, then in none know their own Electi- 


on, for that is Gods minde, and s decree: this they hold | 


an undeniable Argument. 


* 1 
And here tc ſatisfie you in this Scripture, I ſhall lay down 


three things. 85 
Firſt, When it is faid, No man knows the minde of God; nor 

uo man is his Counſellour: this doth hold true, that no man 

knows the minde or decree of the Lord, touching other mens 


Election. The Apoſtle doth not ſpeak this, as if no man knew | 
Gods minde about his-own,. but about other 2 Election, 


who are elected, and who are not; for that is the ſcope of the 
place. The Gentiles, they thought all the Je es were damned 


men; and they cenſured and vaunted over them. Now, ſaith 
Paul, None k nows Gods minde concerning others, whether 


heey ſhall be ſaved or damned, while they are in this world. 


Sccondly, no man knows the mind of the Lord in this ſenſe, | 


that is, ſo as to give a reaſon of Gods decree; why God did 
decree this, and decree that; why God did chuſe Peter, and not 
ele& Iudas; no man knows the reaſon of Gods decree, and of 
his Wayes. | | | | 


Thirdly, No man knows the mind af the Lord, that is, no : 


man knows Gods decree, by looking upon ir alone; but b 


of making our Election ſure. © Ver. 12. 


— — 


bringing down Gods ſecret will to his revealed will; and ſo 
we may know his decree. I may make ute of that place, Kon. 


10. 8. Let no man ſuy, I will aſcend up to heaven to fetch Cbxiſt ö 


tbeuce; 
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SSN the proſecution of this ſubject, you may remember 


"| Seb fare to their ſouls, that they are eternally elected by God 


** 


| Ber. 1 "I of making our Election fare. | 


{ thence , but what ſaith the word ? the word is is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth. Truſt to that. As if he ſhould ſay, Let no man think 
to know Gods decrees by going into heaven, and there ſear- 
ching into Gods decrees, for that he cannot doe; but look 
upon the word, and there he ſhall finde whom God hath ele- 
| &ed, and decreed to fave, 1 Cor. 2.16, No man can know by 
looking barely upon the decree; but if we compare Gods 
| decree with his word, and from the word look upon them that 
are elected, we may eaſily know whether we are elected or no. 
| Which puts me upon the third head premiſed, How a man. 
may be aſſured in his own ſoule, that he is elected to life and 
] ſalvation by God the Father. | 


FF 


SERMON. XIII. | 


5h 2 Pet. . 106. 
Wherefore the rather, Bretbrew, Give all diligence to make your 
Calling and Election ſure. | : 


the laſt Doctrine I drew forth was this,Thet Chriſi i- 
ans ſhould put forth a great deal of diligence to make this | 


517 


tbe Father. In the handling of which, I have ſnewn 
you, 1. What Election is. 2. That the people of God may 
make ſure their owne Election, though done from all eter- 
nity. = 
j come now to ſhew you how the people of God may b 
aſſured in their one hearts that they are eternally elected. 
And here, ro compaſſe this knowledge or affurance of our 


Election, I doe not onely carry it ſo farre as the Papiſts doe, 
ä Z 2 Eo that 
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chat ſay, you may have a perſwaſion, which they cal Fides 
conjecturalis, a conjectural faith, or hope you may be ſaved; 
but will not come up ſo farre as the words of my Text, to be 
ſure of it. Now ſhould a man uſe no more then the words 
of the Text, in that it is preſſed as a command, it is an argu- 
ment it may be made ſure to a mans own ſelf. For no man is 
bound to an impoſſible thing; and in that it is a thing requi- 
Nemo tenc- | red, to be aſſured of our election, the Scripture would never 
wy 3 oblige our obedience to that which is impoſſible in it ſelſe. ] 
pPibile. |} doe not drive ſo faronely, but farther. What ſhould an elect 
man doe to be certainly perſwaded that he is cternally elected 
by God to obtain life and ſalvation. I am now handing a 
'| do&rineto be trembled at, while you are attending to it. 
And in the reſolving this quere, you muſt take this rule; chat 
you cannot get aſſurance by aſcending into Gods decree, but 
by deſcending into your own hearts, ſearching them by the 
word whether thoſe ſaving effects, which God doth work in 
an elc& perſon, be wrqyghtin your foules or no: and that is 
the way to come to a ſure and certain knowledge of your ele. 
S ion. The knowledge of your election is not attainable by 
aſcending into Gods decree ; for who hath made you bis Goun- 
ſellers, Nor is it enjoyned you by way of Revelation, That 
m_ unſure ground, and you may runne into Enthufiaſme, | 
as well as perſwaſiou about your election. It is not done by 
| Revelation, neither againſt nor without the word, What | 
| ever teſtimony there is, if it come not from the word, you | 
may ſtiſpect ittobe a deluſion. Now the ſafeſt way, (though | 
i know much cried down) for you to go by in ſearching whe- 
thcr you are in the number of Gods ele, is to ſearch into 
your own hearts, whether thoſe things be wrought in you, | 
which are-wrought.in thoſe whom God hath elected to life 
and falvation:and here] ſhal content my ſelf wich the naming | 
of ſix ſaving effects. VV = 
Firſt, every man that is elected, ſooner or later, ſhall be ef- 
fectually called, and favingly converted by the power of the 
word. This the Apoſtle laies down, 1 Theſ. 1. 4, 5. Knowing 
brethren, Lelgved, your elefiion of Cod. How . ſhould this be 
> | known ? Verſ. 5. Fir our word came not toyou in word onely, but| 
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in poper, and in the holy Gbeſ: that is, 7 Goſpel did not 
'_ 


come in word onelv, to affect yor* ears, yd reft there; but 
our word came with power, being backt with the operation 


of the Spirit, for your converiion. This work all men that | 


are elected, ſooner or later muſt come under; to have the 

ower of the word com: with aurh-rity vyan Conſcience, for 
bis effeCtyal calling. So Rom. 8. 30 Vbom he predeſtinated whom 
he appointed to life, them be called, And therefore, Be] oved, 


{ who ever you are, if you live and die without having the po- | 


— 


wer of the Word to pals upon your ſoule, for your effectual 
Calling, you may lay your h:ar's under this Concluſion, that 
ou are no elected by God to ob:ain life and ſalvation. For, 


hom be hath predeſtinated, them he calls. 


Secondly, a man that is elected by God to life, ſooner or | 


later God will ſanctiſie him by renewing and regenerating! 
race: And this is onely different from the former in degree; 
for calling is ſanctificatĩion begun. Now, when God elects a 
man, he doth not onely begin the work of grace, but he car- 
ries it on in a courſe of ſanctification. And of this your read 
2 Tbeſ. 2. 12,13. We are bold to give thanks to God alwaies for you, 
beloved of the Lord, becamſe God h ath fromthe beg iuniug choſen you 
to ſalvation, through functi cation of the Spirit, and beliefe of the 
truth. If God hath from the beginning choſen a man to ſal- 
vation, the Lord doth it through ſanctification; not for ſan- 
 &ificarion, as the Papiſtsſay, or for faith foreſeen, but it is 
through it, as a means hereby we are bronght co ſalvation ; 
ſanRifcation ſh: Hrunne through our lives, as water through 
a channel. So, I Pet. 1.2. They that are elected according to the 
foreknewlecge of God the Father, by Chriſt, ibroug h ſanctification. 
So 2 Tim. 2.21. And therefore beloved, if men live and die, and 


| 


have not the power of ſanctify ing grace upon their hearts and 


are not elected; becauſe this you ſee clearly, that at one time 

or other God will work this in — dans 2 gs te : 

' Thirdly, men elected by God to life and ſalvation ſh1l ſoo- 

ner or later be brought into a ſtate of believing, Acts 13.48. As 

many as were ordained to eternal life believed. No man that is 
| ordainedto eternal life, but ſnall be brbught to a believing 


eſtatt. 


ll. 
- "2 — _ — ——— 


conſciences, and working in their lives, doubdefs' thoſe men 
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-| onely they; and therefore in a peculiar manner, called the 


eſtate. And therefore men living and dying in a ſtate of unbe- 


liefe, are not elected. Hence you read, Tit.1.1. it is called, 
faith of Gods elect; implying, that all that are elected, be- 
ore they die ſhall have faith; and none ſhall have faith, but 


faith of Gods elect, appropriated only to them. 

Fourthly, That man that is elected, ſooner, or later before 
he dies, God will werk in his heart a ſpecial delight in, and an 
intire love to the word preached. This you have expreſſed, 
Jebn 8.47. He that is of God, heareth Gods word; therefore ye are 
not of God, becauſe ye bear not his words, To be of God, that is, 
to belong to God by election. Nou, he that is of God, God 


| an ele& man, love to the people of God, and compaſſion to 


will in time make him hear his word with delight and love; 
ar he that takes no delight therein, is not elected of God. 


1 Jobn 4.5, . | ; | __- 
Fifthly, The Lord will ſooner or later work in the heart of 


_ who are not the elect and choſen one of God, Col. 3. 12. 
Put om 45 the elect of God, bowels of mercy and loving kindneſs.The 


thus much, Put on as the elect of God, Cc. As if it were a thing 
ordained to, and inſeparable from an ele& man, after his effe⸗ 


thoſe that are not called, and that he ſhould have loving kind - 
neſs towards thoſe that are called. For a man that is once ele- 
ced, and hath the execution of chat decree in effectual calling, 
it is proper to him to have bowels of mercy. | 


new courſe of living, and of obedience, from what he had in 
times paſt. 1 Pet. 1. 2. Tow are elected according to the foreknowledg 
e God through ſanetiſication tu obe diees; that though you were 
diſobedient-before, ferving divers luſts, yet God, if 


Sixthly, God will ſooner or later work an elect man 3 a 


if he hath 
choſen you, will bring yeu in a courſe f obedience, Rom. 8. 
29 He bath predeſtinated us. What to doe what: we might be 
con formable tothe image of bis Sn. Got intends, that that per- 


* 


ſon whom he chooſeth to lite, ſhould:bejcenformable to Jeſus} 


Apoſtle there by the manner of phraſe doth ſeem to intimate 


| 
| 


&ual calling, that he ſhould have bowels of mercy towards: 


| 


| 
| 


Chriſt, and that he ſhall live another manner{-f life then be- 
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tore; that though he hath formerly been ſubject to ſinne and 
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_ 5 yet then he ſhall walk in waies of obedience to Jeſus 
rift. | 

Thus having briefly finiſhe theſe heads, Ihave onely foure 
or five cautions to lay down, to bound what hath been faid 
within the limits of truth. As, | 

Firſt, Take notice, that theſe fix defects do not extend to 
children who die while they are children, but to men and wo- 
men that are grown in years. A-childe that cannot act reaſon, 
as he is a childe, cannot have any of theſe particulars wrou gh 


childe, as it is an infant, hath not converſion in that way a man 
hath, though it hath ſome what equivalent to it; as ſomewhat | 
like ſanctification, and ſomewhat like that faith men of years 
have; but what that is, and how wrought, man cannot de- 


termine. In preſſing of this therefore, I ſay, it doth not ex- 


tend to children who die in their infancy, but onely to men 
come to years of diſcretion, if they live and die without ha- 
— thele ſix effects, they may conclude, they cannot be ele- 

Secondly, that the want of theſe ſix particulars for a time, 


on (which is Gods firſt dealing with a finner) an ele& man 
may be as vile, and as bad as any wicked man alive. As the 
Apoſtle Paul tells us, Titus 3:3. 1a times paſt we were alſo diſo- 
bedient, and ſerved divers lufts, and lived in pleeſure and exceſl, 
c. So x Tim. 1.12. So that the want of this for a time, is no 
argument of a mans non- election, for then it would follow, 
a man unconverted is no ele& man, vhich would croſſe the 
whole tenour of Scripture : But a man living and dying with 
out theſe, doth not belong to the election of grace. 
Thirdly, I do not preſſe the having of theſe effects actually, 
if you have them habitually. = meaning is this: A man may 
be elected, and yet may not act any thing anſwerable to e ffe- 


nor act any thing in a way of ſanctiſication; yet, if you have 

theſe habicually, in the habit of them, theſe may be teſtimo- 

nies or evidences of election. | £ 5 
Fourthly, I do not preſſe the having of theſe effects ſenſibly ! 
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in him, at leaftin that way and manner men of years have. A 


is no Argument of a mans non election; for before converſi- | 


Rual calling, nor act with any delight and love tothe word, |. 
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to be an evidence of election, if ſo be you have them really. 
There are many men have theſe really, when they have them 
not in their own apprehenſion 12 
PFifchly, I do not preſſe the having of theſe eiſfects gradually, 
ſo you have them ſincerely. My meaning is this, that a man 
may be elected; y ea, and he may not onely be choſen in Gods 
| | eternal decree, but the execution of that decree may be paſſed 
upon him, that he may be effectually called, and yet he may 
not have all theſe fix effects in a great meaiure in the higheſt 
degree, yet he may have them ſincerely, and ſo be a pledge to 
his own heart of his eternal election. . „ 
And thus having finiſhed this third Quere, I come now to 
enter upon another, depending upon the former; which in- 
deed is a very dreadful ſubject, and a point to be trembled at, 
while it is handling, and that is this: what probable gueſſe 
may be given of a man, that he is not within the compaſſe of 
| | Gods election ? This is a very high point, and muſt be hand- 
| led with a great deal of ſeariouſneſſe, and ſadneſſe; it being a | 
— concerning the ſalvation or damnation of all the men 
| upon earth. And therefore I would intreat you to look about 
you. Gods decrees they are in Heaven, and it is onely a reall 
work of grace upon your hearts on earth, that can give you 
evidence that thoſe decrees are for good to you, As good 
wrought is an evidence of Gods purpoſe to ſave you; ſo the 
contrary work may be an evidence of Gods purpoſe never to 
ſave you, but of leaving you without the compaſſe of his e- 
ternal election. There can be nothing laid down abſolutely | 
| and certainly, yet. there may he many probable gueſſes given 
! of the men that are not wi chin the compaſſe of Gods election: 
Of which I ſhal name but fix or ſeven ſorts. And I wiſn to God 
chat none of you that are before the Lord this day, have your 
names written in this black book. leſi you have juft cauſe to 
fear your names are no ritten in the book of life. 
Firſt, That man = lg eee trom a courſe of profeſſion 
to a courſe of profanencfie, without timely. returning; the 
Scripture gives a ſhrewd gu ſſe of ſuch a man, that he is not 
within the compaſſe of Gods purpoſe to ſave. I do not ſay, 
eveay backſliding, and every. decay ing affection, but a mm | 
3 i 3 
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and final relapſes: when 4 man falls, and riſeth not again; 
wieiz mans tuns ſrom God, and terurns not againzthe * | 


tare rs ny at him, that. he is not within the compaſſe 
| of —— OB. grate 9 any man. ew 1185 my 
ſoul hall haue xoplcaſure in bim Interpreters oble: re, that in 
chele words thyert is figure, herein Merk ſis Jef reſſed, 
chen is intended, My ſual hal bave wo ple aſurg in bim. Iris as, 
much as God ſhould have ſa id, My ſoule ſhell hate, or 1 will 
| exceedingly hate him. But were not of them that dram back to 


perdition; but ef them that belicus; ta the ſaving of their ſculs: 
which words cleaplh linport, that mem that draw! back wich- 
out returning they dra back to pendition,: o damnatien; 
_ [bur we are noͤt of them; faith the Apoſtle; | Aud here then,be- 
loved, dotli this word fall upon any man before God this 255 
Hlaſt · thou left a courſs of ſtrictneſſe, and fallen into a courſe of 
prophaneſſe and Icioſneſſe Haſt rhou fallen from thy God, 
and never thinkeſt of a returning l ſhall not cenſurg thee nom, 
bur if thou IIveſt and dieft in chis eſtate, it is an undoubged.| 
* thou art not within che compaſſe of Gods decree 
Sinus eie e RE bn e vel $7-; 
| _ Secondly Men chat dg make æhe mercies and goodnels of | 
| Godras arguments v embolden them the more in ſin; ſuch men 
are not Mel) eo be!the perſbmrluhom God ah elefted to 
lifeandytory In the Epiftie of A Ait is ſpoken there. of 
mem, thet turned the grace of God imo wantunitf. And what 
laith the Apoſtle of chem; they are mem ordained of oli io danina- 
im. The Scripture there makes icthe badge vfa man ordained 
of old to ation, hen he ſfuall perſiſt in chis ſinſul temper, | 
to'tum Godsgraceiineslaciviouſneſſe ; that it, to rake argu- 
ments from the gracm and meroy;and goodnefſe. of to 
walk in waies of in. And therefore look to it, and with 
your hearts bewaile it, all you thatare apt to abuſe doctrins 
of grace; and becauſe Goll is goci / ybu will be evil; becauſe 
God is metcifulz"herefore you will be ſinful; if you die in 
this temper/ the Scripture declares, that you are the men or- 
dained of old to condemna tion: „ 
Tbirdly, à man that deth walk in a courſe of ſin, wilfully, 
with malice, te > 22m conſciente, and — | 
— a narely } 
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nately without reluctancy; and perſiſi in this, and live and 
die thus, that man is not within the compaſſe of Gods electi- 
on. There is a phraſe, Pſal. 59. 8. Be nat merciſul, O Lord, unto 
wicked trænſgreſſirs. It is in ſome cranflations, bs wot merciful 
| to them thet fin of wicked: malice, or of malicious wickeduefl. Now 


there is this rule which Divines give zthatthaſe prayers which 
were made by David, they are rather Propheſies of what 
ſhould be, then meere prayers that this miglit be. As David 
prayed againſt the Jewes, Pſal 6.2 2. tbat their table might be 4 
ſuare to them, aud that they ſbould al ran bow down-.under their 
prayes which-was a prophecĩe, and they did ſo. Aud ſo he 
burden here, Mat God world) nettbe mertiful to men that for: of 
wicked malice; which is as much as a prophecie, that God will 
not be mereiſul to men that fin of mallcious wickedneſſe. Ant 


if ſich menifall within the eompaſſe of Gods election. 
 - Fourthly;'Fhat man that by living under the powerful 


Miniſtry ob the Word s more hard in heart, and worlcin life: 


ar, but not au denſt and 0 by Jecing, you ſpallſce, but 


eyes ſhut, left at any tima they ſhould ſee 'withitheir cyel, Har with 


Mit i dry, to have dark eyes, and hard hearts, is is an argu- 


therefore, beloved, all you chat fo liue,, andreſolve you will | 
die, and hapiy do die, and yet fin: obſſtnately 3 thatʒ let Gad " 
com and wliat he ean,you'wil do what you pleaſcsler the Mi: | 
nifter{ay What he wil l, you wilt do what you liftizebat m 
gainſt knowledge, and againſt conſe ience, and without any re- 
luctancy; reſolve to live and die in a courſe of ſin: the Lord be 


merciful to ſuch perſons ʒ for certainly there muſi be no Bible, 


if a man grows thus, it is an argument, he is not within the 
2 of Gods election. Matth. g. 145 By bearis 50 fa 
, eb — 


hs peoples beart is razed graf, thrir ears dull in be ering, thei 


bt ir ears, underflaud. withtheir brarts, and.be conuertad and I 
ould ſave them. Here is the judgement God lzies upon ſuch | 
inner e, that they ſnall have eyes, and not ſee, they (hall be ig- 
1orant, the ir hearts ſnall vate groſſe, they ſhalhbe uncapabia 
F taking any impreſſion. of tt e word upon them. And W 
che end of all this? left they ſhould he converted; and I ſhould 
ave hein; implying, that if God lets you that live under . 


0 


2 


— — 


— *** - £ 
- —— — 


ment Gd hath no intent to ſave you, and therefore his par 
1 3 pole 


, 
. 


- A. 2 ha =4 324 PT.) 


i 3 
PR — — x 
CY 
50H fre. 
d 2} 
5 ————*} * 


* 
—— 


— 


Ser. 13. of — ow 


* EET FEES * 
_. os = 
x 


| ae ene 
| they obta 
eh #hanwene: mae clected 


| 2 blinded peoplezand a hardndd peaple.>: men, 

| that ane not dlefed,. 22 — — 1; 

| beblindin-mind, ſhall be hardin heart, all be wicked in 

lite, and the Minifiry'of che word.ſhal] neven reformabem-And 
if any. of you be ſuch, O that ahe Lord would make yousreny” 

| ble this day, tremble leſt you ure net. in Geds thoughts, to do 

{ you any good another day. Nn 


Fiſthly, when God doth give up men to ſirong deluſions, 
not only tobelievelies therafelvey, but to teach lies to ſeduce 
others, when the Lord leaves chem to live and die in that e- 
ſtate, the Scripture mak es it an argument of them that are not 
choſen by Gud to life and glory. You ſball read therefore in 
that great deluſion of Antichtiſt, 2 The. 10, 11, 12, God gave 
| them up to flroug delufions, to believe lies, tbat all might be damned, 
| that believe not the truth: It is made a brand: © damnadon, 
SD RY hen 
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gedly man may die in A corrupt opinion for every. errour 


| mental, that ſtrike at the foundation of Religion, wherein 
men runne ſo far, as never to [repent of their errbur; that, the 


is not an hereſie,) but theix men ſhall bring in damnable he- 
| refies; and many. ſnaall follow their penuicious 'Prits; Now what 


' [you belong het td him. Butunore pregi ant to this purpoſe, 
ſis that place, Aris, s. Ii v ntceflary the, werd of: God 


they put off from them the word of the liort they ſpuined at | 


when God ſhall give .chiemidyer to belicveicties, Though a 


is not a badge of damnation. but errouis that are founda- 


Seriprure:makes the badge of a man, whofeſoul:is iti wor ld 
ef danger. Rbad that Text, 2. Fenz. 13293: There were falſe pri- 
phets among the people, like as their all be falſe teachirs among 
70% And whio are they $-vert. a. Zhey ſpall den ub Lord that 
bought them, they ſhall bring in damna ble bereſies. (Every errour 


is their cenſure / whoſe judgement mom of a long nume "lingers-not, | * 
and their daymation ſlumbers not. Their damnation was not a- | 
but for a long time damnation did attend them, and 
| they were in danger of it. So that, beloved, ic is great -dan- 
ger for men to be patrons of errour, eſpecially when they are ö 
groſſe and palpable; and when in Scripture language they 
may be called damnable hereſies. It is an argument, if men 
[live and die thus, that they àre not within · the purpoſe / of 
Gods Counſebto do them good.. 
Sixthly, Men that live and. dĩe in a oontinual ſpurning and 
oppoſitiomaguinſt — pats "7s 3 rr 
preached, tis x dreadful ſign they-are not within che compaſs 
of Gods election. i oba 4.856. Ton! are not of Gol, far: you bear 
wot his word. So Jobn ra: He than heaveth the wordyis of God: hut 
yon bear not bis word; thereftte-y0u; art: notof| Go. Therefore | 


2 


. 


Or IC... ESI 


ould firft have been ſpoken to yon, but ſeeing you put it from 5 
24 * — thy of everlaſti — life; 2 we turn tol the 
Gentiles, Now compare this with verſ 48. Aud when the Ger 
tiles beard this, they were glad, ant glorified the word uf tbe: Lord, 
and at many as were ordaintd to eternal life; believed.” — of 

ave, | 
glad 


ofition lies thus: As many as God purpoſed- to 
glorified God for his word, and they rejoyced, and were g 
in his word: but thoſe that were not deoreed tõ ſalyation, 
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| Lord; Tfierefore the Text faith The Jewes ſtirred p the de- 
vun «ni banourable women, and they raiſed up perſecution. againſt 
Paal and Barnabas, and expelled tbem out of their coaſt. It was 
[add to Amaziab;'2 Gbron. 25. 16. By this know, that the Lord 
beth ſed to deſtroy thee, becauſe ibhau haſt nat harkued to my 
— Thus you ſee, the Scripture makes it the badge of a 
man, that doth not fall within the compaſſe of Gods election, 
to bring him to life and glory, to live and die in oppoſition to 
D 
Seve ; end this we may more confic and 
poſitively, — man is not within the compaſſe of Gods 
election, who ſinnes the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt, Matth. 12. 
2. He ſhall neither be forgiven in this life, wor in the life ta come. 
This is an unpardonable fin, 1 John 5. 16. Now I know there 
are many men, who confine this fin only ta the Phariſees, as 
if they onely were guiity of ĩt. There are others, that ſay this 
ſin ĩs ſeldome committed; and ſo many Div ines ſpeak favou- 
rably of it: but, Beloved, l am perſwaded, this fin is ofiner 
committech then moſt men in the world dream of; and ma- 
ny men are plunged into this fin, that think well of their own 
fouls. The tin againſt the holy-Ghoſt is only this 
tc is a wilful and deliberate act in a profeſſor of Religion, 
whereby he doth not onely fall from his profeſſon; but he 
I runns intaa;courſe of fin knowingly, againſt conſcience; ob- 
I ſinately, apainſt counſel; and maliciouſly, againſt Jeſus | 
| Chriſt. This is briefly a deſcrption of this ſin. Now I am 
| 3 there are many in the world that have profeſſed 
Religion, that are, if not in this ſin, yet at the very next, qoor 
to it. And if a man be gone thus farre, this is called in Scrip- | 
ture, à ſin unto death; a fin, which if a man fall into, he may 
be ſure he ſhall be damned. And thus I have in breif given 
you an account of theſe ſeven particulars, whereby cyery man 
| may give a gueſſe in his own 1 whether he be within 
| the purpoſe of Gods election unto ſalvation or no. 
| * Thavenow,from this ſad Doctrine, only a few comfortable 
poſitions to lay down, and ſo conclude. As, 
1. That though theſe particulars may give you a gucſſe of 
— 22 thoſe 
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I choſe chat are not within the compaſſe of Geds electton, yet 
Þ | | no man is bound to make this ſure to himſelfe, that he is not 
elected. You are bound to make your election ſure, hut you are 
£ not bound to make your reprobacion ſure. For theſe heads 1 
have given out, not to make any godly man queſtion his ele- 
ction, but toſtartle wieked men; who live quite contrary, and 
f oppoſite to the ele of God, . | 
2. That a man may come very nigh to the worſt of theſe ſins, 
| and yet may be an elected man. We were (faith t au ſometi mes 
| diſobedient, decei ved, aud ſerved divers luſts. Titus 3.3. And Eph. 
. 2.2, Tu times peſt you walked acrording to ibe ca ſe of the world, 
| according to the power of the Prince of the aire,who worketh mighti= 
| !y in the children of diſobedience, In times paſt ye were children 
| | | of wrath, as well as others. In times paſt before calling, you 
1 may come very neer to theſe evile, yet be within the compaſs 
[1 ef Gods election, Provided that yon do not live- and die in 
thoſe evils. For it ſo, there is no hope of mere. 
3. That for men to queſtion their election, meer ly becauſe 
they do not ſinde the ſaving effects of election in their hearts 
and Hvee, is rather an argument of their being, then of; their 
not being elected. Becauſe men not elected, they never look 
after their election, to make it ſure, they will cruſt all upon | 
the mercy of God, and grace of God, and never lock after ho- 
lineſs;fin never traubles them, protaneneſs never gricves them, 
| want of holineſſe perplexes not them. The queſlioning there» 
| fore of your election ariling from the evils of your converſa» 
5055 is rather a ſign thiat God hath choſen you to life and 
ſs; 7 TTL 
| 4. Election it runnes often times to thoſe, chat are the worſt 
= ſort of men in the world, Election runnes to them that have 
| been worſt in their lives; before they were called, And there» | 
| by God magnifies the riches of his grace. Elechion paſſech by 
| | clvi] honeſt men, and ingenlouz temperate. mrn,andcommon- 
| ly runns to men, that have been ſcandalous, looſe, Atheiſtical, | 
profane livers, before they were called. Matth. 21.41. Whores ; 
| 176 and Harlots ſhall come to Hraven be fore you. Manaſſeh, that was 
(1451, DIE OT | a cruel murderer, and Idolater, yet election ran to him. Mary 
il j | Megdalen, a common ſtrumpet, out of whom — — 4 
ine | evils | 
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Devils, yet election ran to her. Ræbab, # Harlot; Paul a per- 
ſecuter, a blaſphemer, a {man injurious to the Saints; yet 
As 9. 15. He was a choſen veſſel unto God, and obtained mercy. 
( God, to magniſie the riches of his free grace, lets election run 
to the worſt of men that are in the world. And this ſhould be 
[> 455 0 ede z though you have been drunkards, and 
though you have been Sabbath breakers and adulterers, and 

chough _ have been profane, yet if you can but now cloſe 
with ſeſus Chriſt, and look after heaven, if you can but now 
mourn over your condition, and repent of your former fats 
lings, and cone in to” Jeſtts Chriſty Election hath vun anto 
men as bad 45 you; and though you may be now men profane 
in your lives, yet you may beobj.As of Gods election. 
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Wherefore the rather, Brethren, Give ol! diligence. ta make you 
| Callngend Ludin. 


roa Idrew-fromn theſe wordswas this, Thet | 

Þ s Chriſtians foul put forth a great dead vf diligence to 

W TY make this ſure to ibeir ſouls, ibat they art eternally ele- 
Sed 15 to life and glory. In the proſecution of 

| © *.... Which) Thave gone over ſome queries. There are 

[ng dfficulties or queries t am further to inſiſt upon in erea- | 


ting of tis point, © As Hane yñʒ 11 404, 
| Firſt, whether this election be'ohiverſal;orno2 | 
Secondly, whether a man that is once elected by God to 
ſalvation, may come to he damned, yea, or no? ; | 
| 3 Thirdly, w ether God, in electing a man to life 3 | 
7 do oo or co Os 1 
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| 4rminians and Papiſts do mightily. drive at. And fiere 
| lay down this concluſion, which they make unqueſtionable: 
That there is ſuch a thing as a certain univerſal election of 


doth it out of any forelight of faith, or any other grace he 
ſees in man ? | | EE 
And fourthly, whether this doctrine of election, that God in 
his own counſel hath determined who ſhall be damned, and 
who ſaved, doth not take men off from any, endeayours after 


| cheic own ſalvation, to make them deſperate, and 'negle& the 


uſe of means; that they fhall ſay, if I ſhall be damned, I ſhall 
be damned; and if ſaved, I ſhall be ſaved, let me live as I lift ? 


| whether this doctrine will favour this deſperate concluſion, 
yea, or no 3 


7 C 
Firſt, whether election be univerſal, or no? . This Ar ade 
lere 8955 


le: 


God, without limitation or reftraint of perſons, whereby God 
did determine to ſave all mankind by. Chrift, who were fallen 
in Adam. This opinion was firft drawn from Origen, who 
held that all creatures ſhould be Taved 3 and the Papifts and 
Arminians mincing the matter, to make it a little more plau- 
fible, chen he did,theyſay, that God in his purpoſe did intend 
to ſaveall mankind by Jeſus Chriſt ; but man falling away, 
and walking contrary to their principles, the defect lies in | 
them, that they are not ſaved ;;ardghis Divines call univerſal | 
redemption. | 
Now againſt this, I ſhall lay down feveral Scriprares.and 
then take off che objections that ſeems to firengthep this ppi- 
nion. | 

: Firfty for Scripture. In the Epiſtle of Jude, verſ.3.. you read 
of ſome that were — * of old -4 RASAN Theidore lte 
all could not be ſaved. 1 Tbeſ. 5. 9. Some men are appointed tc 
wrath, but we to obtain ſalvation through Jeſus Chrift. Therefore 
all men could not be within che purp e intenti- 
on to fave, Matth.22- 24. Mang are.calleq, but few arg choſen. So 
Kom. 11.7.The ewes did not obtain what they fon It ſche but the 
elect obtained it, aud tbe reſt were. hardened. 2. Tim. 2.420. There 


it a diſcriminating act in G 


art veſſels of honour, ana veſſelſ of diſhonour.. The Scripture makes 
; 0 04 = ſome he cheſts life; and 


others from eternity: in his connſel he choſe.to wrath, and 


« 4 2. 4 ok 
condemnation 
.. FP, PP. ⁵ V cnn nee ps en ws — . 


r * * * 


— . 


Of making our Elecbion ſure. 


Ke. 
Ser. 13. 


condemnation. And theſe Scriptures will fully overthrow 


this opinion. And indeed the very word chuſing confutes it, 
_ intimates a taking off ſome, with an overlooking of o- 
eners. | | | 
But now let us view a little the Arguments of Script es 
they abule, to ſtrengthen this unſound opinion of theirs, ur 
One is, Cor:1 5. 22. As in Adam all died, even ſo in Chriſt ſpall 
all be made alive. Now, ſay they, Every man did die in Adam; 
every mothers childe by Adams fall became ſubject to death : 
even ſo, in Chriſt ſnal every man be made aliveʒthe Lord did in- 
tend that every mau ſhould have benefit by Jeſus Chriſt. 


— 


—— . 


'þhave reference to the life of the ſoul; it would bear no more 
but this, that all that are damned, are damned as in Adams 
loines; and all that are ſaved, ſnall be ſaved as in the loins of 
| Jeſus Chriſt,” And ſo make nothing at all to prove this which 
| they call univerſal election. „ | 
Another Scripture (undeniable they think) is, Row. 11.33. 
| Where it (aid, God bath concluded all men under unbeliefe, that 
be might have mercy upon all, Now fay they, If God did do an 


No to take off this; I ſhall anſwer it in ſhewing you the 
true intent and ſcope of this Scripture; This uniyerſal phraſe 
of making alive, hath not reference to the ſaving of the ſou], 
but to the reſurrection of the body: And ſo the ſence is this, 
That as in Adam, by vertue of his Gin, every man came to die 
a natural death; So in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive; that is, 
ſo by Chriſts power fhall every man riſe from che dead. And 
if you aske how I make that appear to be the intendment of 
the Text. I anſwer, the words themſelves will make it . 
Verſ. 11. It is ſaid, By man came death, by man alſo came the re- 
ſurrectien from the dead: that is, as by that man Adam came 


| death; ſo by that man Chriſt ſhall come the reſurrection from 
the dead: for as in Adam all died, &c. ſo that here you lee, 
| this is. brought in as a proof of the 21. verſe: Intimating, that 


this being made alive, hath no reference to the life of the ſoul, 
but onely to the Reſurrection of the body; that as Adam by 


| bis fin brought death: to all men; ſo Chrift by his power ſhall 
| raiſe all men from the dead; every man in bis own order. How-. 


ever, ſhould this be granted, that this making alive ſhould 


act 
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act to make men ſee their unbeliefe, and did intend by thi | 
action to have mercy upon all, then God in his counſel inꝰ 
tendedto fave all. | Th . 

Now to this, that be might have mercy upon al;l anſwer: This 
phraſe (400) is not to be taken in an unlimited ſence, that God 
ſput up all men in unbelie fe; that is, God made all believers ſee 
their own miſery; that he might have mercy on all them 
that believe. And if you ask how I prove thisto be the mea- 
ning-of the Text, I anſwer : The Scripture makes it clear, Gal. 
3.22. The Scripture hath concluded all men under fin. (The very 
words forequoted.) But what's the limitation ? Shall all men 
be ſaved? No, For mark the next words. The Scripture hath 
concluded all men under fingthat the faith of Feſus Chriſt ſhould be 
given to them that believe. Now, though Paul doth not ſay thus 
to the Romans, yet the words being the ſame, the Reftri&ion | 
holds good in both places So that it is clear, That be might 
py all, or have mercy upon all.It is not meant all univerſally ;. 

ut all, with limitation of Pax! here; all tbem that believe. 

Again, | ESL 
cher objection, or Scripture, they abuſe is, 1 Tim. 2.4. | 
Who will have all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the | 
truth, This Texe Origen doth abuſe ; holding hence, 
| that it Is the in tendment and will of God, that all men ſhould | 
be ſaved. Now, to take off this objection; We muſt firſt di- 
flinguiſh here of Gods will, and then of this phraſe, Al. o 
will bave all men to be ſaved. | 

Firſt, of Gods will; and the Schoolmen give this diſtinction 
about it. That there is a wilkof Gods good pleaſure; and 


| 


there is God ſignify ing will. er 
Nov the will of Gods good pleafureis, that real | ſe | 
in God to ſave a man. And there is no man that in this ſence 
God wills to be ſaved, but he muſt be ſa ved; but in this ſence 
God wills not all men to be ſaved. „ | 
But ſecondly, there is Gods fignificative will, that is, wherby 
in 1 nr God tenders ſalvation to every man that will 
lay hold upon — Chriſt z and ſo Gods fignify ing will ex- 
| cludes no man from ſalvation; but the Minifers,if ey preach 
to ten thouſand people, they muſt tender Chrift univerſally 
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to all; becauſe they know not which of them are ele&, and | 
{which reprobate; which of them ſhall be ſaved, and which 
damned. This is Gods ſignify ing will, and though God by 
this will tell you what Miniſters muſt do, to tender Chriſt and 
ſalvation to all; Lr no Way follow, that the de- | 
cerminate will of Gods good pleaſure is involved under this, | 
as if all men ſhould be ſaved. m_ in his writings hath | 
ſckis diſtinction of it. That there is s abſolute will, and 
ſo he wills not all men to be ſaved: and Gods conditionate 8 
will, that in caſe every man did believe, they ſhould be ſaved; 
for Godenvies no mans ſalvation 3 there is grace enough in 
God, to ſave every man in the world. | 
But ſecondly, there may be more diſtin& anſwer given to 
this place. God will bave all men io be ſaved. All, is taken ſome- 
times ia a deſtributive ſence, and ſometimes in a collective 
ſence. In a deſtributive ſence, for every man under heaven; 
d ſo God wills not all men to be ſaved. But ſecondly, in a 
ollective ſence for all ſorts and degrees of men, and ſo God - | 
intends to fave all; that is, ſome of all ſorts, and of all de- 
grees of men in the world. And this appears if you mark the —_ 
context. He will have all men ta bs ſaved, that is, ſome of all + 
ſores. Some — ſome great men, ſome rich, and ſome TE | 
poor, ſome Princes, and ſome beggars. And therefore the A- | 
poſtle bids them pray for all men. Pray, faith he, for Kings | 
and for them in authority : for God will have all men to be ſaved. 
As much as if he ſhould (ay, Pray for Kings, becauſe God of 
his grace may ſave Kings, as well as poorer men, that have 
leſſe incumbrances, and lefſe imployments in the world, and 
leſſe withdrawingy in their own ſoul, then they have. God 
will fave all: talvation ſhall come to all ſorts of men, and 
| [therefore you may lawfully pray for them. And ſo Calvin 
| judiciouſly expounds this paces that God will haveall ſorts 
ef men to obtain ſalvation 7 Jeſus Chriſt: but ic is not to 
be extended univerſally, as if every individual man and wo- 
man ſhould be ſaved. 3. Theſe words are to be taken with 
thoſe that follow after, God will bave all men to be ſaved, and to | 
come to the knowledg of the truth. Now that God will be willing | 
to ſave thoſe that come to the knowledge of the truth, is un- 
; | B b 2 queſtionable 
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gucſtionable z all that repent, Acts 17. 30. all oppoſition to the 


time of cke old Teſtament, Rom. 16.2 5. 


Now, is this true, that election is not univerſal; but that | 


ſome men are elected, and others reprobated ? Then, to wrap 
up this quere in a ſhort uſe; this ſnould teach you all, who 
are in the Land of the living, not to deceive your ſelves; lull 


Gods counſel to ſave, it may be not. Peradventure you may 
be in Gods thoughts for ſalvation, peradventure you may be 


your calling and elediion ſure. | Ts 
2. A ſecond Queee is this, Whether may one that is an e- 
lect man, fall away from his election, and come to be a dam- 
ned man, or no? This the Proteſtant Divines againſt the Ar- 
mini ans and Papiſts have had large controverſies about, but I 
will not handle it in a controverſal way; onely, as it beſt be- 
comes a Pulpit ſhew you thoſe poſitive Scriptures and reaſons 


ctions they produce to the contrary. # Fl 
ether may a man that is elected fall away, and afterward 


by God can never periſh, And this I ſhall give Scripture, and 


reaſon to plead for it. Matth. 24.24. Chriſt tels us of errour, 
that it came in ſo eaſily, that if it were poſſible, it would deceive 
the elect. Intimating, that it 1s impoſſible ſo to ſeduce the e- 
lec, as to make them finally fall away, So, Jobn 6. 37. All 
that the Father bath given nie, ſpall come unto me: that is, all that 
God the Father hath decreed to ſave by Chriſt , ſhall 


all thoſe that by his decree he had given to Chriſt to fave by 
redemption; he ſhould loſe none. And faith ChriR, Ilan leſt 
nothing. So John 10 28, 29. Tgwe unto my ſheep eternal iife, and 


hau liz my Father that gave them vie, is greater the all. and no man! 


not your ſelves aſleep in ſecurity, for it may be, you may be in 


chat may clear the truth, and then anſwer the ſtrongeſt obje- 


periſh? To this I anſwer. No. A man thatis once elected 


come. unto Chriſt. Verſ. 39. This is the Fathers will, that 
hath fent me, that of all tbat he hath given we, I ſpculd loſe none. 
This is the Fathers will, and Commilſſion-to Chriſt, that of 


| they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any man take bem ous of ] 


ſhall pluk them out of my Fathers bands. By his Fathers cont 


a 


} 


in his counſel for damnation ; and this ſhould put you upon 
the work my text calls upon you for, to endeavour to make | 
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he merns his h God by his deeree intended to ſave ſo 
many, and Chriſt to vindicate his Father, tels us, that ſo 
many as God the Father had decreed to ſalvation, neither man 


nor Devil ſhould prevail to pluck them out of his Fathers 


hand. So Ron. i 1. 1. God bath not caſt away his people wbom be 


of them away, none of them ſhall periſh. Many many more 
Scriptures I might multiply, to ſhew, that a man once elected, 
can never periſh; as 2 Tini. 2.19. 1 Cor. 18.9.-2 Theſ.3.3. But] 
would name reaſons as well as Scriptures. And 22) 

Firſt, if election were changeable, then God muſt be' chan- 

eable; which to think, there is nothing more abſurd, It 
Gods decree be changeable, Gods eſſence and nature were fo 
alſo; election being nothing elſe, but God himſelf cuſing: 
for every thing in God, is God. And this the Scripture tels 


| | at firſt vie you would think very p 


us, is farre from him; for there is no variableneſi or ſhadom of 
change in God. Jam. 1. 17. Iſa 46.10. Mal. 3. 6. _ 
Secondly, if the ele& could periſh, then Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 
be very unfaithful to his father, becauſe God the father hath 
given this charge to Chriſt, that whomſoever he elected, Chriſt 
ſhould preſerve them ſafe, to bring them to heaven. Now 


ſhould not this be accompliſh:d, Chriſt would be unfaithful 


to his father. John 6.39.This +5 the fathers will, which hath ſent me 
but that I ſhould raiſe them up at the laſt day. This is the will of 


Gods, to ſave many by Chrift, Now, ſhould not this be made 
good, Chrift muſt needs be unfaithful co the Commiſſion of 


his father. . x f 
Thirdly, ſnould this be true, then Pauls golden chain ſhould. 


whom he calls, them he juſtiſies; hom he juſtifies, them he gloriſtes. 


3 ſhould this chain break, that whom he elece, chem he 
calls, whom he cal le, them he juſtifies, and there ceaſe (as the | 
Pap ts hold) and men be after da nned, then the great and 


| main links would be loft, that whom he juſtifies, them glori- 
ies, and ſo bring an obſucdity upon the Scripture thereby. 


a 


— 


auſible) to maintain, that 


forchnew. That is, whom God did predeſtinate, he caſts none 


* 


into the world, that of all that he hath given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, | 


be broken. Fon. 8. 30. N hom he did yredeſtinate, them be calls ; | 


Now to anſwer ſome texts of ( — they abuſe, (which 


a 
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| ward damned. The firlt is, obn 6. 70. Have not I choſen twelve, 
| and ous of them is « Devil? Now ſay they, there were twelve 
: choſen, or elected, and one of them is a devil, did periſh ; inti- 
{ mating, that men may be elected, yet periſh for all this. To 
which I anſwer. 


- [peculiar Office. Secondly, there is an ſting to grace, life, 


| prayers If thou wilt not ( 


| prayer, this doth no way argue, as! 


2 man may be an elect man, and brought into Ehrift,yet after- 


That there is a double Electing. Firſt, a chufing to ſome 


and glory; Now, when Chriſt ſaith, Have I not choſen you 
twelve ? it is meant of his chuſing of them to an Office, to the 
place of an Apoſtle, to be his diſciples. Now it is true, that a 
man may be choſen to ſome peculiar Office in the Church of 
God,and yet be a periſhing and damned man; but this phraſe 
bath no relation to the decree of God from eternity, only toa 
temporal electing of twelve men to a temporal Office, to the 
Office of an Apoſtle. 5 
Another Scripture ay abuſe is, Exod, 32. 33. it was Moſes 
aich Moſes to God) forgive their ſins, 

then blot my name out of the book of life, Now, ſay they, the book 
of life is Gods election: and here Moſes prayed, that God wonld 
hlot bis name out of the book of life. Intimating, ſay they, a man 
may be elected and written in that book, and yet afterward j 
blotted out and periſh. | | 
To which I anſwer. That this prayer of Moſes is onely a 
with or ſuppoſition, as Pauls was, when he wiſnt he were, accurſed 
from Chriſt, for bis 2 in the fleſh. Now a man may ſup- 
poſe mountains of Gold, and ſuppoſe things that never were, 
nor never ſhall be in being: bare ſuppoſitions put nothing in 
being; ſo here, that Maſes makes a — "ps in a pathetĩcal 
his name could be blot- 

ted out of the book of life. | 

Secondly, Rivet be expounds it thus, that there is a double | 
book of life. The book of life being ſometimes taken for the 
eternal councel and decree of God, as Phil. 4.3. ſometimes for 
the ſpecial providence of God over men, in preſerving them 
amongſt the living. So we read Pſal. 139. In thy books ſaith 
David, were all my members written: meaning, not in the book 


of Gods decree, but only in the book of his providence, that all 


5 5 
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with this place in Ezek. 13.9. and he makes the ſence to be 


part in the book of life. Here, ſay they, by book of life is unque- | 
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the members of Davids body, they were all under the provi- 
dence of God, that none could hurt him. And ſo River, with 
others, think that by the book of life here is meant, that God, 
would blot out Myſes from the book of his ſpecial protection 

and let him die as other men, rather then this evil ſhould come 
upon the people of 1/rael.q.d. Deſtroy my name from among 
men, and do not protect me any longer. | CE 

Again, they objett that in P/al.6g.28. it is ſaid, Let them be | 
blotted out of the book of life. Now, ſay they, That is Gods ele- 
Aion, and to be blotted cut, implies, that a man may be ele- 
&ed, and yet periſh. 

To this E anſwer, as formerly, that the book of life in that | 
place hath no reference to the decree of Gods Election, but | 
onely to his book of providence, that God would not pro- 

te& wicked men, as he doth his own people, in a way of pro- 
vidence. And other phraſes in Scripture will ſomewhat fa. 
vour this interpretation. As Ezek. 13.9. They ſhall not be writ- 
ten in the writings of tbe houſe of Iſrael. Whats that? i. e. let 
them not any more be thought Iſraelites, nor numbred among | 
the people. And Ainſworth, | remember compares Pſal. 69. 19. 


one and the ſame; that to be blotted out of the book of life, 
is nothing elſe then to be out of Gods proteQionz to be blot- | 
ted out of the catalogue of the living, and have ones life in 

danger to be brought to death. And this wiſh David withed 


for thoſe wicked men. WJ 4 
But then they object further from Rev. 22.19. Tf any man 
ſhall _ away from the words of this book, God ſhall take away bis 


ſtionably meant Gods decree z and the Scriptureſaith, They | 
that take any thing from this bool, God will blot bim out of the book | 
of life, and will undoubtedly damn him; | — 1 
To which I anſwer.. I confeſſe in this place the book of life | 
is taken for Gods decree; and that a man may be ſaid to be 
blotted out of this book, and yet this no way follow, that a | 
man elected may be damned. And here let me give you Auſtin | 
words upon the place, which is a very clear and — 


80 That a man may be ſaid: to be blotted out of the boo - 
| 1 


— 


— 


— 


of life in two regards: Firſt, it is equivalent to this phraſe, 
that this name ſhall never be written in the book of Life, 


And you have often ſuch phraſes in Scripture. As ĩt is ſaid 
in Matthew, He that doth evill bimſelf, and teachetb men ſo to 
doe, he ſhall be leaſt in the Kingdome of Heaven. Intimating, 


not as if he ſhould come to heaven, but that he ſhould not 


come there at all. To be leaft there, is never to be there. So 
here, to be blotted out is equivalent to this, that they were ne- 
ver in. | 5 e 
Secondly, A mans name may be ſaid to be blotted out of 
the book of life, not as if it were there in deed and in truth, 
but in their own opinion; they thought. they were elected, 
and thought their names were written there, they hadiſtrong 
conceits of this; and though they are now deluded, and mi- 
ftaken, yet God will make them know one day, when they are 
in hell, that their names are blotted out of the book of life, 
Again, | EZ g £ 123217 si 


thinks he ſtands, take beed left he fall. Now, ſay they, if it were 
not poſlible for a man elected to fall, and fall finally, to what 


| end is this caution of the Apoſtle? it were a needleſs caution, 


were it not poſſible co come to paſſeQ. 
To which 1 anſwer two things. Firſt, the A poſtle doth not 
ſay, Let him that ſtands, take heed left, &c. but che Apoſtle 


| faith, Let bim that tbinku bo ſtands, take beed left he fall. Intima- 


ting, that men that think they are elected, and think they are 
in a good condition, they ſhould take heed, leſt they miicarry 
to all eternity. 8 5525 b | ; 
'Secondly\ Toke heed left they fall. This falling here is not 
meant a falling from grace finally, and falling into hell, and 
periſhing z but rhe falling here is onely a falling into ſinne, 
and ſo an ele& man ſhould doe, An ele& man, though he 
ſtand firme in Gods decree , yet he ſhould take heed all the 
dayes of his Hife, that he fall not into ſinne. And if you aske 
| me. how I: make that appeare; I anſwer, from the context. 


| 


Fhis is a concluſion, or caution the Apoftle gives _ the 
enumeration of ſeveral inſtances of the people of God, that 
in former ages did fin againſt God, As ſome that tempted Chriſt» 
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Another Scripture they abuſe is, 1 Cor. 10. 12. Lei bia that | 
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and fell in one day 23000. Others that fell to fornication, and 
provoked him in the Wildersefle, With many ſuch fins reckoned 
up, and the ſumme of all is this, that ſeeing they that were 
Gods people fell into finne, and were puniſhed, therefore you 
that think you ſtand, and think you are elected, you {hould 
take heed you fall not into finne, as they did. And thus I have 
done with reſolving this ſecond query. : 
Thirdly, whether doth God elect any man to life and ſal- 
vation upon foreſight of his faith or good works? foreſceing 
that this man will believe, therefore Lele& him to ſalvation 
and the other man will not believe, therefore I chuſe him to 
damnation, Whether, I ſay, doth God in his eternal decree e- 


objections which ſeem to darken this truth. | 


let any man to life upon fore ſight of works. Here the Papiſts 
and Arminians joyn both together in maintaining of this. The 
reaſon, ſay they, why God elects ſome, and not others, is be- 
cauſe.God did foreſee from eternity that that man would- be 
holy, and would believe in Chriſt, and therefore God elected 
him to ſalvation. Theſe are the hard imputations they lay to 
Gods charge, 8 WE. = 
And in the reſolving of this, I {ball anſwer it in the Nega- 
tive. That God, in ele&ing a certain number of men to lite 
and ſalvation , did not doe it upon the foreſight of any good 
works he ſaw would be in them; whether Faith, Repentance, 
Sanctification, or any other grace. Indeed it is true, the Papiſts 
many of them doe not groſly ſay that it was foreſight of good 
works in general, but the foreſight of faith only, and ſo the 
Arminians.- n FF | ; 
but now, to overthrow this ungrounded opinion, Firſt, 1 
ſhall lay down Scriptures to confirm this, that God in electing 
of men to ſalvation, doth not doe it upon foreſight of good 
works, and then lay down reaſons; and after that take off thoſe 


Fiiſt, for the Scriptures that confirm this, we have Rom. 11.5. 
He hath ſaved a remuant according to the election of grace. Inti- 
mating, that the remnant that are ſaved , it is onely of grace, 
not of foreſeen works. So Eph. 1. J, 11. He hath eleCied us accor- 
ding to the good pleaſure of his will. Gods meer good will was | 


the impulſive cauſe of mans election, and nothing in man. 
Cc So 
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| the wombe; neither acts good or evil. Now if God did ele& 


3 


So likewiſe, Rom. 2.11. That Gods eledion might ſtaud, not ac- 

cording to our works, but according to the good pleaſure of him that 

called us. So 2 Tim. 1.9. Not of works, but according to his owne 

purpoſe aud grace. Upon his good pleaſure, and his good will 

to mankinde, upon that ground election ſtands. 

But now to adde ſome reaſons why ic cannot be that God 

ſhould determine in his own councel, to ſave man upon the 

foreſight of his works. Iſhall name four or five. As, 

Firſt, becauſe the inferivur priviledges that God beſtowes 
upon his peoples,as vocation,and juſtification,are not for their 

good works (though they are in actual being) therefore 

much leſſe is election for good works onely foreſeen. Firſt, for 
Vocation, 2 Tim. 1.19. We are called, not according to our owne 
works, but according to the purpoſe of his own grace. And then- 
for Juſtification, we are not juſtified for works neither. Rows; 

24. We are juſtified freely by his grace, for by the works of the | 
law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. Now, if vocation and juſtification 

be not for works, much leſſe is election for works, and for 
works foreſeen, not being actually in us. 

Secondly, becauſe then it would follow, that children dy- | 
ing in infancy could not be elected; * childe being in 
the mothers wombe, if it hath life, it hath a ſoule, and ſoj 
muſt either be ſaved, or damned. But a childe, while ic is in 


perſons to life upon forefight of works, then children dying 
in the wombe could not be elected; becauſe there are no works 
God could foreſee in them. And then this would be a very 
uncomfortable doftrine for parents that have children dying 
oung. | 
Thirdly; then would man have ſomewhat whereof to boaſt 
before his God, as if he could lay claim to ſalvation from him. E 


If God were bound to chuſe men to ſalvation upon forefight | 
of good works, then man might ſay, I thank not God, but! 
thank my believing,and thank my good works, for theſe were 


the motives for which he choſe me to glory; and thus would 
oor man boaſt againſt his Maker. | 
Fourthly , Becauſe God hath elected the worſt of men; 


when others that have more natural worth and goodneſſe * 
; Pen! 
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elected us unto; we are elected to etenal glory, but our works 


no reference to Chriſt, as if Chriſt were the motive. Chriſt was 
| predeſtinated himſelfe, therefore could not be the cauſe of our 


| 1.4, as the common perſon z3 God elected Chriſt firſt in order, 


paſſed by. 1 Cor. 1. 27,28. God hath choſen the fooliſh things of 
the world to confonnd the wiſe, and God hath choſen the weak things 
of the world, G. and baſe things of the world, aud things that are 
deſpiſed hath God choſen, &. And Matth. 11. 25. I thank thee 


0 Father, that thou haft hid theſe things from the wiſe and pru- 


dent, and haſt revealed them unto babes, Thoſe that had the 

reateſt worldly wiſedome, and natural abilities, that moſt 
excel led in outward ſtrictneſſe, and moral vertues, are reject- 
ed, when thoſe that are but babes in underftanding, who ma- 
ny times are the worſt for their moralities,are ele&ed ; which 
is a clear demonſtration, that election is not grounded upon 
faith, or works foreſeen ; for then the beſt had been choſen be- 


fore the refl. | 
Fifthly, Our works carry no proportion to what God hath 


are finite, imperfect, no more then our duty, yea not done by 
our own ſtrength, but by the power of Gods grace, and there- 
fore cannot be that which moveth God to cleft us. 


of Jeſus Chriſt, therfore muchleſs for their works fake, 
It is true, and miſtake me not, I confeſſe, (and fo all Divine: 


Sixchly, becauſe God doth not chuſe men to life for the ſake | 


chat are confeſſe this) that God ſaves a man for Chriſfts ſake, | 
but God elects not a man for Chriſts ſake, but meerly for his 
own good pleaſures fake. God in chuſing a man to life, hath 


predeſtination, 1 Pet. 1.20, We are choſen in him, its true, Eph. 


and all believers in him, but it is not for Chriſts ſake, but ac- 


| [cording to his own will. As ſuppoſe a Kingdome to be new- 


ly ſet up, a King is choſen, and his ſueceſſors to follow after; 
why then all the ſucceeding Kings are choſen in him that was 
firſt elected: ſo are we choſen in Chriſt, God doth chuſe a 
man as freely, as if Chrift did never die; and yet God faves 
none, but for Chriſts ſake z and this makes election on Gods 
part moſt free. God doth not confider Chriſt, nor the good 
works we have, but tis only his own good will engages him 
co ſave ſome, and negle& others. And thus much for proving | 
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this point. There are ſome objections now chat lie in the way 
u hich muſt be removed. 

Gcd, ſay they, doth ele& men upon the foreſight of their 
good works; and they alledge four Scriptures to prove this. 
James 2.2. H ath not God cheſed the poor of this world to be rich in 
faith ? now, ſay they, their laying out their eſtates for good u- 
ſes, and ſo becoming poor, that is the reaſon why God chuſeth | 


them, and neglects richer men. | 

To which Tanſwer. That poor here is onely ſpoken of, as 
the quality of the perſons that are choſen, not as the cauſe 
u hercfore they are choſen, And this anſwer Mr. Perkins gives: 
that poverty is not the cauſe why, but the 2 of the 
perſons that are choſen, that Gods decree of election doth 


commonly run among gue poorer ſort of men, the more to 
| advance his own grace 


hat man ſhall not ſay, election is in · 
ceiled upon works: for if poverty ſhould be the cauſe of their 
cle&ion,then all that are poor ſhould be elected, which is falſe. 
Again further they object, 

2 Theſ. 2.13, God from the beginning hath choſen us to ſalvati- 
ou, through ſandification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. Now 
ſay they, ſanctification, and faith is made as the channel, 
through which election muſt runne , and therefore that is the 
canſe or motive why God did ele& them, To this we anſwer. 

That it is true, God elects men through ſan&ification and 
faith, as the end God aimes at in elect perſons, not as the mo- 
tive for which he ele&s them. And, this anſwer Rivet gives. 
All elect men ſhall be ſanAified,and all ele& men ſhall believe; 
rhovgh it is not for this ſanctiſication and belief that they are 
elected. It is not for grace, but unto grace they are choſen. 
This diſtinction the Scripture gives, 1 Pet. 1. 2. Ie are cleft ac- 
cording to the foreknowledge of God, through ſanctification unto o- 
bedience. No: for, as the motive; but to, as the end. 

Ag in. Tit. 1.1, i is called the faith of Gods elect. Now, ſay 
hey, it is called ſo, becauſe God elects them foreſeeing their 
fiich, To which we anſwer, 

That faith is here called, the faith of Geds Elect; not at 
if God foretering faith did clect men, but becauſe all elect 
| men {hall believe; becauſe faith is a peculiar priviledge be- 


© 
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queries. Tam now to proceed further in the diipatch of what 
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longiug onely co elect men, therefore it is called their faith. 
And then laſtly, one Scripture more they alledge, 2 Tim. 
2. 20. I any nan ſhall purge bimſelf from ſin, be ſhall be 4 veſ= 
| \ ſel of benaur. Now here, ſay they, purging, that is, ſanctiſicati- 
on, and good works, it is made a condicion of election, of be- 
ing a veſſel of honour. God makes this condition, if he fore- 
ſee a man will purge himſelfe, and will live holily, that man 
| ſhall be elected, ſhall be a veſſel of honour. To which we give 
this anſwer, That purging and ſanfification is here Iai{down, 
not as the cauſe, but as the ſigne of their election; not as the 
| cauſe why men are veſſels of honour, but the ſigne or evidence | 
that they are ſo. If you are purged, you ſhall be veſſels of ho- 
nour; that is, if you are ſanctified, it is a ſign to you that you 
are elected. 


Tritte nere 
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2 Pet. 1. 10, 


. Wherefore the rather, Brethren, Give ll diligence to make your 
Calling and Elefiion ſites N 


I HE laſt Conclufion Doctrine drawn from theſe 
we. Words was this, That Chriſtians ſhould put forth a great 
I T deal of diligence to make this ſure to their ſoules, that 
FS they are eternally ele Ged by God to life and glory. In 
| the proſecution of which, I have diſpatched ſeveral 


yet remains to be ſpoken concerning this ſubject. A fourth 
query follows. | 
Fourt:ly , Whether the decree of Election, or Gods pur- 


poſe to iave a company of men, being from eternity, and be- 
i ine 
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ing immutable, whether doch not this give way to man to be 
ſecure, and careleſſe in the uſe of the means of grace, that they 
take no care to ger grace, and to get heaven, while they are 
in the world? This is a very uſeful point to inſiſt upon, ſeeing 
the Arminians charge us with this, that if we hold election 
without reſpect to Gods foreſighit of works in men, then this 
laies open a gap for men to live as they liſt; that they ſay, If 
God hath determined they ſhall be ſaved, they ſhall be ſaved; 
if that they ſhall be damned, they ſhall be damned, whether 
they are holy, or profane; if God hath elected them to life, 
they ſhall be ſaved, let them live as they lift. Thus the Ar- 
minians plead. This therefore is the quere, whether this do- 
arine of election doth adminifter any ground for ſuch a cavil 
as this to be in the minds of men? . | 
| Toanſwer which, I ſhall firfl lay down this general Con- 
clufion, That the decree, or the purpoſe of God about the e- 
le&ion of man to life and falvation, doth no way adminifter 
any iuſt ground to men, to make them live as they liſt, and 
to make them negle& the means of grace and ſalvation.ln the 
clearing of which, I ſhall lay down three particulars, to ſa- 
tisfie you about this matter. As, | | 
Firſt, that Gods decree about Civi} and Temporal matters, 
doth no way give encouragement to men to negle& the ufe 
of means, & live careleſſe of the accompliſhment of his deeree; 
and therefore not ſo in ſpiritual. As now for inſtance: God 
hath determined from all eternity, how long every one of 
us ſhall Tive in the world; our daies are numbred in his coun- 
el. Now, though God hath determined how long we fhall 
live, this no way gives us encouragement to ſay therefore ! 
will never put on a rag of cloathes to cover me in Winter, and 
I will never put a morſel of meat in my mouth; for God hath 
determined how long I ſhall live, and therefore whether I 
eat or no, till then I ſhall not die, Again, God hath determi- 
ned from all eternity, touching every one of us, whether we 
ſhallbe poor or rich in this world, and therefore to draw 
this concluſion, that it is no matter whether I be induſtrious 
in following my calling, and looking after my trade, or whe- 
| ther 1 ſpend my eſtate in rioting and drunkeneſſe; God hath | 
determined 
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determined whether 1 ſhi! be rich or poor; if he hath decreed 
1 ſhall be poor, I fhail be poor; or that I ſhall be rich, I ſhall 
be rich, let me live as Ipleaſe: this reaſoning is very fond 
and fooliſh in Temporal things, therefore much more in 
Spiritual. God hath determined from all eternity thou ſhale 
be ſaved or damned, and the decree of God cannot be chan- 
ged; but now to draw hence, that it is no matter how I 
live, whether in waies of holineſſe, or in waies of fin, this is 


an abuſive collection from Gods decree, Becauſe, as Dr. Preſton 
faith, if a man doth not uſe thoſe means that may evidence to 
his ſoul that he is elected, it is an argument he is not elected. 
If thou ſay, if God hath determined it, he will fave me, whe- | 
ther I am holy or prophane, and therefore I will never hear 
Sermon, never Pray in my family, never uſe holy duties; 
| Saith Preſton, if thou neglect theſe means, it is an argument 
thou art not elected; becauſe, as God hath elected thee to the 
end, he hath alſo ordained thee to uſe the means. I have read 


a ſtory. of an Italian, who lying upon his death-bed, fent 
| for a Phyſician, the moſt exquiſit and exact Artiſt in all Italy; 
and this man held this opinion I am now ſpeaking of, that 
ſeeing Gods decrees were unalterable, a man might live as 
he lift, and yet be ſaved ; that let a man be as holy as he could 
be, if God had decreed his damnation, he ſhould be damned; 
and let a man be never fo wicked, if God have decreed his 
ſalvation, he ſhould be ſaved ; and that the decree of God 


meanes, but onely truſt in God. The Phy fician being a man 


him the ſtate of his body, and where the diſeaſe lay, the party 
d:firing him to preſcribed ſome phy ſick; the Phyſician 3 
him this anſwer : ſaith he, God hath determined how long | 
you ſhall live; therefore, if I give you phyfick, if God hath 
determined you ſhall die, you ſhall die for all that; and if 
he hath decreed you ſhall live, though I give you no phyſick, 
yet you ſha} live. And this anſwer (faith the Hiſtorian) took 
ſuch place with che Italian, that it converted him in this very | 
principle, and he became a man very diligent in following 
| the means of grace, upon this very ſaying. And indeed, - | 
| | Ju 
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took off the uſe of all means, that a man need not uſe any | 


acquainted in the myſteries of Religion, after he had asked 
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uff and grounded ipeech ĩt is. This therefore is my anſwer, | 
| that it uch reatonings as thefe in tempora! things are unreas | 
ſonable, they are much more in ſpiritual. 

Secondiy, to you that make this plea, J would ſay this: 
That at that very inſtant wherein God did decree or deter- 
nine to bring a man to life, at that very inſtant God did de- 

cree that that man would be holy before he died ; ke ſhall uſe 
| all holy and ſanctified means conducible to his ſalvation. Rom. 
8.29. Whom he did predeſt nate, them be did predeſinsgte to be 
| . conformable to the Image of his fon, God the Father, in that very 
decree wherein he doch ordain man to lifc, did ordain, that 
thoſe men elected ſhould live conformable to Jeſus Chriſt. 
Ephe/. 1.4. He bath choſen us in Cbriji, before the foundation of 
| the warld was laid, that we ſhould be holy and blame- 
leſſe before him in love, God did decree, that our lives ſheuld 
be holy; he ordains holineſs as the means, as wel! as heaven 
as the end. So Epbeſ.2.10.God hath created us in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto goed works, which he hath before 014ained, that we ſhould 
walk in them. 2 Theſ.2.13. God, before the world was, at that 
very inſtant wherein he ordained, and choſe men to life, did 
alſo ordain, that men ſhould live a holy and blameleſſe life 
here upon earth. Now then, for men to make this objection, 
that ſeeing God hath decreed men to life, therefore men may 
live as they lift, is abſurd : for if men do live as they lift, it 
is an argument God did not decree them to life, becauſe God 
in decreeing men to life and ſalvation, did decree they ſhould 
5 courſe of ſanctification, and holy living in this 
world. 

Thirdly, ſuppoſe this ſhould be taken for granted, that God 
had decreed to damn thee for me; that God in his purpoſe 
had appointed he would not ſave us; yet God, as a Creator, 
deſerves thy ſervice, God, as a Creator, may lay claim to 
thy duties, Though God ſhould condemn us, yet he making 
us, deſerves obedience, and deſerves duties of thankfulneſſe 
from us. And therefore, under this notion onely, though no o- 
| ther conſideration be looked after, this ſhould engage you to 


\ 


righteous living z and this ſhould engage you in a way of du- 
ties, though he never ſave you. Adam, though he never ihould 
come | 
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come to heaven, being in innocency,yet being ma Je and crea- 
{red by God, was engaged to live a holy life, And ſo it is 


— 


with every man alive, as we are creatures, and have a being 


from God, and the comfosts of this life from God, all this 
doth oblige us to a courſe of obedience, and righteous liv ng 
toward God, though he ſhould throw us into hell, when we 
have done. And thus much for reſolving the fourth Quere, 
that the decree of God touching mans election to life, doth no 
way give encouragement to men to live as they liſt, upon the 
forementioned grounds. I'now paſſe to the fifth Quere. 


Fifchly, what temptations doth the devil ſuggeſt into the 
mindes of godly men,to make them doubt within themſelves, 
that they are not elected by God, when indeed they are, to 
make them think they are reprobetefilver, when they are veſ- 


els of bonour, meet for their Maſters uſe ? Happily I may ſpeak 
- — whoſe ſpirits are perplexed in this caſe. An —— 
ſwer hereunto, I ſhall reduce to three heads, and as I lay them 
down, labour to take them off, that they may be no juſt 
ground or reaſon to make you doubt of your election. 
Firſt, the devil tempts a godly man with this, that ſure you 
cannotbe ele&ed, Becauſe that before your calling you were 
ſo exceeding finful and prophane in your lives; ſo exceeding- 
ly profane, vile, whched livers, that certainly (the devil will 
ay) ſuch 1 you could not fall with in the compaſſe of Gods 
e to ſave. | s 
Scondly,the devil will tell you, that certainly you cannot 
be elected to life, becauſe that after your calling into Jeſus 
Chrift, you have fallen fo fouly into capital, and ſcandalous 
crimes and fins. 


people with outward and great affitions ; thence the devil 
will gather, you are not the choſen and beloved of God. Theſe 
three grand temptations he doth many times faften upon ten- 
der conſciences, meerly to create a world of doubts and per- 
plexities in the choſen veſſcls of mercy. I begin wich the frſt. 

Firſt, the devil tempts you, that ſure you are not elected, 


— —— 


And thirdly, becauſe that God doth continually purſue his | 


becauſe your lives were ſo exceedingly profane, and you were 


feſſion 
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ſuch abominable ill livers, before 2 took upon you the pro- 
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feflion of Jeſus Chriſt, this the devil laies before many a poor 
(cul to tumble at. 1 1 „ 
To ſatisſie you in this therefore, I ſhall lay down four par- 
ticulars by way of anſwer. TY 
Firſt, Many of the ſervants of God before their calling, have 
been very lewd, wicked, notorious, profane livers,and 72 have 
been within the compaſſe of Gods election to life and glory. 
Caſt your eyes upon Paul, and there you ſhall. finde what he | 
was before his call. He tells you himſelf, I was 4 blaſphemer, 
(a horrible fin ] I was a perſecuter, I was injurious to Gods Church. 
I. baled men to priſon for profeſing the name of Jeſus. (Theſe are 
great ſins) Nay further, faith he, I was exceeding mad againſt 
the Church of God. & man enraged with malice againft the 
people of God. Now what could be more vile then theſe ? 
And yet you will finde this man, a chooſen veſſel of mercy. 
Nay, you ſhall finde, God to ſtrengthen the confidence of men 
upon their election, puts a ſcandalous liver and election toge=| 
ther, to make men ſee, that a ſcandalous life before converſion, 
is no prejudice to « mans election. Ads 9.13, 4. And Auanias 
ſaid, Lord, we beve heard of this man by many (Ipeaking of 
Paul) how much evil be hath done to the Saints at Jeruſalem. We 
have heard by many what an evil man this is, and that be bath 
euthority from the cheif Priefts to biude all that call upon thy Name; 
and that this man did do it, did execute his commiſfion ; here 
was a wicked liver: but now mark what the Lord ſaith, Goe 
thy way, for be is a choſen veſſel to me. Here you ſee Ananias 
laies his offence, and his wickedneſſe before him; and yet, Goe 
tb way, ſaith God: Goe tby way, for be is a choſen veſſel to me. 
Ihe like-inftances we have in Manaſſetb and Mary Magdalen. 
This therefore is my firſt anſwer, that many of the ſervants 
of God have been men of very ill and notorious lives, before | 
converſion, and yet they have been within the compaſſe of 
Gods ele&ion to ſalvation; | 

Secondly, though men have been notoriouſly wicked, in 
their lives before calling, yet if this aotorious wickedneſs doth 
lay any engagement upon them, to make them labour to be 
more eminent in grace after calling; this is rather a fign of 
election, then reprobation. It is obſervable in Paul, he was | 
« 
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a notorious wicked man before his call; but now this excee- 
| ding wickedneſſe of his before call, did engage him to labour 
to exceed all others in goodneſſe after he was converted; and 
the more evil he was before, the more holy he labours to be 
after. As he laboured before to hale men to priſon for pro- | 
feſſing Jeſus Chriſt, he is now as zealous to draw men to Jeſus 

Chrift after his call; he was very induftrious to do evil before 
his call, and this made him after his call, as he ſaith-himſelf, 
I was in labours more abound aut then they gil, And ſo Mary Mag- 
dxJen, who before her calling was a vile woman, one that 
was a common harlot; a woman out of whom Jeſus Chriſt 
caft ſeven devilsz and yet this woman, after her calling, ſhe 
laboured to be more eminent in godly ſorrow, then any 
woman before or ſince; ſue waſhed Chrifts feet with ber teares, 
and wiped them with the baires of ber hesd, The like of which | 


you do not tead of any woman in Sc „And this was a 


fore calling, ſhall lay ſuck an engagement upon you to be- 
come more eminent in grace after ealling; this is a very good 
encouragement or evidence that you are within the compaſſe 
of Gods election; and therefore you have no cauſe to be dif 
{ conraged. - Suppoſe before the word laid hold upon your 
conſcience, you were guilty of filthy fins, not fit to be named 
in the congregation ; if you will the more honour God, and 
praiſe God now, and walk moreſhumbly, and labour to ex- 
cell each other in grace now, as you did in'fin ia times paſt. 
This is a great ſign that you are in the compaſſe of Gods E- 
MT. 7 DE SITE — * 13 4% 
{ * Thirdly, you that have been ſcandalous in your lives be- 
fore calling, for your comfort know, that God in his eter- 
nal counſel doth commonly make the profane and wicked 
and the worſt of men, the objects of his election, rather then 
civil honeſt men, rather then men that are of an honeſt and; 
civil, and moral converſation here in this world. And the Lord 
doth it upon this ground, the more to magniſie the freeneſſe, 

and the riches of his own grace in electing men to life. F or 
ſhould God only chuſe moderate and civil honeſt men in the 

| world, men would be apt to think it is that mans morality, | 
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and that mas civility, that was the motice which provoked 
God to ele& them; and therefore God, to overthrow theſe 
thoughts, he lets electfon runne rather unto men that have 
been nocorioufly groſſe and finful in aheir lives, then other 
men; Maxaſſch a notorious bloody man, yet falls within the 
cowpallic of Gods electien, when many a. civil man is left out. 
May, a common harlot;..yet choſen, when many. a modeſt 
| chafte woman was caſt into hell. Man. 1. 3 1, 32. That Chr iſ 
urgeth a.parable of two men. One that ſaid be would go and 


ſaid, the firſt. And Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily I ſay unto you, 
will ſay, was this common? this was onely one fingle time: 


therefore mark the next words, For Febs came to you in the way 


not believe, you Pbriſees, ſtrict moral men, that did not flie 


| out into ſuch ſcandals as other men did, you would. not be- 


- [{ednefſe. 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10, 11: Neither 


&ed to extortion, and unconſcionable gain, they imbraced 
Feſus Chriſt, when moral men would not. This therefore 
{hould be another comfort for you, that many times election 
rnnns rather to the profaner ſort of men, then to men that 
are civil and righteousdealing men here in the world; and 
{this God hoth to magnific the riches of his own grace. 
Fourchly, that ic is. no matter what you. were before your 


former milcarriages ſhall no way — your future bleſ- 

ornicator, nor Idolater, nor 

Adulierer, nor envious, nor tbieſe, nor covetauti nor reviler ſhall enter 
uto the Kingdom e of Heaven 5 and ſuch were ſame of you &c. Here 

| you ſee a Catalcgue of vile evils heaped together, and ſuch 
were ſcme 6f you 53 hut nem v0 — now hen are ſandiſied, 

. So that no matter what you were before converſion, , 


though guilty of great fins, ſo you are now a reformed peo- 
ple, now a ſanctiſed people, Titus 3.3. We our ſelves were = 


folow Chriſt, but did not; end the other ſaid be would not ge, but | 
did; nom whioh of theſe twain did the will of Gbriſt? aud they | 
that publicans and barlots ſpall go into heaven before you. But you | 


{ of righteouſneſl, aud you believed not; but the publicans aud bar 
lets telieved inChrift.. Foha came preaching, and you wonld 


lieve, ſaich Chriſt, but Publican s, men that were moſt addi- | 


Hell ng, if you are a repentant and holy people after ; your | 


| the: fooliſn,diſubedient, decieved, ſerving divers lufts and, lea. 
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fures,and living in malice and envy,&c.You were ſo, but after the 
kindnc(3 & love of God appeared to yon, after they were converted 
they were not ſo. So that theſe fonr particulars wil clearly take 
off chisobjection, that no matter what you were before conver- 
 ſtongif you are now a repentant people, and bewail your evils, 
and reform your waies, your former ill led life will be no 
hindrance at all to your election. Indeed this | muſt needs ſay, 
chat you that have been moſt notorious in ſin, God expects 
this at your hands, that you be moſt eminent in grace, moſt 
deep in humiliation, moſt eminent in godly ſorrow, though 

your former evils do no way paejudice your election. | 
| Secondly, if che devil cannot faſten this upon you, he will 
come upon you with chis aſſiult, viz. your frequent falling 
into ſcandalous and foul, and groſſe enormities, after you 
| took upon you a you 2n of Jeſus Chrift, And this the | 
devil will lay cloſe : happily fin before converſion was not ſo 

great; but now ſince you have followed Sermons, and ſince 
you have profeſſed Jeſus Chrift, fince that time you have fal- 
len foulely into grofſ: and ſcandalous ſins, and ſurely this is. 
inconſiſtent with grace, and cannotbefal perſons within the 


compaſſe of Gods election. 
And l confeſſe thisis both lad and hazardous; yet I ſhall 
lay down three things to uphold: thee, chat yet for all this 
chou maĩeſt he within che compaſſe of Gods election. As, 

Firſt, that divers perſons that were within the compa: of 
Gods election, have fallen foulely into groſſe (ins. after their 
call. Est, after he was called, ſell to be inceftucus,and fell to 
drunkeneffe; 'David, after he was called, fell into Adultery; 
Peter, after he was called, fell to a denial of Jeſus Chriſt. Vea, 
| you read of Solomon, 1 Kings 11.9. Tbat bis beart was turned | 
from the Lord, after the Lord bad revealed bimſelſ unto him twice. 
After God had revealed himſelf to Salomon, and converted him; 
after that time he did evil againſt his God. ' Nay, you read | 
further, Nebem. 13.26 27. That S:/omons wives turned away bis 
beart from tbe Ld, iboug h be was the beloved of bis God Though 
he were beloved by God, and were elected by him, yet his 
[wives turned away his heart from the Lord. The like phraſ- 


you have Numb. 4 33. After all theſe works, 1 bave done among,” | | 
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there, and the miracles I bave ſhewn them in A2pt, and in ibe 
Wilderneſ, they have provokgd me,ſaith th: Lora, theſe ten times. 
Atcer they were the Lords by covenant, and after they were a 


delivered people; after this they provoked him many a time, | 


by ſinning againſt him, and yet divers of them were cle& veſ- 
{els of mercy. So that, I ſay, many of Gods ſervants after 
their calling, are fallen foulely into ſcandalous fins, and yet 
have been within the compaſſe of Gods election. 
Secondly, if you falling into groſſe and ſcandalous ſins, 


| have not theſe four ſinful ingredients, your; falling. into fin 


after calling, may be conliftent with election. Flrſt, if you 
fall not into fin voluntarily. Secondly,if you fall not into the 
ſame ſin frequently. Thirdly, if you fall not into fin with 
complacency. And fourthly, if you lie not under your fall 
impenitently, If theſe ingredients be mixed with your fin» 
ning after your eall, they are inconſiſtent with election. Firſt, 
if you fall into ſin voluntarily, that you ruſh into. fin, as 4 borſe 
into the battel, Secondly, if you fall into the ſame fin frequent- 
ly, then it is hazardous and dangerous. It is true Peter denied 


into Adultery, but it was never but once; Let mas eniley of 
drunkenneſſe, but onely in one fit: For the Servants of God, | 


| chough they fall, yetthey fall not frequently into the ſame fin, 
if grofſe and ſcandalous. - Thirdly, if you fall into fin with | 


complacency,that you take pleaſure in the evils you fall into; 
if you do as Fob faith, walow ſin under your tongue, counting it 


| 


ſweet and delightfometo:you;And laftly; if all this be joy ned 
with tmpenicency; that you have not a heart to repent of the 
evils you fall intd, the Lord have mercyupon youz for certain» 
ly, if you fall into fin with theſe ingredients, you are not with- 


| in the compaſſe of Gods mercy to ſave. But now, though you 
do fall into ſin, if it be not voluntary, but through the force/af 


| temptation if it be not with complacency, but adiſlike of the 
| fins you fall into; and as ſoon as you do fall, and fee your | 


ſins you repent and riſe again, though you doe fall in this 


lof Jeſus Chrift, may be confiſtent with Ele&tian in theſe foure 


way, it will be no prejudice to your election. 
Thirdly, falling into ſinne after calling and profeſſion made 


caſes. 


81 — — 


Chrift, bus it was but in one fic of a temptation. Devid fell | 
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caſes. Firſt, if the firs you fall into be clearly diſcerned, Se- 
condly, if they are ſenſibly bewailed. Thirdly, if they are 
ſtrongly reſiſted; and laſtly, if they are day ly laboured, and 
pray ed againſt. Though you doe fall into finne, yet in theſe 

caſes ſin wil! not be damning to you, or be an impediment to 
your election. And thus I have done with the ſecond caſe of 
conſcience. Only let me urge this one thing before ] leave it, 
(for I would not have you make this Docteine a Doctrine of 
[liberty ; but I would have you lay this to heart) chat if any 
of you fall foulely after converſion, believe.it, God will make 
you ſmart for this, though not in hell, yet you ſhall have a 
hell in your conſcience, you ſhall have the very preguſtations 
of hell, a wounded confcience, and God willſexpect deep 


| 


hamiliation, and great repentance, if you fin after profeſſion 
made of Jeſus Chriſt. It may have that influence upon you, as 
upon Devid, who cried out, I buve uo quietnefle in my bones, by 
[reaſon of my fin. God will give you no reſt night, nor day by 

reaſon of ſin, if y ou run into ĩt after profellion made of Jeſus 


Chriſt; | gel 
| Thirdly, men do doubt of their election, becauſe God pur- 


ſues them with continual afflictions, and layes the continued 


ſtrokes of his heavy wrath upon them ;; and this makes many a 
godly man think that he is not in the number of Gods elect 
ones. To which I ſhall briefly anſwer. 
Iuhat this is nothing elſe but a temptation, and not a truth; 
and it was the very controverſie that Jobs friends had with 


himz they would faften this upon Job, that he was a Reprobate, 
and an Hypotrite, becauſe God did ſo aflit him: yet Fob ma in- 
tained his fincerity, and ſhews his grounds, that God was his 
friend, and that he did not reje& him, though he did affli& 
him. But to ſpeak more particularly. : | 
Firſt, no man can infallibly and certainly judge of Gods 
purpoſes about mans election, or reprobation, by any of the 
diſpenfations of God toward their bodies in the things of this 
life. Eecl. 9. 1, 2. No man knows eitber love or hatred by any thing 
thet is before him. All things fall alike to all, The ſame event to him | 


that feareth God, and to him that fearetb him not, to him that ſwea- 


| reth, and to him that feareth an oath, 


Secondly, | 
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"Secondly, Afflictions from God are fo far from being | 
| grounds, or evidences that a man is not elected, that in ſame 
caſes they may prove evidences that they are the very elect of 
God. Heb. 12. 6,7. He chaftencth every ſon whom: he receivetb; 
tbey are baftards,@nq uot ſons, whom be ci aftiſeth not. As many 4 
T love, 1 rebuke end chaſten, be zealous therefore and repent. Rev. 
3.19. In ſome caſes afflictions from God are rather tokens of 
love from God, then the contrary. As now, in caſe afflictions 
be as a ſpur to you, to make you quicken your pace in heavens | 
way. 2. Incaſe your affii ions be as pruning-hooks to you, 
to cut and lop off the luxuriant buddings and workings of 
finne in the heart. 3. In caſe affliction be as a hedge to you 
co keep you in, and to make you walk in acloſe communi» 
on with God, and not to wander or goe aftray from him: 
4. In caſe affliction be as a file to you, to file off that ruſt 
that cleaves to your nature. 3. In caſe affliction proves a 
furnace to refine you from that droſſe of corruption that 
is mixt wich your ſervices. In: theſe caſes afflitions are ſo 
farre from being grounds to doubt of your Election, that 
ne may rather give you evidence, you are the very elect of 


2 
© Thirdly, That God in his wiſedome doth many times ex- 
poſe his own people to greater troubles in this Iiſe, then he lets 
wicked and reprobat: men undergoe. God will not give re- 
probates their hell here, that ſo he might give them hell here- 


| after. God will not give the elect heaven here, to make hea» | 


ven more defirable to them while they live here; and more 
welcome when they come there. It is Gods pleaſure in the diſ- 
penſations of his providence amongſt men, to let his own _ 
ple lie under more outward ſorrows, then wicked men fhall 
do, Pſal.73.5. Their eyes burſt out with fatueß, tbey are not in trou- 
ble, as other men, neither are they plagned as other men are. The 
Lord in his diſpenſations doth ſo deal with wicked men, that 
— are not plagued, _ are not troubled as godly men are 
in this world, And therefore ſurely affliction is no argument 
| of Gods diſpleaſure, or of their not being within the compaſs 


of Gods purpoſe to do them good, 
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Wherefore the ratber, Brethren, give #ll dil gence to make your | 
Calling end Election ſure. 


Spe en E Doctrine I am yet upon is this, That Chriſt 
18 


ans ought to put forth a great deal of diligence to 

i make this ſure to their ſoules, that they are eternal- 

SUS ly called by God te life end ſalvation. In the 

proſecution of which Doctrine, I have gone over 

ſeveral particulars and have now onely one Query more to 

| ſatisfie about Election, and then to winde up this Doctrine, in 

laying down ſome explicatory propoſitions, very conducible 

to illuſtrate this Doctrine of Election. And the Quere to be 
reſolved is this. f 

What are thoſe deluſions of the Devil whereby he nouriſh- 
eth preſumptuous perſwaſions in the minds of men, that they 
are elected by God, when they are not ? And to anſwer this, 
I ſhall reduce all I have to ſay under theſe three heads. 

Firſt, The Devil perſwades wicked men that they are ele- 
Qed upon this ground: Becauſe they doe not break forth in- 
to ſuch groſſe and ſcandalous enormities in their lives, as 
many men that live about them doe: and therefore the De- 
vil boulſters them up in this, Surely if you were not 
elected, you would be as bad as any, and as vile and exor- 
bitant as any. Now ſeeing God keeps you in, that you ro 
not ſuch things in your lives, as other men doe; this may be 
a comfortable evidence to you, that you are in the number of | 
Gods elect ones. And this deluſion deceives thouſands of peo- 
ple, eſpecially morallized and civillized men; they run hood- 


| winkt to hell, nouriſhing jhopes of life and ſalvation, and 
| 3 | 5 never! 
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never feel the contrary, till they come to death and hel], 1 
ſhall declare this to be a delufion, in laying down four or five 
particulars. As | 

Firſt, That there are many men, that are mentioned in 
Scripture, not to havebeen within the compaſſe of Gods ele- 
ction, who yet were men of very blamleſſe and honeſt lives, 
not blemiſhed with any groſſe and ſcandalous evils. Read Luke 
18.11,14. of the Phariſee. He tels you, e thanks God he was no 
extorticner, no adulterer, uo covetons perſin, uo diunkard, nor was 
he as wicked as the Publican was, Hers you fee a man that 
ſpake vauntingly and truly, that he was not a man that broke 
out into thoſe miſcarriages other men did; yet what was this 
man ? An ele veſſel? No. Read ver. 14. and the Text tels 
you, the Publican went away juſtified rather the other; the Pha- 
ſee, though he was free from ſcandalous and groſſe enormĩ- 
ties in his life, yet he was not a juſtified man, and ſo by con- 
ſcquence not an ele& man. You read of hypocrites, Mat. 23. 
that cleanſed the outfide of the cups and of the platter, that is, 
cleanſed their converſations, and cleanſed the outward man 
of groſſe ſcandals, and yet within were full of filth; and Chrift 
tels us, they were hypocrites, that ſhould have their portion in 
hell, And ſhould you view over Hiſtorians that write of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, and ftrit men among the Jewes, they 
will tell you what wonderful holy-lived men they were; they 
were often in duties, faſted twice a week, prayed every day in 
the corners of the ſtreets; none ſo ftrict as they in obſervin 
the Sabbath; would goe vailed, left they ſhould be enſnared 
by laſcivions objects; and yet theſe very men ſo wonderful 
ſtrict and cautious, were men that had no dram of grace in 
them at all. Though they were a people thus well dreſſed in 


che fuſt, that many men have had their lives free from groſſe 
ſcandals, and yet were men that were not elected by God to 
life and ſalvation. | 

| Secondly, That a mans converſation may be free from ſcan- 
dalous finnes, yet if this freedome from ſcandals proceed from 


| a wrong principle, it may be in a perſon not elected. As I will 


make. 


of waking our Election ſure, py Ser, 1 6. 
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| 


their lives, yet the Scripture tels us of them, that Whores and 
Harlots ſhould goe to Heaven before them. This therefore is 
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make lt appeare. There may be a freedome from groſſe tings 
proceeding from a threefold principle, and yet a man be in a 
ſtate of damnation and of reprobation. As firſt, There may 


an elect perſon for all this. And then thirdly, a man may be 


ceed from a renewed nature, from a ſanctified heart, — 


| 


be a freedome from ſcandals, proceeding from religious edu. 


cation; ſccondly, from a natural diſpoſition 3 and thirdly, 


from the power of reſtraining grace. Firſt, there may be a 
freedome from groſſe ſinnes, proceeding from the power of 
education. So the young man in the Goſpel, Matth. 19. 18, 
19, 20. when Chriſt told him what the Law was. Thou ſhalt 
not commit adultery, ibou ſhalt not fteal, thou ſhalt love thy neigh» 
bour as thy ſelfe, thou ſhalt doe no murder, thou ſhalt not beare 
falſe witneſie, & c. Saith the young man, All theſe have I kept 
from my youth. He was a Phariſee, and his parents ſtrict in 
their courſe of living,and brought him up ſo from his youth ; 
and yet this man no elect man, ver. 32. Secondly, a man may 
be free from ſcandalous fins, ariſing from an ingenious natu- 
ral diſpofition. A mans diſpoſition may ſometimes be utterly 
averſe to ſome ſinnes. Plutarch a heathen could ſay this, I had 
rather it were ſaid, there were no ſuch man as Plutarch in the 
world, then to ſay that f lutarch was unchaſte, Plutarch was 
a drunkard, or Plutarch was a ſwearer. Mans natural tem- 
per may ſometimes be free from groſſe finnes, and yet he not 


free from groſſe ſinnes, as proceeding from the power of re- 
ſtraining grace, Gen. 20.6. I alſo withheld Abimelech from ſinning | 


againſt me. He was a Heathen, and a wicked man, and 
yet God, by the power of reftraining grace, did keep A ime- 
lech from running into that exorbitant courſe of finning a- 
gainſt him. So that if a man be free from groſſe ſinnes, and 
yet proceeding from falſe principles, a man may not be an 
elect man for all this. Unleſſe your freedome from ſinne pro- 


from the ſaving operation of the holy Ghoſt; unleſs it comes 
from cheſe principles, your freedome from groſſe finnes can 
be no pledge to your ſoules, that you are elected by God to 
life. | 
Third!y, that a man having a good life, free from ſcan» | 
dalous ſinnes, if he have not a good heart, that is no argument 
Ee2 of 
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of a man that is within the compaſſe of Gods election, Rom. 
2. 28529. He is not a few, which is one outwardly; nor is that 
circumciſion, which is outward in the fleſh: but be is & ew, which 
is one inwardly, and circumciſion is of the beart, whoſe praiſe is not 


of men, but of God, Intimating, that he is not a Chriſtian; he 


is not an elect Jew, that was one outwardly ; that is , that 


was conformable to the rites and cuſtomes of the ſewes; but 
he was one that was one inwardly, that had his fins mortified 
his nature changed, and his heart cleanſed, he was an elect 
_ So that to have a holy life, if a man have not an holy 
eart, is no ſign that a man is within the compaſſe of Gods 
election. | 
Fourthly, God in electing men to life, doth paſs by moral 
and civil honeſt men, that truſt and depend upon their own 
righteouſneſſe and ftrict living, rather then any ſort of men 
in the world. Math. 21: 31, 33. ſaith Chriſt, 7obn Baptiſt 
preached tbe Gaſpel of repentance,. but you believed not, but Pub- 
licans and barlots believed. Thoſe Phariſees that did depend 
upon their own righteouſneſs, and their own goodneſs, Chrift 
did not call them, Chrift did not own them, God made them 
not the objects of his election. Hence it is ſaid, Matth. g. 13. 
Chriſt came not to call the righteous hut ſinners to repentance: that 
is, men depending upon their own righteouſneſſe, and their 
own parts, they are left out by Chriſt , as if he came not 
for them; but Chriſt came to call finners, that ſee their ſinne, 
and were vile in their own. eyes, Chriſt came to call ſuch, 
Again, . 
we The ſecond deluſion, whereby the devil makes men think 
they are elected by God, is drawn from their external voea- 
tion; that they are not onely civilized and moralized ones, 
but they finde the power of the word to call them ; and upon 
tais vocation they bottome the hopes of their election. And 
they have Scripture for it, Row. 8. 30. Whom God predeſtinates 
he calls, Now God hath called them by thg. word, and they 


have fonnd the word come with power upon their con- 


ſcience, to reforme the evils of their life. ( And the power of 
vocation they deem higher (as indeed itis) then the power 


of education, or natural temper;) and therefore, think they, I 
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having vocation, this is an evidence to me of my election. 
To this deluſion I (hal only. ſay two things,by way of anſwer. 
' Firſt, it is true indeed) the Scripture ſaith, all whom God 
predeſtinates, he calls; but the Scripture doth not ſay, that all 
whom he calls, he predeftinates. No man that God appoints 
to life, but before he dies, God will call him by the word; but 
God doth not ſay any where, that thoſe whom he calls, them 
he did predeſtinate to life. 

Secondly, many men zre outwardly called by the word into 
a profeſſion of Chrift, when they are not eternally elected by 
God to ſalvation, Mat. 22.14. Many are called, but few are cho- 
ſen, Many are called, but all thoſe that are externally called 
by the word, are not choſen, nor all ordained to life. A man 
may be called from ignorance to knowledge, yet not elected 
Heb. 6. 4. Aſter they were enlightned, and bad taſted the word of 
God, and the power of the world to come, yet they fell away. A man 
may be called from profaneſſe to profeſſion, from the world 
into the Church, as Simon Magus was, yet not elected, but re- 
main in the gall of bitterneſſe, and bond of iniquity. 

Thirdly, Athird delufion whereby men are deceived by the 
Devil, to think they are elected, when they are not, is this. If 
they cannot plead their education, and moral manner of li- 
ving;. orif they cannot plead their vocation, their laſt plea is, 
the mercy of God,. they hope God is a merciful God, and 
God made them not all to damn them; they are Gods crea- 
tures, made by him, and God that made them, will ſave them; 
and hereupon they faſten their hopes, that they are in the 
number of Gods electenes. This is a ſtrong deluſion, eſpe- 
cially amongſt ignorantipeoplè. And to this I anſwer in two 
particulars. 

Firſt, when as men ſay, God is a merciful God . therefore 
they hope they are elected, I anſwer : It is true, God is a 
merciful God, yet God is as juſt as merciful z he is merciful- 
ly juſt, and juſtly merciful; his mercy cannot intench upon 
his Juftice , nor ſhall his Juſtice intrench upon his mer- 


cy; one Attribute ſhall not claſh with another; he is no |: 


more merciful then he is juſt, nor is he more juſt then he is 


| merciful: | | 
Se- 
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| Secondly, though God be a merciful God, yet Gods ſaving 

mercy is not ſo large as to extend to all creatures that live, 
that he hath made. You read 1ſay 27. 11. This is 4 people of 
no underſtanding, therefore he that made them will not have mercy 
upon them, and be that formed them will ſhew them no favour. Here 
you ſee the Prophet tels them, that that God that made them, 
will damn them, and that God that formed them, that God 
will ſhew them no favour. So that Gods mercy extends not ſo 
tar, as to reach to all the works of his hands; for if ſo, the 
devils might claim ſalvation as well as man 3 for God made 
them when they were glorious Angels, as well as man : and 
therefore, if all the works of Gods hands ſhould plead for ſal- 
vation, they might as well come within the compaſſe of Gods 
election as wicked men doe. | 

And thus you ſee in theſe ſeveral Sermons, I have finiſhed 
the Doctrines of Effectual Vocation, and Eternal Election. I 
will now a little illuſtrate the point, by laying down ten Pro- 
poſitions, which will ſerve to clear the Doctrine of Election 
in many points about it, and ſo conclude. 

Firſt, That all men are not the objects of Gods election, or 
of Gods choice, And this propofition doth confute the opi- | 
nion of Origen. Origen was of this minde, that all mankind 
ſhould be ſaved; nay, the very devils themſelves, they ſhould 
all be ſaved by Chriſt. A moſt groundleſſe and unheard of o- 
pinion; for all men are not elected to ſalvation. Jude tels us 
in his Epiſtle, there were ſome of old ordained to condemna- 


tion; and if ſo, ſurely they could not fall within the compaſs 
of G6ds election, 1 — 5.9. There are ſome erdained to wrath; 
but we are not amongſt them, ſaith the Apoſtle, but we are or- 


dained to obain ſalvation by Feſus Chriſt. All are not objects of 
Gods election to life. 


Secondly, that the feweſt ſort of men and women that God 
hath made are the objects of his election. God in his owne 
councel hath elected to life and ſalvation the feweſt ſort of 


| point. Many are called, but few are choſen. Matth. 22. 14. Rom. 


men and women in the world. And this is a very dreadful 


11.5. A remnant, according to the election of grace. And here in 
purſuing this head, I ſhall lay down two things under this 


pro 


FPR 


[honeſt men choſen by God to life and ſalvation, There are 
5 pole to fave, 1 Cor. 1.26. Net many mighty, (he doth not ſay, 


ſamong the Jewes, who had this proverb amongſt them, that 


gate, which their Camels being laden could not go through 
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propoſition: Firſt, that there are but few rich men choſen by | 


God to life and ſalvation. Secondly, there are but few civil 
but few rich men that fall within the compaſſe of Gods pur- 


not any; but not many mighty ) not many noble, not mrny great 
ones of the world are choſen, You read Matth. 19.24. That it is 
as eaſie for a Camel to go thorough a Needles eye, as for a rich man 
to enter into the Kiugdome of G. As eaſie for 8 Camel. It is not 
meant in this ſenſe, as ſome expound it. That there was a 
gate in Hieruſalem called the Needles ey e; a little and low 


and therefore they muſt unload the burden, and the Came 
ſtoop before they could enter. Some hink Chriſts ſpeech had 
relation to that Beza ſaith, that inſtead of xepjawv a Camel, 


— . 


| 


they read «dam a Cable, which, if untwiſted may be put 
chrough the eye of a Needle, but the knot is not untied, but 
cut by this Expoſition; But the words were a proverbial ſpeech 


when any one ſpake things either unlikely or unprobable,they 
would ſay, This can be as eaſily done, às a Camel can goe 
through a Needles eye. And Chriſt, alluding to this Proverb, 
ſaith, that rich men, that dote upon their riches, and cleave 
to their wealth, and rather part with heaven and Chriſt, and 
ſoule and all, then part with their riches, Chriſt makes it an 
unpoſſible thing for ſuch rich men to come into heaven. As 
J once told what, Buchanan ſaid, lying upon his death-bed in 
a meſſage to King James, Iam going to that place, where few | 
Kings come. And Beloved, the ſpeech is true, for ot many 
wiſe, not many mighty, not many noble hath the Lord choſen. See 
condly, few civil hon*ft men doe fall within the compaſſe of 
Gods choice to ſave. Moral men, that truſt upon their civility 
and moral honeſty, and plain dealing; few or none of theſe 
come to heaven. Publicans and Harlots ſhall come to Heaven be- 


r 


| fore you. Matth. 21. 32. Whores and Harlots believe in me, 


when You do nor, faith Chriſt. N 
Thirdly, That though God in his own counced hath deter- 


mined,or made choice but of the feweſt number of men& wo- 
men 
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4 men to life and ſalvation, yet this doth no way intrench up- 
on the mercy of God, this doth no way leſſen or impeach the 
'| mercy of God. Men may think, as if ſurely God had caſt off 
all bowels, and caſt offall mercy. What ? God make fuch a 
world of men as he hath done, and ſave but a few of theſe ? | 
Man might think, as if God were a hard Maſter, that deligh- 
ted in the deſtruction of man, that had forgotten to be graci- 
ous; ſuch a hard charge will they be apt to lay upon God. 
But now, Beloved, that God hath elected ſo few a number to 
life, this doth no way impeach the mercy of God. And this 
I make appear thus: becaufe God was bound to ſave none at 
all; therefore you cannot challenge God cither with unmer- 
_ | cifulnefle, or unfaĩthfulneſſe, if he thould ſave none. It was a 
meer act of his bounty and good will, that he would ſave a- 
ny. Nay, ſecondly, there is that in man, in the beft of men, 
chat might juſtly provoke God not to fave any: And there- 
fore, if God ſave any, it is of grace. And this is a certain rule, 
that God doth ſhew more mercy in ſaving of one, then he 
would. have done rigour of Juftice, had he damned all. As 
may be made plaine by this compariſon. _— forty 'men 
| guilty of Rebellion were arraigned for their lives, and were 
condemned to die by the Law; if the Prinee pardon foure of 
theſe forty he ſhewes more mercy in pardoning the foure, then 
he doth rigour of Juflice in condemning the forty. Why ? 
becauſe the Fa deſerved death in all alike. So it is with 
God: Every man upon earth deſerves death and damnation, 
and if God cull out any of the maſs of mankind, to ſave them, 
he ſhewes more mercy , then he had done rigorous Juſtice, 
—_ he have deftroyed all, becauſe he is bound to ſave none 
at all. 

Fourthly, God in electing a certain number to life, doth it 
| without foreſight of any good works which he ſaw would be 
in them. Indeed the Pœpiſts and Arminians joyn their ſtrength, 
to maintain this; God, ſay they, foreſaw men would believe 
| in Chrift, and would be holy in their lives,and therefore God 
did chuſe them to life. This you may remember I ſpent ſome | 
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time in overthowing formerly, and therefore paſs it over now, 
2iz. That God did not chuſe men to life, with reference to | 
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any works he foreſaw in them. This indead is an un- 
doubted truth; All men whom God did ele& to life, he 
foreſaw they would have.good works in them; but Gods 
foreſeeing of this, was not the canſe for which he did ele& 
them. No, the motive was his own will, according ro the 


| 


pleaſure of his own grace, Rom 9.1. and Rom.11.5. A remnant + 
ere ſeved according to the eletion of grace, for if it were of works, 
grace is no more grace. Were election upon forefight of good 
works, then it would follow, that infants dying in infancy 
were not within the compaſſe of Gods election, becauſe an 
infant ſo dying, could not perform any good works; and fo 
their caſe would be moſt miterable. Beſides, we are not juſti - 
fied by actual works, therefore not elected upon works fore 
ſeen. Rom. 3. a4. for there is the like reaſon of theſe two. | 
Fifchly, That Gods election is ſo free, that in chuling and 
electing men to life and ſalvation, he doth not do it for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. Underſtand this well, that therein 
you might both give Chriſt his due, and God the father his 
dhe: for miftake me not. God doth ſave none but by Chriſt, 
but God did elect men without reference to Jeſus Chriſt as 
the motive of election, meerly according to the purpoſe of 
| his own will. All modern and latter Divines lay down this 
for a truth, that it was the meer pleaſure, and good will of 
| God to man, that was the motive of Gods ele&ing us, and 
not Chriſt. Chriſt could not be the cauſe, becauſe he was 
the effect. Now what is the effect, cannot be the cauſe. Gods 
love in electing mankind, did produce Jeſus Chrift to be the 
means of our — and of bringing about Gods election, 
therefore he being the effect of election cannot be the cauſe. 
The cauſe of election was eternal, but the merits of Chriſt 
were not ſo. Again, Chrift was elected himſelf. 1 Pet. 1. 20. 
He was preordained of God before the world wa. Now he that was 
elected himſelf, could not be the cauſe of our election. Be- 
fades the elect are ſaid to be given to Chriſt to be ſaved, 7obn 
17.2. therefore he was not the cauſe of our election. It is true, 
the Scripture tells us, Epb.1.4 We are elected in Chriſt, i. we 
are elected in Chriſt as a common perſon, God fu ſt choſe 
Chriſt, and then believers W 2 as members of his body. 
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_ [try 3 ordinarily election runs that way. God hath choſen the 


But God elects no man for Chrifts ſake, but man is choſen 

meerly of Gods bounty, without reference to Jeſus Chrift. 
| And here Divines ſay, Gods love in electing man to life was 
as free, as if Chriſt had never died; and it was ſo free, that 
man was not beholding co Chriſt for his election; and yet 
Chriſts ſufferings were ſo full, as if men were not bound to 
God for their election. Thus they are pleaſed: to expreſſe it. 
And the reaſon why the Scripture ſpeaks thus, that we are 1 
onely choſen in Chriſt, not for Chriſt, is to give God the 
Father his due in electing men to life: that God did it meer- 
ly of his own grace, and therein Gods love and favour is ap- 
parent to all the world, that he did ele& man without Chriſt, 
as the motive of his election: and yet Jef us Chrift being come 
into the world, he carries on our ſalvation, and he is the 
cauſe of it z though he was not the cauſe of Gods firſt thoughts, 
in electing man to life. | 

Sixthly, All men that are elected by God to life and ſalva- 

tion fhall ſooner or later before they die be called into a ftate 
of converſion, and believing, Rom. 83. 30. nbom be did predeſtinate, 
then be alſo called: and Adds 13.48. As meny - were ordained to 
eternal life believed, So that Gad the father, in ordaining 
man to life, hath ordained this alſo, that before they die, they 
ſhall be a converted and believing people, and therefore men 
remaining unconverted, uncalled, unbelieving, they are not 
the obic&s of Gods election. ö 
Seventhly, that God in chuſing or electing men to life, doth 
let his election runne ordinarily unte the meaneſt, and unto | 
the worſt ſort of men in the world, men that have leaft natu- 
ral endowments, leaſt moral excellencies,leaſt worldly gallan- 


poor things of this world, and things diſpiſed, and things that are | 
not hath be choſen. 1 Cor. 1. 27. Jam.2.5; Hath not God choſen the 
poor of this world to be rich in faith. Ordinarily the Lord ehuſeh 
poor and mean men, that have no natural or moral excellen- | 
cies. Hence it was that when Chrift left the learned Phariſees, 
and Doctors among the Jewes,the ignorant and poor people, 
they flocked after 2 Chriſt; they looked after Jeſus Chriſt, | C 
hep the rich and great men of the world had no ſhare in 


him —_—__—Eighibly, | 
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ture tells us be was a choſen veſſel, Ads 9.15, and yet Paul lived 


| 13.19,20. There ſhall be tribulation, ſaith Chriſt, ſuch as was not 
from the beginning of the world, nor ſhallbe to the and thereof: but | 
for the eleti ſake thoſe. daies ſpall be ſhortned, Por his eleck fake, | 


| deftroy them not. God did not deſtroy the Nation of the 
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Eightly, that a man may be an ele& childe of God, and yet 
not expreſſe che fruit of his election in many years here in the 


world, and this is a very comfortable point. An inſtance 
ycu have of this in Paul. It is obſervable of Paul, the Scrip- 


many years, before the fruit of his election appeared in him. 
Some Hiſtorians fay, Paul lived 37. the leaſt ſay 30 years, be · 
fore the fruit of election appeared in him, for he was conver- 
ted the very year after Chrifts death; and all the while be- 
fore, he did expreſſe fruit that was feemingly repugnant to an 
elect eſtate, as if a man could not he an elect veſſel, that was 
ſo vile as he: be wes A blaſpbemer, a per ſecuter, ifjurious to the 
Church, baled men to priſon, mad with rage againſt rhe profeſſors 
of FeſusChrift, Nay, he was a man that had a hand in putting 
Steven the firſt Martyr to death. So long he lived in a courſe 
of iniquity, for 30.years together, and yet this man was an e- 
lect veſſel hen. So the Thiefs apon the Croſſe, an elect 
childe of God, yet did not expreſſe the fruit of his election in 
repentance and converfion, until che laſt hour of his life. So 
| that I fay a man may be an elect childe of God, and yet not 
expreſſe the fruit of his election in his life for many years. 
inthly, that God for the great Iove he beares to his elect 
that are in the world, lets Reprobates and wicked men enjoy 
many mercies and outward — for their ſakes, Mar 


2 — — 


God did mitigate, did ſhorten, God did take away that trou · 
ble from them. So Eſa. 1.9. Had uot God left us a ſmall remnant, 
we bad been like Sodome, yea like anto Gomorrab. Had not Gad 


reſt had been deſtroyed. So Eſa. 65. 8. And the Lord ſaid, de- 
ftroy not the people, for a bleſſing is among tbem. That is, my 
people is among them, and my ele& is among them, therefore 


Jewes, becauſe God had his own people mixed among them. 
Lo Fob. 22. 30. And this conclufion adminifters matter of 


left a handful of his elect and godly men among them, all the | 
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thankfulneſſc, to all men upon earth, to make you bleſſe God, 
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that he keeps his people alive among you, for it is for the e- 
lefts ſake you have all che outward bleſſings and mercies you 
do enjoy. - 

Tenthly and laſtly, take in this coneluſion: That this 
world ſhall continueno longer, then till the number of Gods 
ele& be accompliſhed ; when God hath accompliſhed, and 
brought in to Chriſt the number of his ele& z the world ſhall 
not ſtand one minute longer after this work is done, God 
doth but uphold the world, till the fall numbers of Fewes and 
Gentiles be come in. If the number were filled, Feſws Chriſt 
would ſurreuder up the Kingdeme to his Father. The Heavens 
ſhould gather together like a ſcrowle, and the Elements ſhould 
melt with fervent heat, and this world ſhould come to a diſſo- 
lut ion. It is the ele& in the world, that keep up the world, that 
it doth not fall about our ears. And thus having ſpent theſe 
16 Sermons touching mans Effe&ual calling, and eternal E- 
lection, I have now brought all unto a concluſion. And I 
earneſtly intreat you, let it be your work, to put forth your dili- 


gence to make this ſure to your own ſoules, that you are tffectualy 


by Feſus Chriſt. 
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called, and that you are eternalh eleded to obtain life and ſalvation 
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